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PREFACE. 



TWE, Sermon which gave rife to the publictition of 
thefe having been offered to the world as a Sermon 
of Torici^i, I hape the moft ferions reader will find 
aothiog to offend him^ in my continmng the vo^ 
lames under the fame tide : left it ihould be other. 
wriS^p I have added a fiscond title-page with the real 
name of the Autho r . t he firft will ferve the bodc» 
[eller's purpdfe^ as T§rici*i nanxe is poffiblj of the 
two the more known $ a nd the fecond will ea^e 
the minds of thofe who fee a jefi^ and the danger 
which lurks under it, where no jeft was meant. 

I fuppofe it is needlefs to inform the Publk, that 
die reafon <^ printing thefe Sermons arifes altogether 
from the favourable reception which the Sermon 
given as a fam^e of them in Tristram Shakdy met 
with from the world. That Sermon was printed 
hj iftfldf fonae years ago, but could find neither pur« 
chafers nor readers ; f(\ that I apprehended little ha- 
zard f|8Dm a promife X made upon its republication, 
^ Tint if the Sermon was^ked, th^ ffaould be al« 
^ l» at the world's fervice ; which, to be as good at 
■gr word, they here are^ end I pray to Goj>| they 






T PRE^CE. 

maj do it the fcryice. I wifli. ..I havc^Uulc.tQ jGay ia 
their behalf, except this, that not one .pf them was 
compofed with any thoughts of being printed ; 
thej have been haftiLy written, zr^ carry the marks 
of it along with them, " This may be no recom- 
mendation >-— I mean it however as fuch : for as 
the Sermons turn chiefly upon Philanthropy, and 
thofe, kindred virtues to it^i upon., which hang all the 
law and the prophets, I truft they will be no lefs 
felt, or worfe received, for theevidence they bear, of 
proceeding more from the heart than the heafd. i 
have nothing to add, but that the reader, upon old 
and beaten fubjeds, muft not look for many new 
thoughts— —*tis well if he has new language : ia 
three or four palTages where he has neither the one 
9or the other, J have quoted ^e author I. made free 
with.— There are fame ather parages, where I Cufpeft 
I may have taken the fame.iiberty.:— — but *tis only 
fufpiciop, for I do not remember if is fo, otherwife 
, 1 Ihould have reIlore.d theov tp their proper owners.; 
.fo that I piit it here more as a, general faying, than 
from a confcioufnrfs „of having much to anfwer &r 
upon that fcore. In this, however, and every thing 
elfe which I offer, or ihall pffer to the world,^ I reft, 
with a heart much at eafe, upon the protedion of 
tjae humane and candid, from whom I bave.received 
many favours, for which l.beg legive to rcftarn thexp 
tjianks—— thanks. 
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SERMON I. 

Inquiry after Happinefs, 



^PSALIC iv. 6. 

There be many that fay, Who will fliow us any good ? — Lord, 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 

X HE great purfuit of man is after happinefs : it is 
the firft and ftrongeft defire of his nature ; — in every 
flage of his life, he fearches for it as for hid treafure ; 
— courts it under a thoufand different ihapes,— *nd, 
though perpetually difappointed, ftill perfifts — runs 
after and inquires for it afrefli — alks every paffenger 
wMb comes in his way. Who voilljbow him drty good? 
■ viho will aflift him in the attainment of it, or 
direft him to the difcovery of thi^ great end of all 
his wi flies ? 

He is told by one, to fearch for it among the 
more gay and youthful pleafures of life, in fcenes of 
mirth and fprightlinefs, where happinefs ever pre- 
fides, and is ever to be known by the joy and laugh- 
ter which he will fee at once painted in her looks. 

A fecond, with a graver afpe6l, points out to the 
softly dwellings which pride and extravagance have 
ercaed— tells the inquirer, that the objeft he is in 
ftarch of inhabits there — that happinefs lives only in 
iNWapany with the great, in the midft of much pomp 
'■ Ax 
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4 SERMON r. 

and outward ftate. That he will eafilj find her put 
by the coat of many colours fhe has on, and the 
great luxury and expence of equipage and furniture 
with which (he always fits furrounded. 

The mifer blefles God ! wonders how any one 

would miflead, and wilfully put him upon fo wrong 

at fcent 'Convinces him that happinefs and extra- 

vagance never inhabited under the fame roo f '- ■ ■ 
that if he would not be difappointed in his fearcfa, 
he mud look into the plain and thrifty dwelling of 
the prudent man, who knows and underflands the 
worth of money, and cautioufly lays it up agatnft an 
.evil hour : that it is not the proftitution of wealth 
upon the pafiTions, or the parting with it at all, that 
conllitutes happinefs — but that it is the keeping it to- 
gether, and the HAVING and HOLDING it faft to 
him and his heirs for ever, which are the chief attri* 
butes that form this great idol of human worfliip, to. 
which fo much incenfe is offered up every day. 

The epicure, though he eafily reSifies fo grofs a 
miftake, yet at the fame time he plunges hina, if 
pofTible, into a greater j for, hearing the obej^ of his 
piirfuit to be happinefs, and knowing of no other 
happinefs than what is feated immediately in his 
fenfes, he fends the inquirer there j tells him 'tis 
in vain to fearch elfewhcre for it, than where nature 
herfelf has placed it — ^in the indulgence and gratifi. 
cation of the appetites, which are given us for that 
end : and, in a word— if he will not take his opinioa 
in the matter — \\t may trull the word of a much 
w^ifer man who has aflTured us— that there is nothing 
better in this world, than that a man fhould eat and 



SERMON Z. 5 

drink, and rejoice in his works, and make his foul 
cnjoj good in his labour for that is his portion. 

To refcue hinn from this brut&l experiment — ambi- 
tion takes him by the band and carries him into the 
world,— fliows him all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and the glory of them, — points out the many ways of 
advancing his fortune, and raifing hjmfelf to honour, 
l ays before his eyes all the charms and bewitch- 
ing tethptations of power, and aiks if there carj be 
any happinefs in this world like that of being cartflld, 
courted, flattered, and followed ? 

To clofe all — the philofopher meets him bull ling 

in the full career, of this purfuit Hops him 

jtclk him, if he is in fearch of happinefs, he is far 
gone out of his way* 

That this deity has long been baniflicd from noife 
and tumults, where there was no reft found fot her, 
and was fled into folitude far from all commerce of 
the world ; and, in a word, if he would find her, hie 
mufl Icftve this bufy and intriguing fcene, and go 
back to that peaceful fcene of retirement and books, 
from which he firft fet out. 

In this circle,' too often, does a man run, —tries 

all experiments, — and generally fits down, wearied 
and dilTatisfied with them all at laft — in utter defpair 
of ever accomplifhing what he wants — nor knowing 
what to truft to after fo many difappointroents 5 or 
where to lay the fault, whether in the incapacity 
of his own nature, or the infufficicncy of the enjoy- 
ments themfelves. 

In this uncertain and perplexed ftate— without 
knowledge which way to turn or where to betake 
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O SEKMON !• 

ourfelves for refuge fo often abufed and deceived 

bj the many who pretend thus to fhow us any good 
—Lord ! fays the Pfalmift, lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon us. Send us fome rays of thy 
grace and heavenly wifdom, in this benighted fearch 
after happinefs, to dlreft us fafely to it, O God ! 
let us not wander for ever without a guide, in this 
dark region, in endlcfs purfuit of our miflaken good, 
but enlighten our eyes that we fleep not in death- 
open to them the comforts of thy holy word and re- 
ligion ^lift up the light of thy countenance upon 

us, — and make us know the joy and fatisfaftion of 
living in the true faith and fear of Thee, which only 
can carry us to this haven of reft where we would 

be— that fure haven, where true joys are ,to be 

found, which will at length not only anfwer all our 

expedations but fatisfy the moft unbounded of 

our wiflies for ever and ever. 

The words thus opened, naturally reduce the re- 
maining part of the difcourfe under two heads. — The 
firft part of the verfe — " There be many that fay, 

" Who will Ihow us any good ?" To make fome 

refledions upon the infufficiency of moft of our en- 
joyments towards the attainment of happinefs, upon 
fome of the moft received plans on which 'tis gene- 
rally fought. 

The examination of which will lead us up to the 
fource, and true fecret of all happinefs, fuggefted to 

us in the latter part of the verfe " Lord ! lift 

** thou up the light of thy countenance upon us*'— 
that there can be no real happinefs without religion 
and virtue, and the affiftance of God's grace and 
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holj Spirit to dired our lives in the true purfuit of 
it. 

Let us inquire into the difappointments of human 
happinefsy on fome of the mod received plans of 
•which *tis generally fought for and expelled, hy the 
bulk of mankind* 

I There is hardly any fubje^l more exhaufted, or 
which at one time or other has afforded more matter 
for argument and declamation, than this one, of the 
infufficiency of our enjoyments. Scarce a reformed 
fenfmdift, from Solomon down to our own days, who 
lias not in fome fits of repentance or difappointment 
uttered fome fharp refleftion upon the emptinefs of 
human pleafure, and of the vanity of vanities which 
difcdvers itfelf in all the pnrfuits of mortal man. ■■ ■ 
But the^ mifchief has been, that though fo many good 
things have been foid, they have generally had the 
fate to be confidered either as the overflowings of 
difgufl from fated appetites which could no longer 
relifli the pleafures of life, or as the declamatory 
opinions of rcclufe and fplenetic men who had never 
tailed them at all, and confequently were thought no 
judges of the matter. So that 'tis no great wonder 
if the greatcft part of fuch refledlions, however juft 
in*themfelvcs, and founded on truth and a knowledge 
of the world, are found to leave little imprefTion 
where the imagination was already heated with great 
expectations of future happinefs ; and that the bed 
ledlures that have been read upon the vanity of the 
world, fo feldom flop a man in the purfuit of the 
objedt of his defire, or give him half the convidion, 
that the poffeflion of it will, and what the experi<jnce 
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8 SERMON I. 

of his own life, or a careful obfervation upon the life 
of others, do at length generally confirm to us att. 

Let us endeavour, then, to try the caufe upon 
this ilTue ; and infiead of recurring to the comoxon 
arguments, or taking any one's word in the cafe, let 
us truft to matter of fad ; and if, upon inquiry, it 
appears that the anions of mankind are not to be 
accounted for upon any other principle, but this of 
the infufficiency of our enjoyments, Hwill go farther 
towards the eftabliihment of the truth of this part of 
the difcourfe, than a thoufand fpeculative argunoents 
ivhich might be o^ered upon the occafion* 

Now, if we take a furvey.of the life of man from 
the time he is come to reafon, to the lateit decline 

of it in old age we {hall find him engaged, and 

generally hurried on in fuch a fucceflion of different 
purfuits, and different opinions of things, through 
the different ftages of his life ■■ as will admit of no 
explication, but this, that he finds no refl for the 
fole of his foot, on any of the plans where he has 
been led to expeft it. 

The moment he is got loofe from tutors and go* 
vernors, and is left to judge for himfelf, and pur- 
fue this fcheme his own way— his firft thoughts 
are generally full of the mighty happinefs which he 
is going to enter upon, from the free enjoyment of 
the pleafures in which he fees others of his age and 
fortune engaged. 

In confequence of this — take notice, how his ima- 
gination is caught by every glittering appearance that 

flatters this expectation. Obferve what impref. 

fiuns are made upon his fenfti, by diverfions, mufic. 
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drefs, and beautj^^and how his fpirits are upon the 
wing, flying in purfuit of them ; that jou would 
think he could never have enough. 

Leave him to himfelf a few years, till the edge of 
appetite is worn dowo-^-and jou will fcarce know 
him again. You will find him entered into engage- 
mentSy and fetting up for a man of bufinefs and con* 
dud, talking of no other happinefs but what centres 
in projeds of making the mod of this world, and 
providing for his children, and children's children af- 
ter them. Examine his notions, he will tell you^ 
that the gayer pleafures of youth are only fit for thofe 
who know not how to difpofe of themfelves and time 
to better advantage. That, however fair and pro* 
mifing they might appear to a man unpra£lifed ia 
them-*— they were no better than a life of folly 
and impertinence : and fo far from anfwering your 
expeftations of happinefs, 'twas well if you efcaped 
without pain. T hat, in every experiment he has 

tried, he had found more bitter than fweet, and, for 
the little pleafure one could foatch: — it too often left a 
terrible fting behind it : Beiides, did the balance lie 
on the other fide, he would tell you, there could be 
Bo true, fatisfadion where a life runs on in fo giddy 
a circle, out of which a wife man (bould extricate 
himfelf as foon as he can, that he may begin to look 
forwards.— *— That it becomes a man of character 
and confequence to lay afide childi(h things, to take 
care of his interefls, to eftablifh th^^ fortune of his fa- 
mily, and place it out of want and dependence : and, 
in a word, if there is fuch a thing as happinefs upoQ 
earth, it mud confiii in the accomplifhrnent of this ? 

As' 
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—and for his own parr, if God fliould profper hia 
endeavours lb as to be worth fuch a fum, or to be 
able to bring fuch point to bear — he fhall be one of 
the happiefl of the fons of men. — In full aflurance of 
this, on he drudges — plots — contrives — rifcs earljr— 
late takes reft, and eats the bread of carefulnefs, till 
at length, by hard labour and perfeverance, he has 
reached if not outgone, the obje6l he had firft in 
view, — When he has got thus far — if he is a plain 
and fincere man, he will make no fcruple to acknow- 
ledge truly, what alteration he has found in himfelf. 
If jou alk him — he will tell you, that his ima- 
gination painted fomething before his eyes, the rea- 
I'ty of whjch he has not yet attained to : that with 
all the accumulations of his wealth, he neither lives 
the merrier, fleeps the founder, or has lefs care and 
anxiety upon his fpirits, than at his firft fetting out 

Perhaps, you'll fay, fome dignity, honour, or title 
only is wanting — Oh ! could I accomplifh that, as 
there would be nothing left then for me to wifh, 
gool God ! how happy fhould I be ! 'Tis flill the 
lame — the dignity or title — though they crown his 
head with honour— add not one cubit to his happi- 

ixefs. Upon fmnming up the account, all is 

found to be feated merely in the imagination. — The 
fafter he has purfued, the fafter the phantom fled be- 
fore him ; and to ufe the SatiriA's comparifon of 

the chariot wheels, ^hafte as they will, they muft 

for ever keep the fame diftance. 

But what ? though I have been thus far difap- 
pointed in my expeflations of happinefs from the 
poflefiion of riches—" Let me try whether I jQiaU 
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** not meet with it id the fpending and faihionable 
** enjoyment of them." 

Behold ! I will get me down, and make me great 
works, and build me houfes, and plant me vinejards, 
and make me gardens and pools of water. And I 
i^ill get me fervants and maidens, and whatfoever 
my eyes defire, I will not keep from them. 

In profecution of this— he drops all gainful pur* 
foits withdraws himfelf from the bufy part of 

the world — realizes — pulls down— builds up again. 
Buys ftatues, pi61ures plants and plucks up 

by the roots levels mountains— ^nd fills up val- 
leys—turns rivers into dry ground, and dry ground 
into rivers. — Says unto this man. Go, and he goeth ; 
and unto another. Do this and he doeth it ; and 
whatfoever his foul lufteth after of this kind, he 
withholds not from it. When every thing is thus 
planned by himfelf,, and executed according to his 
wiib and dire^ion, furely he is arrived to the ac- 
complifhment of his wiOies, and has got to the fum- 
mit of all human happinefs ! — Let the mod fortunate 
adventurers in this way anfw6r the queilion for him, 
and fay— how often it 'rifes higher than a bare and 
fimple amufement — and well, if you can compound 
for that — ^fince 'ts often purchafed at fo high a price, 
and fo foured by a mixture of other incidental vexa- 
tions, as to become too often a work of repentance, 
which in the end will extort the fame forrowful con- 
feiSon from him, which it did from Solomon in the 
like cafe,-— Lo ! I looked on all the works that my 
hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had 
laboured to do ■ and behold all was vanity and 

A 6 
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vexation of fpirit a nd there was no profit to me 
under the fun. 

To inflame this account the more — ^it would be no 
miracle, if upon calling it up he has gone farther 
lengths than he firCl intended, run into expences which 
have entangled his fortune, and brought himfelf into 
fuch diiHculties as to make way for the lad experi- 
ment he can try — and that is, to turn mifer, with no 
happinefs in view but what is to rife out of the little 
defigns of a fordid mind, fet upon faving and (crap* 
ing up all he has irijudicioufly fpent* 

In this lad ilage — behold him a poor trembling 
wretch, (hut up from all mankind— ^—finking inta 
utter contempt ; fpendiiig careful days and fleeplefs 
nights in purfuit of what a narrow and contra^ed 
heart can never enjoy : — and let us here leave him to 
the convidion he will one day "find— That there is no 
trnd of his labour — That his eyes will never be fatis* 
fied with riches, or will fay — For whom do 1 labour 
and bereave myfelf of reft ? This is alfo a fore tra- 
vail. 

I believe this is no Qncommon piAure of the dif. 
appointments of human life— and the manner our 
pleafures and enjoyments ffip from under us in every 
itage of our life. And though I would not be thought 
by it, as if I was denying the reality of pleafures, or 
difputing the being of them, any more than one 
would the reality of pain— yet I muil obferve on 
this h^ad, that there is a plain diilindion to be made 
betwixt pleafure and happinefs. — For though there 
can be no happinefs without pleafure — ^yet the re- 
▼crfe of the propofiton will not hdid true.— We arc 
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To made, that from the common gratifications of our 
ippetitesy and the imprefGons of a thonfand 6bje6lsy 
M^e fnatch the one, like a iranfient gleam, without 
being CaSEercd to tafle the other, and enjoy the per- 
petual fun-(hine and fair weather which conflantlj 
attend it. This, I contend, is only to be found in 

religion — ^in the confcioufnefs of virtue and the 

fare and certain hopes of a better life, which bright- 
ens all our profpe6ls, and leaves no room to dread 

difappointments- becaufe the expedaiion of it is 

built upon a rock, whofe foundations are as deep as 
thofe of heaven and hell. 

And though in our pilgrimage through this world 
— fome of us may be fo fortunate as to meet with 
fome clear fountains by the way, that may cool, for 
a few moments, the heat of this great thirfl of hap- 

pine(s ^yet our Saviour, who knew the world, 

though he enjoyed but little of it, tells us, that who- 
focvcr drinketh of this water will thirft again : — and 
we all find by experience it is fo, and by reaibn that 
it always muil be fo. 

I conclude with a fhort obfervation upon Solomon^s 
evidence in this cafe. 

Never did the bufy brain of a lean and hedic che- 
mift fearch for the philofopher's ftone with more 
pains and ardour than this great man did after hap- 
pioefs. — He was one of the wifeft inquirers into 
Nature — had tried all her powers and capacities, and 
after a thoufand vain fpeculations and vile experi- 
jnents, he affirmed at length, it lay hid in no one 
thing he bad tried i like the chemiils projedions, all 






14 SERMON I. 

had ended in fmoke, or what was worfe, in vanitjr 
and vdxation of fpirit: — the conclufion of the whole 
matter Was this — that he advifes every man who 
would be happy, to fear God and keep his com* 
mandments. 






SERMON II. 

The Houfe of Feafting and the Houfe 
of Mourning defcribed. 



ECCLBSIASTBS VII. 2, 3. 

It is better to go to the houfe of mourning than to the houfe of 

feafting. 

A HAT I deny — but let us hear the wife man's rea- 
Cpning upon it — -for that is the end of all men^ and the 
tiving will lay it to his heart : for row is better than 

laughter for a crack-brain'd order of Carthufian 

monks, I grant, but not for men of the world : For 
what purpofe, do you imagine, has God made us ? 
for the focial fweets of the well-water'd valleys where 
he has planted us, or for the dry and difmal deferts 
of a Sierra Morena ? Are the fad accidents of life, 
and the uncheery hours which perpetually overtake 
us, are they not enough, but we muil fally forth in 
quefl of them, — belie our own hearts, and fay, as 
your text would have us, that they are better than 
thofe of joy ? Did the Bed of Beings fend us into the 
world for this end . to go weeping through it,— 
to vex and ihorten a life fhort and vexatious enough 
iilready ? Do you think, my good preacher, that he 
frho is infinitely happy, can envy us our enjoyments ? 
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or that a being fo infinitely kind would gradf 
mournful traveller the fhort reft and refrcflim 
neceffarj to fupport his fpirits through the ftagc 
a weary pilgrimage ? or that he would call him 
fcvere reckoning, becaufe in this way he had hai 
fnatched at feme little fugacious pleafurcs, mercl; 
fweeten this uneafy journey of life, arid recon 
him to the ruggednefs of the road, and the m 
hard julHings he is fare to meet with ? Confide: 
befeech you, what provifion and accommodation 
Author of our being has prepared for us, that 
might not go on our way forrowing— how many 
ravanferas of reft — what powers and facuhies he 
given us for taking it— what apt objefts he has pla 
in our way to entertain us ; — fome of which he 
made fo fair, fo exquifitely fitted for this end, 1 
they have power over us for a time to charm a\ 
the fenfe of pain, to cheer up the dejefted heart 
der poverty and Ccknefs, and make it go and 
member its miferies no more. 

I will nut contend at prefent againft this rhetoi 
I would choofe rather for a moment to go on v, 
the allegory, and fay we are travellers, and, in 
moft affq&ing fenfe of that idea, that like travelL 
though Upon bufinefs of the laft and nearcft cone 
to us, v^ may furely be allowed to amufe our&l 
with the natural or artificial beauties of the coun 
we are paffing through, without reproach of forj 
ting the main errand we are fent upon ; and if 
can fo order it as not to be led out of the way, 
the variety of profpefts, edifices, and ruins wh 
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iblicit US, it would be a nonfenfical piece of fainU 
errantry to fhut our eyes. 

But let us not lofe fight of the argument in pur* 
iuit of the iimile. 

Let us remember, various as our excurfions are— 
that we have ftill fet our faces towards Jerusalem— 
that we have a place of reft and happinefs, towards 
which ,we haften, and that the way to get there is not 
to much to pleafe our hearts, as to improve them in 
virtue ; that mirth and feafting are ufually no 

friends to achievements of this kind — ^but that a fea« 
fcm of aBii6lion is in fome fort a feafon of piety — not 
only becaufe our fufferings are apt to put us in mind 
of our fins, but that by the check and interruption 
which they give to our purfuits, they allow us what 
the hurry and buftle of the world too often deny us, 
-^•and that is, a little time for refledlion, which is all 
that xnoft of us want to make us wifer and better 
men ;— that at certain times it is fo neceflary a man's 
mind fhould be turned towards itfelf, that rather 
than want occaiions, he had better purchafe them at 
the expence of his prefent happinefs. — He had bet* 
tcr, as the text expreffts it, go to the houfe of mourn'' 
ing^ where he will meet with fomething to fubdue his 
paffioDS, than to the houfe of feailing, where the joy 
and gaiety of the place is likely to excite them ; That 
whereas the entertainments and carefTes of the one 
place expofe his heart, and lay it open to tempta- 
tions— ——the forrows of the other dtfend it, and as 
oaturally ihut them from it. So ilrange and unac- 
countable a creature is man ! he is fo framed, that he 
caaoot but purfue happinefs — and yet unlefs be is 
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maGe fotnetimcs miferable, how apt is he to miftske 
the waj which can only lead him to the accomplik 
ment of his own wiihcs ! 

This is the full force of the wife man's declaratiofl* 
But to do fartiier juftice to his words, I will en- 
deavour to bring the fubje^l ftill nearer ^For wbidi 

purpofe, it will be necelTarj to (lop here, and take I 
tranfient view of the two places here referred tee- 
the houfe of mourning, and the houfe of fealHog^ 
Give me leave, therefore, I befeech you, to reed 
both of them for a moment, to your imaginations^ 
that from thence I may appeal to your hearts, how 
faithfully, and upon what good grounds, the efiedi j 
and natural operations of each upon our minds are 
intimated in the text. 

And, firft, let us look into the houfe of feailing. ' 
And here, to be as fair and candid as poflible il 
the defcrrption of this, we will not take it from cbe - 
woril originals, fuch as are opened merely for tht 
fale of virtue, and fo calculated for the end, that tht 
difguife each is under, not only gives power fafely 10 
drive on the bargain, but fafely to carry it into ejBB- 
cut ion too. 

This we will not fuppofe to be the cafe— -nor let 
us even imagine the houfe of feafling to be fuch a 
fcene of intemperance and excefs, as the hoofe of 
feafting does often exhibit — but let us take it from 
one, as little exceptionable as we can — where there 
is, or at leafl appears, nothing really criminal — but 
where every thing feems to be kept within the vifibltt 
bounds of moderation and fobnety. 

Imagine then fuch a houfe of feafting, where^ 
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Cither by confent or invitation, a number of each fex 
is drawn together, for no other purpofe but the en- 
joyment and mutual entertainment of each other, 
which we will fuppofe (hall arife from no other plea- 
fures but whatxuftom authorifes, and religion does 
not abfolutely forbid. 

Before we enter ^let us examine, what mu(l be 

the fentiments of each individual previous to his ar- 
rival, and we fliall find, that however they may dif- 
fer from one another in tempers and opinions, that 
every one feems to agree in this — that as he is going 
to a houfe dedicated to joy and mirth, it was fit he 
ihould dived himfclfof whatever was likely to con- 
tradid that intention, or be inconfiftent with it.— 
That, for this purpofe, he had left his cares— his fe- 
rious thoughts — and his moral refie6lions behind him, 
and was come forth from home with only fuch dif- 
pofitions and gaiety of heart as fuited the occafion^ 
and promoted the intended mirth and jollity of the 
place. With this preparation of mind, which is as 
little as can be fuppofed, fince it will amount to no 
more than a defire in each to render himfelf an ac- 
ceptable gueft, — ^let us conceive them entering into 
the houfe of fL-afting, with hearts fet loofe from grave 
reflraints, and open to the expcr6lations of receiving 
pleafare.. It is not neceffary, as I premifed, to bring 

intemperance into this fcene or to fuppofe fuch 

^ma excefs in the gratification of the appetites, as (hall 
' Cerment the blood and fet the defires in a flame : — 
'iiibt n& admit no more of it, therefore, than will 
'-gently (lir them, and fit them for the impreflions 
^igrhich fo benevolent a commerce will naturally tx* 
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cite. In this difpofitiony thus wrought upon before 
hand and already inn proved to this purpofey-*— -4ake 
notice how mechanically the thoughts and fpirits rife 
—how foon 9nd infenfibly they are got above the 
pitch and firfl bounds which cooler hours would have 
marked. 

When the gay and fmiling afpe^l of things has 
begun to leave the paiTages to a man's heart thai 
thoughtlefsly unguarded— when kind and carefling 
looks of every objedi without, that can flatter his 
fenfes, have confpired with the enemy within, to 
betray him, and put him off his defence, w hen 
muiic likewife hath lent her aid, and tried her power 
upon the paffions,— -when the voice of finging men, 
and the voice of finging women, with the found of 
the viol and the lute, have broke in upon his foul, 
and in fome tender notes have touched the fecret 
fprings of rapture — that moment let us diiTedt and 
iook into his heart, ■ f ee how vain 1 how weaki 
how empty a thing' it is ! Look through its feveral 
receflfes,— thofe pure manfions formed for the recep* 
tion of innocence and virtue —fad fpe&acle ! Be- 
hold thoCe fair inhabitants now difpofiejGTed— -turn* 
ed out of their facred dwellings, to make room— for 

what ? at the beft for levity and indifcretion-— — 

perhaps for folly-— it may be for more impure guefis, 
which poffibly in fo general a riot of the mind and 
fenfes, may take occaiion to enter unfufpefted at the 
fame time. 

In a fcene and difpofition thus defcrihed— -can the 
moil cautious fay — thus. far fliall my defires go— — 
and no farther ! or will the cooleft and moil cir« 
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cnmfped fay, when pleafure has taken full pofief* 
fion of his hearty that no thought nor porpofe (hall 
arife there, which .he would have concealed ! la 
thofe loofe and unguarded moments the imaginatioii 
is not always at command — in fpite of reafon and re« 
ledion, it will forcibly carry him fome times whither 
he woold not — ^like the unclean fpirit, in the parent's 
fad defcription of his child's cafe, which took him, 
and oft-times call him into the fire to deftroy him> 
and wherefoever it taketh him it teareth him, and 
kardly departeth from him. 

Bot this you'll fay, is the worft recount of what 
the mind may fufi^r here. 

Why may we not make more favourable fuppofi* 
dons ?—» that numbers, by exercife and cuftom to 
foch encounters, learn gradually to defpife and tri« 
iMnph over them ; ■ that the minds of many are 
Dotfo fttfceptible of warm impreffions, or fo badly 
fortified againft them, that pleafure fliould eafily 
corrupt or foften them ; — that it would be hard to 
fappofe, of the great multitudes which daily throng 
ind prefs into this houfe of foafiing, but that num« 
bers come out of it again, with all the innocence 
with which they entered ; and that if both fexes are 
included in the computation, what fair examples 
ihall we fee of many of fo pure and chafie a turn of 
mind — that the houfe of feafting, with all its charms 
ud temptations, was never able to excite a thought, 
or awaken an inclination which virtue need to blufh 
at*-^r which the moil fcrupulous confcience might 
not fupport. God forbid we ihonld fay other wife : 
—No doubt, numbers of all ages efcape unhurt, and 
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get otr this dangerous fca without flupwreck. Yd 
are they not to be reckoned amongft the more for* 

tuuate aJventureis ; and though one would not 

abfolutely prohibit the attempt, or be fo cynical asto 
condemn every one who tries it, fince there are (b 
manvy T fuppofe, who cannot well do otherwife, and 
whofe condition and ficuation in life unavoidablj 
force them upon it — ^yet we may be allowed to d^ 
fcribe this fair and flattering coaft — we may point 
out the uiifufpeded dangers of it, and warn the uo- 
wary palVenger where they lie. We may fliow hiffl 
what hazards his youth and inexperience will mn, 
how little he can gain by the venture, and how much 
wifer and better it would be (as is implied in the 
text) to feek occafions rather to improve his littk 
Itock of virtue, than incautioufly expofe it to fo uo- 
eqiKil a chance, where the bed he can hope is to re- 
tiirii fafe with what treafure he carried out ' b ut 
where, probably, he may be fo unfortunate as to lofe 
it all — be lofl himftlf, and undone for ever. 

Thus much fur the houfe of feafting ; which, by 
the way, though generally open at other times of the 
year throughout the world, is fuppofed, in Chriftian 
countries, now every where to be univerfally fliut up. 
And, in truth, I have been more full in my cautions 
again ft it, not only as reafon requires, — but in reve- 
rence to this fcafo.i *, wherein our church exafis 
a more particular forbearance and felf-denial in this 
point, and thereby adds to the reftraints upon plea- 
fure and entertainments which this reprefentation of 
things has fuggeftcd againft them already. 

• Preached in Lent. 
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Here, then^ let us turn afide from this gay fcene^ 
and fuffer me to take you with me for a moment to 
one much fitter for your meditation. Let us go into 
the houfe of mourning, made fo by fuch afflidions 
•s have been brought in, merely by the common 
crofs> accidents and difafters to which our condition 
is expofed — where, perhaps, the aged parents fit 
broken-hearted, pierced to their fouls with the folly 

and indifcretion of a thanklefs child the child of 

their prayers, in whom all their hopes and expefla- 
tions centered: — perhaps a more aiFeding fcene^- 
a virtuous family lying pinched with want, where 
the unfortunate fupport of it having long flruggled 
with a train of misfortunes, and bravely fought up 
againfl them — is now piteoufly borne down at the 
laft — overwhelmed with a cruel blow which no fore- 
caft or frugality could have prevented.— O GoD ! 
look upon his afflidions — Behold him diflraded 
with many forrows, furrounded with the tender 
pledges of his love, and the partner of his cares 
without bread to give them : unable, from the re- 
membrance of better days, to dig; — to beg, afhamed. 

When we enter into the houfe of mourning fuch as 
this — it is impoffible to infult the unfortunate even 

with an improper look Under whatever levity and 

diffipation of heart fuch objefts catch our eyes, they 
catch likewife our attentions, colleft and call home 
Our fcatter'd thoughts, and exercife them with wif- 
dom. A tranfient fcene of diftrefs, fuch as is here 
iEetched, how foon does it furnifh materials to fet 
Ae mind at work ? how neceflarily docs it engage 
il to the confideration of the miferies and mibfortuoea^ 
Ac dangers and xialamitits to which tlie life of man is 
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fubjeA ? By holding up fuch a glafs before it, ic forcci 
the mind to fee and refleft upon the vanity— de 
periOiing condition and uncertain tenure of evoj 
tliin^r in the world. From reflexions of this ferioM 
caOy how infenfibly do the thoughts carry us £ulher 
—and, from confideringy what we are^^what kmd it 
world we live in — and what evils befal us in it, hoir 
naturally do they fet us to look forwards at whit 
pofTihly we (hall be ? — for what kind of world m 
are intended— what evils may befal us there*-aod 
what proviiion we (hould make againft them herrj 
whilft we have time and opportunity. 

If thefe leiTons are fo infeparable from the houfie 
of mourning here fuppofed — we (hall find it a ftiU 
more inlh*u6livc fchool of wifdom, when we takes 
view of the place in that more affeAing light in 
which the wife man feems to confine it in the text, 
in which y by the houfe of mourning, I believe he 
means that particular fcene of forrow, where there is 
lamentation and mourning for the dead. 

Turn in hither, I befeech you, for a moment* 
Behold a dead man ready to be carried out, the only 
fon of his mother, and fhe a widow. Perhaps a 
more affe^ling fpe6lacle^-a kind and indulgent father 
of a numerous family lies breathlefs— fnatched away 
in the (Irength of his age — torn in an evil hour from 
his children and the bofom of a difconfolate wife. 

Behold much people of the city gathered together, 
to mix their tears, with fettled forrow in their looks, 
going heavily along to the houfe of mourning, to 
perform that laft melancholy office, which, when the 
debt of nature is paid, we arc called upon to pay to 
each other. 
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If tbis fad occafioa which leads him there^ has not 
done it already, take notice, to what a ferious and 
devout frame of mind every man is reduced, the mo- 
ment he enters this gate of afflidlion. The bufjr and 
fluttering fpirits, which in the houfe of mirth were 
wont to tranfport him from one diverting objedt to 

another fee how they are fallen ! how peaceably 

tfaey are laid ! In this gloomy manlion, full of (hades 
and uncomfortable damps to feize the foul — fee, the 
light and eafy heart, which never knew what it was 
to think before, how penfive it is now, how foft, 
how fufceptible, how full of religioiss impreffions, 
how deeply it is fmitten with fenfe and ^with a love 
bf virtue. Could we, in this crifis, whild this empire 
of reafon and religion lafls, and the heart is thus ex- 
crcifed with wifdom, and buiied with heavei.iy con- 
templations — could we fee it naked as it is. drip- 
ped of its paffions, unfpotted by the world, and re- 

gardlefs of its pleafures we might then fafely reft 

oar caufe upon this fingle evidence, and appeal to 
the moft fenfual, whether Solomon has not made 
a juft determination here, in favour of the houfe of 
mourning ? — not for its own fake, but as it is fruit- 
ful '}n virtue, and becomes the occafion of fo much 
good. Without this end, forrow I own, has no ufe 
'but to (horten a man^s days—nor can gravity, with 
ill its fludied folemnity of look and carriage, ferve 
any end but to make one half of the world merry, 
and ioipofe upon the other. 

Cpnfider what has been faid ; and may God of bis 
fliercj blefs you ! Amen. 

Pio. y: B 
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Philanthropy recommended. 



LUKE X. 36,37- 

Which now,of thcfe three thinkcfl thou, wai neighbour unto I 

that fell among the thieves ? And he faid, He that fho^ 

mercy on him. Then faid Jefus unto him Go, and do tl 

likcwife. 

Is the foregoing verfes of this chapter, the Eva 
gelift relates, that a certain lawyer ftood up ai 
tempted Jesus, faying, Mafter, what fhall I do 

inherit eternal life ? To which inquiry our S 

viouR, as his manner was, when any enfnarii 
queflion was put to him, which he faw proceed 
more from a defign to entangle him, than an horn 

view of getting information inftead of giving 

direft anfwer, which might aflford a handle to malil 
or at belt ferve only to gratify an impertinent humoi 

^he immediately retorts the queftion upon the ma 

who alked it, and unavoidably puts= Him upon tl: 
neceffity of anfwering himfelf ;— and as, in the pF< 
fent cafe, the particular profefEon of the inquirei 
and his fuppofed general knowledge of all othc 
branches of learning, left no room to fufpeft h 
could be ignorant of the true anfwer to this quoflloi 



SERMON lit. 27 

srfpecially of what every one knew was d-hxrvu^j 
I that head hj their great Legillator, ciir S ;i.v/ou?^ 
rfore refers him to his own memory cf vvh:<t hrt 
found there in the courfc of ins tiudies. 
it is written in the law, how readefl thou ? — 

I which the inquirer reciting the general heads 
ur duty to God and Man, as delivered ia the 

of Leviticus and the 6th of Deuteronomy,— 
Aj — That wtjhould worjhip the Lord our God 
all our hearts y and love our neighbour as ourf elves ; 
blefled Saviour tells him, he had anfwered 

, and if he followed that Icffon, he could not 
if the blefling Tie feemed defirous to inherit. — 
doj and thoujhalt live. 

It he, as the context tells us, willing to juftify 
;lf — willing poflibly to gain more credit in the 
rence, or hoping perhaps to hear fuch a partial 
narrow definition of the word neighlour^ as 
d fuit his own principles, and juflify fome par- 
ir opprejBions of his own, or thofe of which his 

e order lay under an accufation fays unto 

3 in the 29th verfe — And who is 7ny neighhour ? 
igh the demand at firft fight may feem utterly 
ig, yet was it far from being fo in fad. Fcr 
:liug as ycu underfiood the term in a rffere or 

•eftrained fenfe it produced many necefTarT 

:ions in thc'duties you owed from that r|0'at ion. 

ilefled Saviour, to rc6lify any partial and per« 
is miftake in this matter, and to place at once 
Oty of Jthe love of our neighbour upon its true 

II of philanthropy and univerfal kindnefs, make* 
r to the propofed queflion, not by any fm-, 

B 2 
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fetclied refinement from the fchools of the RabUoi 
'Which might have fooner filenced than convinoed the 
man — but by a direft appeal to human nature ma 
inilaixe he relates of a man falling amongft thievcii 
Icrft in the greateft diftrefs imaginable, till by chanoi 
a Samaritan, an utter ftranger^ coming where hft 
wa^, by an a£t of great goodnefs and compalIiol^ 
not only relieved him at prefent, but took him ooda 
his protedion, and generoufly provided for hisfiuiin 
IVitety. 

On the clofe of which engaging account— «iir 
Saviour appeals to the man*s own heart in the firft 
verfe of the text. Which now ofthefe three, ibink^ 
thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among/1 tht 
thieves / and, uiftead of drawing the inference him* 
feU'y leaves him to decide in favour of fo noble a 
principle fo evidently founded in mercy. The 
lawyer, flrudt with the truth and juftice of the do&> 
trine, and frankly acknowledged the force of it, onr 
blefled Saviour concludes the debate with a (hort 
admonition, that he would praftife what he had ap- 
proved, — and go, and imitate that fair example d 
univerfal benevolence which it had fet before him. 

In the remaining part of the difcourfe I fliall fol- 
low the fame plan ; and therefore ftiall beg leave tq 
enlarge firfl upon the ftory itfelf, with fuch reflefiioni 
as will arife from it ; and conclude, as our Savioub 
has done, with the fame exhortation to kindnefs and 
humanity which naturally falls from it. 

A certain man, fays our Saviour, went down 
from Jerufakm to Jericho, and fell among thieves, 
who ilripped bim of his raiment, and departed, Icav- 
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tm half-dead. There is fomething in our na« 
wiiich engages us to take part in every accident 
liich man is fubjeft from what caufe foever it 
liave happened : but in fuch calanlities as a roan 
alien into through mere misfortune, to be 
cd upon no fault or indifcretion of himfelf, 
s fomething then fo truly interefting, that at the 
ight we generally make them our own, not aU 
ber from a refledion that they might have been, 
ly be foy but oftener from a certain generofity 
endemefs of nature which difpofes us for com« 
Oy abftraAed from all confiderations of felf : fo 
nrithoot any obfervable ad of the will, we fuffer 
the unfortunate, and feel a weight upon our 
%p we know not why, on feeing the moil com- 
inftanoes of their diftreis. Bot where the 
iide is oncommonly tragical, and complicated 
many ciicnmdacces of mifery, the mind is then 
1 captive at once, and wtre it iofd^ned to :t, ha« 
»wer CD make re&ftanoe, but furrenders itfelf to 
le tender emodoos ci p:ty arid deep ccrscem. 
bnt when one coc£ders tbis itia^j part of cor 
« witbcmt lockiBg farther, ofiC wots'id t^.:r.k :c 
iSUe lor a msn to kk:k !:.pon mlusry viih^-i^t 
ig lumhM hk Ibcse 8v»f jr? aetacr^ to tiK irt« 

Srf kim wfco f:jiE*rj it 1 fay, ««e Tir-,^H 

: it itprfolir f sr c-u-r* are fcxr^ ^.-xr^^^v 
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till V were not partakers of the fame nriture, orU 
ni) lot or connexion at all with the fpecies. 

Of thi^ cliarafler, our Saviour produces tfO 
dii'.MMccful iiii^ances in the behaviour of aPrieftul 
& Lcvit?, whom in this account he rcprefents a 
coming to tlie phice where the unhappj man wasj- 
both pafiing by v/ithout eitlier ftretching forth i 
lut.ul to ailiity or uttering a word to comfort himd 
lii.s diilrcfs. 

And by chance there came down a certain prieft 
— Merciful God ! that a teacher of thy religioi 
iliould /:ver want humanity*-or that a man whoC 
bead mi^ht b^ thought full of the one, ihould have 
heart void of the other ! This however was thecal 
before us— arid though in theory one would fciR 
fufpeft tbat the Icaft pretence to religion, and ■ 
open difrcgaid to fo main a part of it, could tn 
meet together in one perfon ; yet in faft it is do & 
tiiious charader. 

Look into the world how often do you beW 

a loidid wretch, whofe ftrait heart is open to ^ 
man's aiRiftion, taking fiieltcr behind an appcaraii 
of piety, and putting on the garb of religion, whi 
none but the merciful and compaffionate have a ti 
to wear. Take notice with what fan£tity he goes 
rlie end of his days, in the fame felfiQi traft in whi 

lie at firft fet out turning neither to the ri| 

hnnd nor to the left — but plods on — pores all hisl 
long upon the ground, as if afraid to look up, 1 
peradventure he (hould fee aught which might ti 
him one moment out of that (Iraight line where inter 
is carrying him j — or If, by chance, he Humbles uf 
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a haplefs objeft of diflrefs, which threatens fuch a 
difafter to him — like the man here reprefented, de- 
voutly pafling bj on the other fide, as if unwilling to 
trull hirafelf to the impreffions of nature, or hazard 
the inconveniences which pity might lead him into 
upon the occafion. 

There is but one flroke wanting in this pifture of 
an unmerciful man to render the character utterly 
odious, and that our Saviour gives it in the follow- 
ing inflance he relates upon it. And likewife, fays 
he, A Levite when be was at the place y came and looked 
at him. It was not a tranfient overfight, the hafly 
or ill ad vi fed negleA of an unconfidering humour, 
"with which the bed difpofed are fometimes ovcrtaki-n, 
and led on beyond the point where other wife they 

would have wifhed to (lop ^No \ — on the conn ary, 

it had all the aggravation of a deliberate acl of infcn- 
fibility proceeding from a bad heart. When he was 
at the place, he came and looked at him, — confide/ed 
his misfortunes, gave time for reafon and nature to 
have awoke — ^faw the imminent danger he was in — 
and the prefiing necefficy of immediate help, which 

fo violent a cafe called aloud for ; and after all 

turned afide, and unmercifully left him to all the 
diftrefTes of his condition. 

In all unmerciful actions the woril of men pay 
this compliment at leail to humanity, as to endeavour 
to wear as much of the appearance of it, as tlie cafe 
will well let them j — fo that in the hardeft afts a man 
ihall be guilty of, he hasibme motives, true or falfe, 
always ready to offer, either to fatisfy himfelf or the 
world, and, God knows, too often to im pofebotti 
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Upon the one and the other. And therefore it would 
be no hard matter here to give a probable guefs at 
what paffed in the Levite's mind in the prefent cafe, 
and fheWy was it neceffary, by what kind, of cafuiflry 
he fettled the matter with his confcience as he pafTed 
hy, and guarded all the pafTages to his heart againft 
the inroads which pity might attempt to make upon 
the occafion. — But it is painful to dwell long upon 
this difagreeable part of the ftorj ; I therefore haften 
to the concluding incident of it, which is fo amiable, 
\hat one cannot eafiljr be too copious in reflexions 
upon it. — And behold, fajs our Saviour, a certain 
Samaritan as he journeyed came where he was ; 'and 
when he faw him he had compaffion on him — and 
went to him — bound up his wounds, pouring in oil 
and wine — fet him upon his own bead, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. I fuppofe, it will 
be fcarce neceflary here to remind you that the Jews 
ha(f no dealings with the Samaritans. — An old reli- 
gious grudge — ^^he word of all grudges, had wrought 
fuch a diflike between both people, that they held 
themfelves mutually difcharged not only from all of- 
fices of friendftiip and kindnefs, but even from the 
moil common afts of courtefy and good manners. 
This operated fo ftrongly in our Saviour's, time, 
that the woman of Samaria feemed aftoniOied that 
he, being a Jew, fhould ajk water of her who was a 
Samaritan ; — fo that with fuch a prepoffeffion, how- 
ever diftrefsful the cafe of tie unfortunate man was, 
and how reafonably foever he might plead for pity 
from another man, there wjs little aid or confola- 
tion to be looked for from fo unpromifing a quarter. 
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jilas ! after I have been twice pajffed hy^ negleHed by 

w$en of my own nation andreligion^ bound byfo nutnytitf^ 

to ajjift mey left here friendUfs and unpitied both by a 

Prie^ and a Levite, men whofe profejjion and fuperior 

advantages of knowledge^ could not leave them in the 

dari in what manner they fhould dif charge this debt 

which my condition claim s ■ a fter this what hopes I 

what expeSlationsfrom apaffenger^ not only ajlranger 

hut a Samaritan^ releafed from all obligations to me^ 

and by a national dijlike inflamed by mutual ill offices^ 

now made my enemy ^ and more likely to rejoice at the 

evils which have fallen upon me, than to ^retch forth a 

handto/ave the from them I 

'Tis no unnatural foliloqny to imagine ; but the 

4l&ions of generous and compaifionate tempers bajQfe 

all little reafonings about them. True charitj, in 

the Apoftle's defcription, as it is kind, and is not 

ea6l7 provoked, fo it manifefted this charader here ; 
-.for we find when he came where he was, and be- 
held his diftrefs-— all the unfriendly paffions, which 
at another time might have rofe within him, now ut. 
terly forfook him and fied : when he faw his mis- 
fortunes—he forgot his enmity towards the man,— k 
dropped all the prejudices which education had plant* 
ed againft him, and in the room of them, all that 
was good and compaffionate was fufiered to fpeak ix^ 
his behalf. 

In benevolent natures the impulfe to pity is fo fud- 
Jfeo, that like inftruments of muiic which obey the 
touch t he obje&s which are fitted to excite fuch 

JDprei&ons work fo inftantaneous an efied, that yoa 
would thin]^ the will was fcarce concerned^ smd that 

Bj • 
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the mind was altogether paflive in tlie fjmpathj 
'U'hich her own goodnefs has excited. The truth is 

the foul is generally in fuch c^fes fo bufily taken 

up and wholly engroffcd by the objtd^ of pity, that 
fhc dees not attend to her own operations, or take 
Icifure to examine the principles upon which (he ads. 
bo that the Samaritan, though the moment he faw 
him he hud compaiTion on him, yer, fudden as the 
cmction is reprcfented, you are not to imagine that 
it was mt:chanica], but that there was a fettled prio' 
ciple of humanity and goodncfs which operated with- 
in him, and inHuenced not only the firil impulfe of 
kindntTs, but the continuation of it throughout the 
refl of fo engai;ing a behaviour. And becaufe it is 
a pleafure to lock into a good nr.ind, and trace out as 
far as one is able, what paffes within it on fuch oc- 
cafions, I fliiiU beg leave for a moment to« ftate an 
account of what was likely to pafs in his, and in 
what manner fo diftrefsful a cafe would necefistrjlj 
work upon fuch a difpofition. 

As he approached the place where the unfortunate 
man lay, the inftant he beheld him, no doubt fomc 
fuch train of refltclions as this would rife in his 
mind : *' Good God ! what a fpeiElacle of mifery do 

** I behold !- a man {lri;>ped of his raiment— 

*' wounded ^lying languiihing before me upoa 

*' the ground, juft ready to expire, without the 
" comfort of a friend to fupport him in his laft 
" agonies, or the profpe»!:\ of a hand to clofehis eyes 
** when his pains are over. But perhaps my concern 
** fliould Icflcn, wheii I rtfled on the relations in 
** which we ftand to each other — ihat he is a Jewr, 
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" and I a Samaritan. — But are we not ftill both men ^ 
" partakers of the fame nature — and fubjed. to the 
** fame evils ! Let me change conditions with 

*' him for a moment, and coniider^ had his lot be- 
** fallen me as I journeyed in the way, what mea- 
** fure I {bould have expeded at his hand — Should 
** I wifh, when he beheld me wounded and half- 
** dead, that he fliould fhut up his bowels of com- 
** paffion from me, and double the weight of my 
" miferies by paffing by and leaving them uapitied? 

** But 1 am a ft ranger ta the man ; be it fo— — 

^* but I am no ftranger to his condition misfor- 

** tunes are of no particular tribe or nation, but be- 
** long to us all ; and have a general claim upon Wrp 
** without diftin£tion of climate, country, or reli- 

^^ gion. BefideSy though I am a ftranger ^cis nor 

" fault of his that I do not know him, and 'therefore 
** unequitable he ihould fuffer by it ; — Flad 1 known 
*' him poffibly I fhould have had caufe to love and 
*' pity him the mort — For aught I know, he is fome 
** one of uncommon merit, whofe life is rendered 
*' ftill more precious, as the lives and happinefs of 
** others may be involved in it ; perhaps at this in- 
•* ftant that h« lies here forfaken, in all this niifery^ 
** a whole virtuous family is joyfully looking for his 
*' return, and affectionately counting the -hours of 
" his delay. Oh ! did they know what evil had 
•' befallen him— —how would they fly to fuccoar 
** him 1 Let me then haften to fupply thofe ten- 

** der offices of binding up his wounds, and carry-* 

** ing him to a place of fafety or, if that afiiii- 

**,ariCC comes too late, I (hall corrifort him at leaiij 
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" in his laft hour and, if I can do nothing die, 

■I ffiali foften his misfortunes by dropping % 

tear of pity over them." 

'Tis almoll neccflarj to imagine the good Samaii* 
tan ^as influenced by fome fuch thoughts as thefe| 
from the uncommon generofity of his behaviour, 
which is reprefented by our Savjour operating like 
the warm zeal of a brother, mixed with the affec- 
tionate difcretion and care of a parent, who was not 
fatisfied with taking him under his protedion, and 
fiipplyiiig his prefeot wants, but in looking forwards 
for him, and taking care that his wants fhould be 
fupplied when he iEould be gone, and no longer near 
to befriend him. 

I think there needs no ftronger argument to prove 
how univerfally and deeply the feeds of this virtue of 
compaflion are planted in the heart of man, than in 
the plea fu re we take in fuch reprefentations of it • 
and though fome men have reprefented human na^ 
ture in other colours (though to what end I know 
not), yet the matter of fa6t is fo ilrong againft them, 
that from the general propenfity to pity the unfor- 
tunate, we exprefs that fenfation by the word Im* 
mnnify, as if it was infe parable from our nature. 
That it is not in/eparabU, I have allowed in the for- 
mer part of tbisdifbourfe, from fome reproachful in- 
ftances of fclfifh tempers, which feem to take part in 
nothing beyond themfelves: yet I am perfuaded, and 
afRrm 'tis flill fo great and noble a part of our na- 
ture, that a man muft do great violence to himfelf, 
and fiifFer many a painful confll^, before he has 
brought liimfelf to a diflFerent difpofilion. 
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*Ti3 obfervablc in the foregoing account| that when 
the pried came to the place where he was, he pafl*ed 
by on the other fide . He might have paffed by, 

you'll fay, without turning afide.^ No, there is a 

fecret fliame which attends every aft of inhuman! ty, 
not to be conquered in the hardefl natures ; fo- tbat, 
BS in other cafes, fo efpecially in this, many a man 
will do a cruel zSt, who at! the fame time will blufli 
to look you in the face, and is forced to turn afide 
before he can have a heart to execute his purpofe. 

Inconfiflent creature that man is ! who at that in- 
ftant that he does what is wrong, is hot able to 
withhold his teftimony to what is good and praife- 
worthy. 

I have now done with the parable, which was the 
^v& part propofed to be confidered in this difcourfe i 
and fhould prooeed to the fecond, which fo naturally 
falls from it, of exhorting you, as our Saviour did 
the lawyer upon it, to go and do fo likewife ; but I 
have been fo copious in my reflexions upon the ftory 
itfelf, that I find I have infenfibly incorporated into 
them almoft all that I fliould have faid here in re- 
commending fo amiable an example ; by which means 
I have unawares anticipated the tafk I propofed. I 
Ihall therefore detain you no longer than with ft fingle 
remark upon the fubjeft in general, whieh is this : 
Ifis obfervable in many places of fcripturc, that our 
Ueffed Saviour, in defcribing the 4^y of judgtbdity 
does it in fuch a manner, as if the great inquiry then, 
wag' to relate principally to this one virtue of com- 
paffion— and as if our final fentence at that fo- 
hmojlj was to be pronounced exactly according to 
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the degrees of it. " I was a hungered and ye gave 
** me meat — thirfty, and ye gave me drink— naked, 
*' and ye clothed me — I was lick, and ye vifited me 
*< — in prifon and ye came unto me." Not that we 
are to imagine from thence, as if any other good or 
evil action ihould then be overlooked by the eye of 
the All-feeing Judge, but barely to intimate to us, 
that a charitable and benevolent difpofition is fo 
principal and ruling a part of a man's chara£ler, a& 
to be a confiderable teft, by itfelf, of the whole frame, 
and temper of his mind, with which all other virtues 
and vices refpe6lively rife and " fall, and will almoil 

neceffarily be connedled Tell me therefore of a 

cofnpaffionate man, you reprefent to rae a man of a 
thoufand other good qualities on whom I can de- 
pend — whom I may fafely truft with my wijfe — my 
cHildren, my fortune and reputation — 'Tis for this, 

as the Apoille argu .s from the fame principle 

** that he will not commit adultery — that he will not 
** kill — that he will not ileal — that he v/ill not bear 
" falfe witnefs." That is, the forrows which are flir- 
red up in men's hearts by fuch trefpaffes, are fa 
tenderly felt by a compaflionate man, that it is not 
in his power or his nature to commit them. 

So that well might he conclude, that charity, by 
which he means the love to your neighbour, was the 
end of the commandment, and that whofoever fulfil- 
led if, had fulfilled the law. 

Now to God, %Sc. Amen.. 
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Self-Knowledge . 



a SAMUEL XII. 7. lA part. 
And Nathan faid uuto David, Thoo art the man. 

1 HERE is no hiftorical paflage in fcripturc which 
gives a more remarkable inftance of the deceitfulnefs 
of the heart of man to itfelf, and of how little we 
truly know of ourfelves, than this; wherein David 
is convidted out of his own mouth, and is led bj the 
prophet to condemn and pronounce a fevcre judg- 
ment upon another, for an ad of injaftice, which 
he had paffed over in himfelf, and poffiblj reconciled 
to his own confcience; To know one's felf, one 
would think, could be no verj difficult leflbn : — for 
who, you'll fay, can well be truly ignorant of him- 
felf and the true difpofition of his own heart ? If a 
" man thinks at all, he cannot be a ftranger to what 
pafles there he muft be conlcious of his own 
thoughts and defires, he muft remember his paft 
purfuits, and the true fprings and motives which in 
general have diredled the actions of his life : he may 
hang out falfe colours and deceive the world, but 
how can a man deceive himfelf ? That a man can— • 
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is eyidenty becaufe he dailj does fo.— Scriptttre telb 
us, and gives us many hiftorical proofs of it, befidet 
this to which the text refers—** That the heart of 

man is treacherous to itfelf, and deceitful above ail 
things ;" and experience and every hoar's com- 
merce with the world confirois the trath of this 
feeming paradox, ** That though man is the onljr 
** creature endowed with refledtion, and confequent- 
** ly qualified to know the moft of hknfelf,— yet fo 
** it happens, that he generally knows the leaft 
** and, with all the power which God has given him 
*' of turning his eyes inward upon himfelf, and tak- 
** ing notice of the chain of his own thoughts and 
** defires — ^yet, in fuGt, is generally fo inattentive, 
^* but«always fo partial an obferver of what pafles, 
** that he is as much, nay often, a much greater 
^* fi ranger to his own difpofition and true cbarader, 
'* than all the World befides." 

By what means he is brought under fo manifeft 
a delufion, and how he fuffers himfelf to be fo gro(s- 
ly impofed upon in a point in which he is capable of 
knowing fo much better than others, is not hard to 
give an account of; nor need we feek farther for it, 
than amongft the caufes which «re every day per« 
verting his reafon, and mifleading him. We are 
deceived in judging of ourfelves, juft as we are in 
judging of other things, when our paffions and in- 
elinations are called in as counfellors ; and we fuffer 
ourfelves to fee and reafon jufl fo far and no farther 
than they give -us leave. How hard do we find it to 
pafs an equitable and found judgment in a ^matter 
where our ii^tereft is deeply concerned !. i and even 
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lAere there is the remoteft.xonfideration of felf, con- 
-Beded with the point be£br| us, what a ftrange bias 
does it hang upon our minds, and how difficult is it 
to difengage our judgm^t^ entirely from it ! with 
what reludance are we brought to think evil of a 
friend whom we have long loved and ef!eemed ? and 
though there happens to be ^j^ng appearances againft 
him how apt are we to (njCErlook or put favourable 
conftrudions upon them, and even fometimes, when 
our zeal and friend{hip tranfport us, to affign the 
beft and kindeft motives for the worft and moil un« 
juftifiable parts of his condu6^ ! 

We are ftill worfe cafuifts, and the deceit is pro- 
portionablj dronger with a man, when he is going 

to judge of himfelf that deared of all parties, 

£0 clofely connedted with him — fo much and fo long 

beloved of whom he has fo early conceived the 

higheft opinion and efteem, and with whofe merit 
be has all along, no doubt, found fo much reafon to 
be contented. It is not an eafy matter to be fevere, 
where there is fuch an impulfe to be kind, or to ef- 
&ce at once all the tender impreffiona in favour of fo 
old a friend, which di fabled us from thinking of him 
as he is, and feeing him in the -light, may be, in 
which every one elfe fees him. 

So that however eafy this knowldge of one's felf 
may appear at firft fight, it is other wife when we 
^me to examine ; fince not only in pra6tice, but 
tvea in fpe^ulation and theory, we find it one of the 
^aideft and mod painful leiTons. Some of the earlieft 
hftraAors of mankind, no doubt, found it fo too; 
iiid in that reafon, foon faw the neceffity of laying 
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fiK-i n {|icr.> W{^^n this oimt prrc^pt of fclf know- 
Iv '4.-, w^iicli, Inr its c\(iU«nt wiKl.»rn and ufeful- 
i:« r., iniMj- of tiiim ru;)j)'jf{-d to be a ilivine iVirec- 
ti -1 ; tliat it criT.i' tlivvn from If" ivtn, and compre- 
l.i iii.il the \vIi».K- *.ircl.: b..tli nf the* knowledge and 
tlu" vliity of !n VA. And iiid-. od I'leir z,c:;l mi'rht c&filj 
!>.* allo'.v;:d in fo lii-^h ar] encomium uoon the attain* 
mint (^f a viiim-, t'le want of vvliich fo of :en baffled 
their iMlhiu'li.Jii'., an.l it ink- red tlicir endeavours of 
n-fiiiming tliv li«j:irt vii;; uiid 111*' Lfs. For who could 
t';::;k (.{ \\ !(.r')rnv.iriou ofthe fiuilts witJiin him, who 
k:n*v not wh»:re they liy, or coidd fet about correft- 
in-% till he li;i 1 lit :l come to a fciue of the dcfeSs 
which rcquiicd il ? 

Rut this was a point always much eafier rccora- 
mended by public inilruclors, than fhown how to 
bj put in practice: and tlie re fore others, who equally 
fonglit the reformarion of mankind, obferving, that 
this dire6): road which led to it was guarded on all 
fides by felf-lovc, and conefquently very difficult to 
open accefs, foon found out that a different and 
more artful courfe was rcqu'Gte : as they had not 
ftre!^:.th to remove this flattering paffion which ftood 
in their way, and blocked up all the paflages to tlie 
heart, they endeavoured by ftratagem to get beyond 
it, and by a ikilful addrefs, if poffible, to deceive itt 
This gave rife to the early manner of conveying their 
inrtrudions in parables, f.Voles, and fuch fort of it 
direct applications, which, though they could no. 
conquer this pri'.ic:i>le of felf-love, yet often laid i 
afi.ep, or at lead over- reached it for a few momeois 
till a iufl judgm.Mit could be procured. 
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, The prophet Nathan feetns to have been a great 
mailer in this way of addrefs. David had greatly 
difpleafed God by two grievous fins which he had 
committtedy and the prophet's commiffion was, to go 
and bring him to a conviction of them, and touch 
his heart with a fenfe of guilt for what he had done 
igainft the honour and life of Uriah. 
' jj^^The holy man knew, that was it any one's cafe 
out David's own, no man would have been fo quick- 
fightied in difcerning the nature of the injury, 
more ready to have redreffed it, or who would have 
felt more compafGon for the party who had fufFered 
it, than he himfelf. 

• Inftcad therefore of declaring the real intention of 
his errand, by a dire6l accufation and reproof for 
the crimes he had committed ; he comes to him with 
a fii^itious complaint of a cruel ad of injuftice done 
by another : and accordingly he frames a cafe, not 
fo parallel to David's as he fuppofed would awaken 
his fufpicion, and prevent a patient and candid hear, 
ing, and yet not fo void of refemblance in the main 
circumflances, as to fail of linking him when (hown 
in_a proper light. 

And Nathan came and faid unto him, *' There 
*' were two men in one city, the one rich and the 
'• other poor— the rich man had exceeding many 
•* flocks and herds, but tj|e poor man had nothing 
" fiive one little ewe-lamb which he had bought and 
^ noariihed up— —and it grew up together with 
•* him and with his children— —it did eat of his 
■■* own meat, and drink of his own cup, and lay in 
** his bofom, and was unto him as a daughter- 
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^ and there came a traveller unto the rich man, and 
'^ he fpared to take of his own flock, and of hb own 
^ herd to drefs for the wajfaring man that was conae 
'' unto him, but took the poor man's lamb and drdt 
^* fed it for the man that was come unto him.** 

The cafe was drawn up with great judgment and 
beauty, the feveral minute circnmftances which 
heightened the injury truly affeftingy— -and 4^ 
ftrongly urged, that it would have been impofllible 
for any man with a previous fenfe of guilt upon . his 
mindy to have defended himfelf from fome degree of 
remorfe, which it muft naturally have excited* 

The ftory, though it fpoke only of the injuflice 
and oppreffive a£t of another man ■ yet it pointed 
to what he had lately done himfelf, with all the cir- 

cumflances of its aggravation ; and withal, the 

whole was fo tenderly addreffed to the heart and 
paifions, as to kindle at once the utmoft horror and 
indignation. And fo it did, — but not againft the 
proper perfon. In his tranfport he forgot himfelf; 
»— his anger geatly kindled againfl the man,-*and 
he faid unto Nathan, *' As the Lord liveth, the 
" man that hath done this thing Ihall furely'dic, 
** and he fhall reilore the lamb fourfold, becaufe he 
•* did this thing, and becaufe he had no pity." 

It can fcarce be doubted here, but that David's 
anger was real, and that he was what he appeared 
to b^, greatly provoked and exafperated againft the 
offender ; and, indeed, his fentence againft him 
proves he was fo above meafure. For to puniih the 
man with death, and oblige him to reftore fourfold 
befides, was highly unequitable, and not only dif« 
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propordoned to the offence, but .far above the utmoft 
rigour and feverity of the law, which, allowed a much 
Ibfter atonement, requiring, in fuch a cafe, no mor« 
than an ample reftitution and recompenfe in kind. 
The judgment, however, feems to have been trulj 
fincere and well-meant, and befpoke rather the ho* 
neft raflmefs of an nnfufpicious judge, than the cool 
^termination of a confcious and guilty man, who 
Blew he was going to pafs fentence upon himfelf. 

I take notice of this particular, becaufe it places 
this inftance of felf^eceit, which is the fubjefi of 
the difcourfe, in the firongeft light, and fully de« 
monilrates the truth of a faft in this great man, 
which happens every day among ourfelves, namely, 
that a man may be guilty of very bad and diflionefl 
aAions, and yet refleA fo little, or fo partially, upon 
what he has done, as to keep his confcience free, not 
only from guilt, but even the remoteil fufpicions^ 
that he is the man which in truth he is, and what 
the tenor and evidence of his life demonftrate. If 
we look into the world-*David's is no uncommon 
cafe ; we fee fome one or other perpetually 
copying this bad original, fitting in judgment upon 
himlielf^— hearing his own caufe, and not knowing 
what he is doing, haily in pafiing fentence, and even 
executing it too with wrath upon the perfon of ano- 
ther, when, in the language of the prophet, one 
might fay to him with juftice, ** Thou art the man." 
Of the many revengeful, covetous, falfe, and ill* 
iitared perfons which we complain of in the world, 
though we all join in the cry againft them, what man 
amongft us fingles out himfelf as a criminal, or ever 
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once takes it into his head that he adds to the num- 
ber ? — or where is there a man fo bad, who would 
not think it the liardeil and mofl unfair imputation, 
to have any of thofe particular vices laid to bis 
charge ? 

If he has the fjmptoms never fo flrong upon him, 
which he would pronounce infallible in another, 
they are indications of ho fuch malady in himfel^^ 
He fees, what no one elfe. fees, fome fecret and flat- 
tering circumdances in his favour, which no doubt 
make a wide difference betwixt his cafe and the 
party's which he condemns. 

What other man fpeakg fo often and vehemently 
againft the vice of pride, fcts the weaknefs of it in a 
more odious light, or is more hurt with it in another, 
than the proud man himfelf ? It is the fame with the 
paffionate, the defigning, the ambitious, and fome 
other common chardlers in life ; and being a confe- 
quence of the nature of fuch vices, and almofi infe- 
parable from them, the efFefts of it are generally fo 
grofs and abfurd, th^t where pity does not forbid, it 
is pleafant to obferve and trace the cheat through he 
feveral turnings and windings of the heart, and de- 
te6t it through all the ihapes and appearances . which 
it puts on. 

Next to thefe inftances of felf- deceit, and utter 
ignorance of our true difpofition and charafter, which 
appears in nut feeing that in ourfelves which (hocks 
us in another man \ there is another fpecies flill more 
dangerous and delufive, and which the more guarded 
perpetually fall into from the judgments they make 
of difiercnt vices, according to their age aiid com* 
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plexbn, and the various ebbs and flows of their paf* 
fions and defires. 

To conceive this, let anj man look into his own 
heart, and obferve in how different a degree of de- 
teflation numbers of adions Hand there, though 
equally bad and vitious in themfelves : he will foon 
find, that fuch of them as ftrong inclination or cuftom 
lias prompted him to commit, arc generally dreffed 
out and painted with all the falfe beauties which a 
foft and flattering hand can give them ; and that the 
others* to which he feels no propcnfity, appear at 
once naked and deformed, furrounded with all the 
Irue.circumflances of their folly and diflionour. 

When David furprifed Saul fleepin^ in the cave 
and cut off the ikirt of his robe, we read, his heart 
Cmote him for what he had done : — ft range, it fmote 
hini not in this matter of Uriah, where it had fo 
much ftronger reafon to take the alarm. — A whole 
year had almoft paffed from the fir ft commifEon of 
this injuftice, to the time the prophet was fent to 
reprove him ; and we read not once of any remorfe 
or compundlion of heart for what he had done : and 
it is not to be doubted, had the fame prophet met 
him when he was returning up out of the cave,— 
and told him, that, fcrupulous and confcientious as 
be then feemed and thought himfelf to be, he was 
deceiving himfelf, and was capable of committing 
t]ic fouleft and moft diihoriourable actions :- that 

^ ' 

lye ifliould one day murder a faithful and a valiant 
fervanty whom he ought in juflicc to have loved and 
looourcd ; — that he ftiould wirhout pity firft wound 
lim in the tendereft part, by taking away his dearefl 
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poireffiony^-and then unmercifully and rreacheronly 

rob him of his life Had Nathan io a prophetic 

fpirit foretold to David that he was capable of this, 
and tliat he fliould one daj aftually do it, and firoB 
no other motive but the momentary gratification of 
a bafc and unworthy paflion, he would have receiTd 
the prediAion with horror, and faid pofOblj with 
Hazael upon juft fuch another occalion, and with the 
fame ignorance of himfrlf, — Wbai ! iV thy fervani a 
dog that hejhouhl do this great thing / and yet in all 
likelihood, at that very time there wanted nothing 
but the fame degree of temptation, and the fame op- 
portunity to induce him to the fuii which afterwards 
overcame him. 

Tiius the cafe (lands with us ftill. When the 

pafTijiis are warmed, and the fin which prefents it* 

{Ai cxadly tallies to the defire, obferve how inipe- 

tuo Lilly a man will ruih into it, and a& againft all 

principles of honour, juftice, and mercy. Talk to 

him the moment after upon the nature of another 

vice to which he is not addidled, and from which 

perhaps his age, his temper, or rank in life fecure 

him ; take notice, how well he reafons, — with what 

equity he determines, — what an honeft indignation 

and fiiarpnefs he exprelTes againft it, and how infen- 

fibly his anger kindles againll the man who hath 

done this thing. 

Thus we are nice in grains and fcruples,-— ^bnt 
knaves in matters of a pound weight \ every day 
llraining at gnats, yet fwallowing camels ; — miferably 
cheatuig ourfdves, and torturing our reufon, to bring 



SEKMON IV. 49 

US in foch m report of the fin as fuits the prefent ap- 
petite and indiaation. 

Mod of us are aware of, and pretend to deteft 
the barefaced inftances of diat hjpocnfj by which 
men deceive others ; but few of us are upon our guard 
er fee that more fatal hjpocrify by which we deceive 
wad over-reach o«tr own hearts. It is a flattering 
and dangerous diftemper, which has undone thou* 
lands ;— -we faring the feeds of it along with us into 
the wocld-«-thej in(enfibly grow up with us from 
our childhood, — they lie kng concealed and undi« 
ftnrbedy and have generally got fuch deep root in our 
natures by the time we are come to years of under- 
ilanding and reflcdion, that it requires all we hav^ 
got to deHend ourfelves from their effects. 

To make the cafe ftill worfe on our fides, 'tis with 
Ihis as with every grievous difiemper of the body,-^ 
the remedies are dangerous and doubtful, in propor- 
tion to oor miilakes and ignorance of the caofe : for 
Jo the inftances of felf-deceit, though the head is fick, 
and the whole heart faint, the patient feldom knows 
what he ails : of all the things we know and leam> 
this necefTary knowledge comes to us the laft. 

:ITpdn what principle it happens thus> 1 have en** 
deavoured to lay open in the firft part of this dif« 
conrfe ; which I conclude with a ferious exhortation 
to ftmggle againft them : which we can only hope to 
do, by converfing more and cftener with ourfelvesy 
than the bufinefs and divcrfioos of the world gene« 
rally give us leave. 

We have a chain of thou^ts, defires, engage- 
.mentSy and idlenefles which perpetually return upon 
fToi. F. C 
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US in their proper time and order— let us, I befcedi 
vou, nflign and fet apart fome fmall portion of the 
day for this purpofe, — of retiring into ourfelves, tnd 
frarching into the daik corners and recefles of the 
l.cait, and taking notice of what is pafCng there, 
li*:: man can bring himfelf to do this tafk with a 
c.iri.^.us and inn partial eye, he will quicklj find the 
Iruica of it will more than reconnpenfe his time aod 
hi boar. He will fee feveral irregularities and un- 
I'ui'pcctcd paf&ons within him which he never was 
:i\vare of : — he will difcover, in his progrefs, manj 
iwcrct turnings and windings in his heart to which 
he was a flranger, which now gradually open and 
(iifclofe thcmfclves to him upon a nearer view: in 
iht;fc labyrinths he will trace out fuch hidden fprings 
and motives Tor manj of his mod applauded afiions, 
a^ will make him rather forry and aihamed of him- 
lv.lf, than proud. 

In a wordy he will under fl and bis errors, and then 
fee the neceffitj, with David, of imploring God to 
cleanfe him from his fecret faults, — and with fome 
hope and confidence to fay, with this great man after 
Ills conviftlon, — " Try me, O God, and feek the 
*' ground of my heart, prove me, and examine 
*' my tlioughts, — look well if there be any way of 
** wickednefs in me, and lead me ^in the way cvcr- 
•* lading" 

Now to God the Father, &c. &c. 
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TO 



VERY REVEREND 



l^CHARD OSBALDISTON, D. D. 



DEAN^OFYORKr 



Sir, 



tHAVE taken- the liberty* to ihfcribc this Difcourfe 
to you, in teftitnony of th« great refpeft which' 1* 
owe to your char^et in-general ; and from a fenfe 
of what is due to it in particular from every member 
of the Church of TerJk, ' 

I wifti I had as good a reafon for doing that, 
which ha§ given 'me th^ opportunity of making fo 
public "and jail an acknowledgment ; being afraid 
there can he little left to be faid upon the fubjeft of 
Gharityy which has not been often thought, and 
much, better exprefled by many who have gone be- 
fore : and indeed it feems fo beaten and common a 
path, that it is ndt an eafy matter for a new-comer 
to diftinguiQi himfelf in it, by any thing except the 
aovehy of his Vehicle, 

I beg, however. Sir, your kind acceptance of it 
aad of the motives which have induced me to ad* 
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drefs It to you ; one of which I cannot conceal in 
juftlce to myfelf, becaufe it has proceeded from the 
fenfe of many favours and civilities which I have re- 
ceived from you 1 am, 

HEVEREND SIR, 

Your mod obliged, and 
faitliful humble Servant, 

LAURENCE STERNE. 



S E R M O N V. 

The Cafe of Elijah and the Widow of 
Zarephath coiolidered, . 



I KINGS XVII. 1 6. 

An<1 rhc barrel of mral wafted not, neither did the crufc of nil 
fail, according to the word of the Lord which he fpakc by the 
prophet Elijah. 

1 HE words of the text are the record of a minurtp . 
wrought in behalf of the widow of Zarephath, wnd'^''' 
had charitably taken Elijah under her roof, and aH* 
miniftered unto hiin in a time of great fcarcity anil 
diftrefs. There is fomething very intcreliing and 
aff;6\ionate in the manner this ftory is related in 
holy writ : and as it concludes with a fecond ft ill 
more remarkable proof of God's favour to the fam^ 
pecfon, in the relloratlon of her dead fon to life, one 
cannot but confider both miracles as rewards of that 
afl of piety, wrought by infinite power, and It ft 
upon record in fcripture, not merely as tcllimonics 
of the prophet's divine rnifBon, but likcwife as two 
encQuragii^g inftances of God Almighty's bltffino- 
upon works of charity and benevolence. 

In this view I have made choice of this piece of 
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facred hiftory ; which I fiiall beg leave to make ufe 
of as the ground-work for an exhortation to charity 
in general : and that it may better anfwer the par-* 
ticular purpofc of this folemnity, I will endeavour to 
enlarge upon it with fuch reflexions, as, I truft in 
God, will excite feme fentiments of compaffion 
which may be profifable to fo pious a defign. 

Ellyb had fled from two dreadful evils,, the ap»» 
proach of a famine, and the perfeqution of Ahab, an 
enraged enemy : and-, in obedience la the command: 
cf God, had hid liimfelf by the brock Cherith, that 
is before Jordan. In this fafe and peaceful folitudf, 
bleflfed with daily marks of GoD*s providence, the. 
holy man dwelt free both from, the cares^aod glorie% 
of the world : by miraculous impulfe tbi ravens hrougbt 
Jfim bread andjlejb in the mornings and bread andftefih 
in tbe evenings and be drank of tbe brook : till,^by con- 
tinuance of drought (the windows of heaven being 
ihut up in thofe days for three years and ^ months,^ 
which was the natural caufe likewilie of the famine), 
it came to pafs after a while, that the brook, the 
great fountain of his fupport, dried up ; and he is 
again direded by the word of the Lord where to be- 
take himfelf f3r (helter. He is commanded to trifc 
and go to Zarephath, which belonegth to Zidon,. 
with an affurance that he had difpofed the heart of a 
widow woman there to fuliairt him. 

The prophet follows the call of his God.: the Came 
hand which brought him to the gate of. the city, had 
led alfo the poor widow out of her doors oppreflTed 
with forrow. She had come foith upon airclancholy, 
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crtand^. to make preparation to eat her lafl meal and 
ftare it with her child. 

No doubt fhe had low:^ fenced ajs^ainft this tra^cal 
ifv^ent with all the thriftj management which felf- 
prcfervation and parental love could infpire ; full, no 
doubty of cares and many tender apprehenfions, left 
the flender ftock ihould fail them before the retura 
of plenty. * 

But as flie was a widow, having loft the only 
faithful friend who would hci\ have affifted her in* 
•his virtuous ftruggle, the prefent neceflity of the 
umes at length overcame her : and flie was juft fal- 
•iDg down an eafy prey to if, when Elijah came to 
:hc place where flie was. j^nd be called unto her, and 
^aid. Fetch pie, I pray thee y a little water in a vej/el^ 
bat I may drink. And as Jhe was going to fetch it ^ 
7$ called unto her, and /aid. Bring me, I pray thee, a 
norfel of bread in thine hand. Andjhefaid, As the 
lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful' 
\fmeal in a barrel, and a little oil in a crufe i andbe^ 
i^ld, I am gathering two flicks, that I may go in and 
]refs it for me and myfon, that we may eat and die i 
4nd Elijah f aid unto her. Fear not, but go and do as 
boubq/lfaid : but make me thereof a little cakefr/l, and' 
ring it unto me, and after make/or thee-andfor thy fon 
Fir thus faith the LordGodoflfr^el, The barrel of meal^ 
iaU nat wa^e, neither Jhall the crufe of oil fail, until the 
by thai the Lord fendeth rain upon the earth. 

True charity is always unwilling to find excufes— ^' 
Ife'here was a fair opportunity of pleading many ;.- 
IB might have iniifted over again upon her fitua- 
bo^^ which neceifarily tied up her hands— i^lhe mighc' 
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? : V ; rr.\: S. : ). t \i :: n : f cr .bit v e i i of the re qut ft ;— 
»■ .1- ■. . V. a^ rLi'.r.c- vi to the lowtil extremity already 
— ti'd i! ..t i: \\;i; corf.uiv lo jid^ice and ihc fiill 
l.»-v ( I :.,i!..r'-, to icb l.crulf ar.d child cf their Ull 
II. c : u \ ..m". ^ -.vc It to 'rt ll ranger. 

H :t in ^tiurous fp'ritf, compoiTitjn is fomctimcs 
r-TC i*:an a b.ii.ir.ce for fLlf-prt.i*ervatiop, For, m 
<i . D c-rtair.ly i.»:rr\vcve t^at fiiendlj- fofmefs incur 
r.i'ur-.-, tr be a t^tck i:pcn too great a prnprnfit? 
to-.^arLis Viif Lvc — lo it feenied to operate here.^— 
F.T it is cbl\r\t:bi", il.at thoUj^h tlie prophet backtd 
his rtq'.i:fl Vs :\)i the proniifc of an immediate re- 
frmj^eMc :n n: ji:i;;lj>ing her llock ; jet it is rot 
fvidciit :!-.c \v.i5 i' fiucixcri at all by that temptatior. 
Fnr if ihe h:id, i\^iibtl-fs it mull have wrought fuch 
p. rr:ixt;ire cf kit intcrtft into the motive of her com- 
I'! .'.r.ce, as mull i;r«:a:!y Iiave alUysd the merit of the 
i\c\ 'i'A, But this, I fay, docs not appear, but rather 
ihL- cci.trary, from the rcfltclijn Qie makes upon the 
wh'le in the l.iil vcrfe of th' chapter. Now hy ibis 
J inow that thou art a man of God^ and that the word 
e/ the Lord in thy mouth is truth, 

Bcfidc?, as fhc ivr»s an inhabitant of Zarephath 
(or, as it is called hv S' Luke, Sarepta, fubjeft to 
Sidon, the metropolis of Pl.t-nicia, without the bounds 
of God's pccpk), flie had been brought up in grofs 
darknefs and idolatry, in utter igr.oiance of theLoRD 
Cod of Ifratl : or, if (lie had heard of his name, 
w-i'ch is all tl^at fecms probable, ihe had been taught 
'fb 1 eve the mighty woiiders of his hand^ and 
■': -^ h fs likely to believe his prophet. 

■ . (he might argue, if this man, by fome 
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fecret myftery of his own, or through the power of 

his. God, is able to procure fo preternatural a fupply 

for me, whence comes it to pafs, that he now ftands 

in want himfelf, opprefled both with hunger and 
third ? 

It appears, therefore, that ihe muft have been 

wrought upon by an unmixed principle of humanity. 

(he looked upon him as a fellow partner almoft 

in the fame affliftion with herfelf^ She coiifidered 

he had come a weary pilgrimage, in afullry climate^ 
through an exhaufted country, where neither bread 
or water were to be had, but by a6ls of liberality. — 
That he had come an unknown traveller ; and as a 
hard heart never wants pretence, that this circum- 
ftance, which fliould ratlier have befriended, might 

have helped to opprefs him. She confideied, for 

charity is ever frutful in kind reafons, that he was 
now far from his own country, and had ft rayed out 
of the reach of the tender offices of feme one who, 
affedlionately mourned his abfence — Her heart was 
touched with pity — She turned in filence, and went 
and did according as he bad /aid. ^nd behold ^ botbjbe, 
and hcy and her houfe^ did eat many days ; or, as in the 
margin, one whole year, yind the barrel of meal 
wajied not^ neither did the crufe oj oil/ail, until the day 
that Godfent rain upon the earth. 

Though it may not feem ncceflary to raife ocn- 
jeftures here upon this event, yet it is natural to 
fuppofp, the danger of the famine being thus uncv. 
pcdfdly got over, that the mother began to lock 
hopefully forwards upon the reft of her days. Tlitre 
ipr-cre many widows in Ifrael at that time, when the 
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luvivcns wc:e liut up for three years and fix iro^.ths; 
yet, IS St. Luke obferves, to none of them was thepn^ 
fbet/cnt,/avc to this -.luiozv of Sar^/}fa :. in all liket 
hocci, (he would not be the laft in making the fame 
cb'crvation, and dj-aAing fiom it fome flattering con-- 

c I II firm in favour of her fon. Many a parent 

\^ould biiiUl hi;;h nno:i a worfe f.-»iindation. — " Since 
•* t!ie God of Ifiarl has thus font his own meffciK 
** gcT to us in ourdillrcfs, to pafs by fo many houfci- 
*• of his o'.vii people, ai.d llopat mine, to fa ve it in 
'* fo miraculoiib a manner from deflruftion j doubr- 
•• Itrfs, t!ils is but an earnefl of his future kind in- 
•• tentiers to us : at Icaft his goodnefs has decreed 
•* to comfort my old a^e, by .He long life ard health 
** of my fon: — but perhaps, he has Tmething greater 
*' ft ill in ftore for him ; and I (hull live to fee the 
** fame hand hercaffor crown his. head with glory 
** and honour.'' We may natarally fuppofe her 
innocently carried away with fuch thoughts, when 
flie is called back by an unexpefted dill em per which', 
furprifes her for, ai'd in one moment brings down all 

her hopes -fof hisfichicfs "luasf afore that there was- 

fin breath left in him. 

Tne exp'.)(lula-ions of immoderate grief are feldom 
jiifl. P'or, ih()ii,;h E'lijcih had already preferved her 
fon, as \^ ell as hei feif, from immediate death, and' 
was the liiit caufo to bt fufpecled of fo fad an acci- 
d Tit ; yet tlie pr.Rioi^ate mother, in the firft tranf- 
port, challenges him as tlie author of her misfortune; 

as if he had brought down fortow upon a houfe 

which had fo hofpitably Iheitered him. The pro- 
p^.e,t was too. full of compaffion to make, reply to. ft- 
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xtnkmA an accufation. He takes the dead child out of 
his mother^ s bo/om, and laid him upon his own bed: And 
he cried unto the Lord, andftiid, Lord my God, hcift. 
thou brought evil upon the widow with whom Ifojouhn^., 
hy Jlayiug her fonf " Is this thc*reward of all her 
** charity and goodncfs? Thou haft before this rob^ 
** bed her of the dear partner of all her joys and all> 
** her cares ; and now that flie is a widow, and has- 
** moft reafon to expeft thy pFote&ion ; behold thou 
** haft withdrawn her laft prop : thou haft taken 
** away her child, the only ftay (be had to reft on."* 
And Elijah cried unto God, and f aid, Lord my 
Cody Ipray thee, let this child* s foul come into him again* 
The prayer was urgent, .and befpoke the diftrcfs of a 
human mind deeply fuffering in the misfortunes of 
another j — moreover, . his heart was rent with other 
paffions. — He was zealous for the name and honour 
of his GoD,v and thought not. only his omnipotence, 
but his glorious attribute of mercy, concerned in the 
event:, for oh ! with what triumph would the pro- 
phets of Baal- retort his own bitter taunt, and fay, 
his God was either talking, or he was purfuing, or was 
is a journey; or per adventure he Jlept, and Jhould have 

heen awaked !• ^He was moreover involved in the 

fucccfs of his prayer himfelf ;— -Jioneft, minds are 
moft hurt by fcandail.-- And he was afraid, left fo 
ibul a one, fo unworthy of his charaflcr, might arife 
among the heathen, who would report with pleafure: 
<• Lo ! the widow of Zarephath took the meflenger 
*« of the God of Ifrael under her roof, and kindly 
^ entertained him, and fee bow ftie is rewarded ! 
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Surely t^ie prophet was ungrateful ; he wanted 
power, or what is worfe, he wanted pity." 
Bcfidcs all this, he pleaded not only the caufe o£ 
the widow; it was the caufe of charity itfclf, which 
liad received a deep wound alreadv, and Would fufier 
flill more (hould GoD deny it this teflimony of his 
f a vo u r . So the Lord heat kened unto the voice of Elijah^ 
and the foul of the child came unto htm cigain^ and he 
revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him 
down out of the chamber into the houfe, and delivered 
htm unto his mother; and Elijah faid, See, thy fnn 
iiveih.^^ 

It would be a pleafure to a good mind to flop hf re 
a moment, and figure to itfelf the pifture of fo joy- 
ful an event. — To behoM on one hand the raptures 
of the parent, overcome with furprife and gratitude, 
and imagine how a fudden ftroke of fuch impetuous 
joy mnft operate on a defpairing countenance, long 

accudomed to fadntfs. To conceive on the other 

fide of the piece, the holy man approaching with the 
child in his arms — full of honed triumph in his looks, 
but fvveetened with all the kind fympathy which a 
gentle nature could overflow with upon fo happy an 
event. It is a fubje£l one might recommend to the 
pencil of a great genius, and would even afford mat- 
ter fordefcription here ; but that it would lead us 
too far from the particular purpofe, for which I have 
enlarged upon thus much of the (lory already ; the 
chief defign of which is, to illuftrate by a fafl, which 
is evident both in reafon and fcripture, that a cha- 
ritable and good adlion is feldom cafl away, but that, 
even in this life, it Is mort than probable, that what 
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is fo fcattered fliall be gathered again with increafe. 
Cajl thy bread upon the waters^ and thou Jhalt find it 
after many day s» Be as a father un the father lefs^ and 
in/lead of an husband unto their mot I er ;fo Jhalt thou be 
as afon of the Moji High, and he will love thee r?iore 
than thy mother doth. Be mindful of good turns , for 
thou knowejl not what evil /hall come upon the earth ; 
and when thou fallefi thou /halt find a fiay . It fiju II 
preferve thee from all ajfii^liofi^ and fight /or tkce 
againfl thy enemies better than a mighty fijie Id and a 
fir ongf pear. 

The great inftaSJlIty of temporal affairs, and ccjn- 
ftant fl.u<fluation of every thinj); in this world, afford 
perpetual occafions of taking refuge in fuch a fecuritj. 
. What by fucceffive misfortunes ; by failings and 
crofs accidents in trade ; by mifcarriage of projefts : 
what by unfuitable expences of parents extra* 
vagances of children, and the many other fecret ways 
whereby riches make themfclves wings and fly away ; 
fo many furprifing revolutions do every day happen 
in families, that it may not feem ftrange to fay that 
the pofterity of fome of the mod liberal contributors 
here, in the changes which one century may pro- 
duce, may poffibly find fheltcr under this very plant 
which now they fo kindly water. Nay, fo quickly 
fometimes has the wheel turned round, that many a 
man has lived to enjoy the benefit of that charity 
which his own piety projedled. 

But bcfides this, and exclufive of the right which 
God's promife gives it to proteftion hereafter, cha- 
rity and benevolence, in the ordinary chain of ef- 
fe&s^ have a natural and more immediate tendency 
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in themfclves to refcue a man from the accideoits of 
the world,. by foftening the hearts, and winning every 
roan's wiflies to its intereft. When a compaffionate 
man falls, who would not pity him ? who^ chat had 
ppwer to do it, would not befriend and raife him up ? 
or could the moft barbarous temper offer an iafult to 
his diftrefs without pain and reludance ? So that it- 
is almofl a wonder that covetoufnefs, even in fpite 
ofitfelf, does not'fometimes argue a man into cha--'' 
rity, by its own principle of looking forwards, and 
the firm expectation it would delight in, of receiving 
its own again with ufury—— So 'evident is it 'in the 
co'urfe of God's providence, and the natural flxeam 
of things, that a good ofHce one time or other gene- 
rally meets with a reward— —Generally, did I fay ?' 

how CRU it ever fail ?■ ■ when, befides all this, 

fo large a fhare of the recompenfe is fo infeparaUt 
even from the adtion itfelf. Afk the man who has a^ 
tear of tendernefs always ready to ihed over the un« 
fortunate ?- who, withal,, is ready to diilribute and. 
iw^illing to communicate; afk him,, if the befl things^ 
v^hich wits have faid of pleafure, have expreffed whaf 
he has felt, when, by a feafonable kindnefs, he has 
made the, heart ofth^ widow Jing for joy^ Mark then 
the ezprefTions of unutterable pleafure and harmony 
in his looks, and fay, .whether Solomon has not fixed- 
the point of true enjoyment in the right phice, when-, 
he declares, ^* that he knew no good there was in 
•* any of the riches or honours of this world, hut for- 
" a man to do good with them in his life^'*^ Nor was it 
without reafon he made this judgment.— —Doubt— 
lefs he had found and feen the infufficieucy o£ alU 
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feofaal pleafares ; how^unable to furnifiteither a ra- 
tional or a lading fcheme of happinefs ; how fooa 
the bed of them vanlfhed ; the lefs exceptionable ia 
vanity, but the guilt j both in vanity and vexation of' 
fpirit. But that this waa of fo pure and refined a 
aature, it burned without confuming : it was figura^^ 
lively the widow* s barrel of meai whifh wafied not^ and- 
€rufe of oil which never failed:. 

It ia not an eafj matter to add weight to the tefti^ 
mony of the wifejl many, upoa the pkafure of doing 
good ; or clfe the evidence of the philofopher Epicurus 
is very remarkable, whofe word in this matter is the 
more to be trafted,,becaufe a profeSed fenfualifl ; who^^ 
ainidft all the delicacies-and improvements of plea» 

Gore ^ich a luxuriant £ancy might ilrike out, ftili 
maintained, that the bed way of enlarging human 

fatppinefs, was by a communication of it to others* 

^ And if it was necefl^ry here, or there was time to. 

xefine upon thi& doftrine, one might farther main- 

tain, ezdufive of the happitiefs which the mind it- 

felf feels in the exercife of this virtue, that the V4cry 

iKMly of man is never in a better date than when he 

is moft inclined to do good offices : — that as nothing 

more contributes to health than a benevolence of. 

temper, fo nothing gene rally was a flronger indication 

of it. 

And what feems to confirm this opinion,, is an 

ol>fervation, the troth of- which mud be fubmitted to 
every one's reflexion — namely — that a difinclination 
s^d backwardnefs to do good, is often ^attended, if 
not produced, by an indifpofitiou of the animal as. 
W.ell as. rational part of us : . ■ .So aaturallj^ do. tb^- 
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foul and bodj, as in other cafes fo in this, mutually 
befriend, or prey upon each other. And, indeed 
fetting afide all abflrufer reafoning upon the point, I 
cannot conceive but that the very mechanical motions 
which maintain life, mufl be performed with more 
equal vigour and freedom in that man whom a great 
and good foul perpetually inclines to fliow mercy to 
the miferablc, than they can be in a poor fordid, 
felfilh wretch, whofe little contradled heart melts at 
no man's afflidion; but fits brooding fo intently over 
its own plots and concerns, as to fee and feel nothing, 
and, in truth, enjoy nothing bw^jond himfelf ; and of 
whom one may fay, what that great matter of nature 
lias, fpeaking of a natural fenfe of harmony, which 
I think with more juttice may be faid of compaflioni 
that the man who had it not, i 

— Was fit for trcafons ftratagems and fpoils; 
The MOTIONS of his fpirirff are dull as night ; 
And his affccSbioni dark as Eiebus : 
—Let no fuch man be trufted.— 

What divines fay of the mind, naturalifts have ob- 
ferved of the body j that there is no pai&on fo natu* 
ral to it as love, which is the principle of doing 
good : . ■ .and though inflances, like this juft men« 
tioned, feem far from being proofs of it, yet it is 
not to be doubted, but tliat very hard- hearted man 
has felt much inward oppolition before he could pre* 
vail upon himfelf to do aught to fix and dcferve the 
character ; and that what we fay of long habits of 
vice, that they are hard to be fubdued, may with 
equal truth be faid concerning the natural impref* 
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fions of benevolence, that a man muft do much vio- 
lence to himfelf, and fuffer many a painful flruggle, 
before he can tear away fo great and noble a part of 

his nature. Of this, antiquity has preferved a 

beautiful inftance in- an anecdote of Alexander the 
tyrant of Pheres, who, though he had fo induftri- 
ouflj hardened his heart as to feem to take delight in 
cruelty, infomuch as to murder many of his fubjefts 
every day, without caufe and without pity ; yet, at 
the bare reprefentation of a tragedy, which related 
the misfortunes of Hecuba and Andromache, he was 
fo touched with the fidlitious diftrtfs which the poet 
had wrought up in it, that he burft out into a flood 
of tears. The explication of which inconfiftency is 
eafy, and calls as great a luilre upon human nature* 
as the man himfelf was a difgrace to it. The cafe 

ieeais to have been this In real life he had been 

blinded with paflions, and thoughtlefsly hurried on 
by intereft or refentement ; — ^but here, there was no 
room for motives of that kind : fo that his attention 
being firft caught hold of, and all his vices laid afleep ; 

■ ■ then Nature awoke in triumph, and ihowed 
how deeply (he had fown the feeds of compaffion in 
every mai.'s breaft ; when tyrants, with vices the 
moft at enmity with if, were not able entirely to 
root it out. 

But this is painting an amiable virtue, and fctting 
ber off with (hades which wickednefs lends us, when 
one might fafely trull to the force of her own na- 
tural charms, ai'.d afk. Whether any thing under 
heaven, in its own nature, is more lovely and en- 
gaging ? ■ To illuftrate this the more, let us turn 
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our thoughts within ourfelves, and for a moment let 
any number of us here imagine ourfelves at this in- 
ilant engaged in drawing the mod perfeft and ami- 
able charad^er^ fuch, as, according to our concep- 
tions of the Deitj, we ihould think mod acceptabte 
to him, and moft likely to be univerfallj admired by*' 
all mankind. — I appeal to your own thoughts,- -whc— 
ther the firft idea which offered itfelf to mod" of our^ 
imaginations y would not be that of a compaffibnate 
benefa<^or, (Iretching forth his hands to raife up the 
belplefs orphan ? Whatever other virtues we fhould- 
give our hero, we {hould alt agree^in making him a ^ 
generous friend, who thought the opportunities of 
doing good to be the only charm of his profperity : 
we (hould paint him like the Pfalmift'sri-o^r ofGod, 
overflowing the thirfty parts of the earth, that he 
might enrich them, carrying plenty and gladneCi 
along with him. If thfe was not fufficient, and wc 
were ftill -defirous of adding a further degree of per- 
fe£lion«to fo great a charafter ; we (hould endeavour 
to think of feme one, if human nature- oould furnifli- 
fuch a pattern, who if occafion required, was wil* 
ling to undergo all kinds of affliftion, to facrifice^ 
himfelf, to forget his deareft intetefls, and even lay 

down his life for the good of mankind A.ni here^ . 

——O merciful Saviour 1 how would the tiright 
original of thy unbounded goodnefs break in upon, 
our hearts ! Thou who becamej^ poor, that we might 
he rich though Lord of all this world, yet hadfi 

not where to lay thy head — • — and though equal in 
power and glory to the great Go© o£ Nature, yet 
mad0 thyjdfofno reputation^ tookejl upon thsethejorjfi^ • 
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^tfj5ft?iiii/,— fubmitting thyfelf^ without opening 
thy mouth, to all the indignities which a thanklefii 
and undifcerning people could offer ; and at length; 
toaccompli(hour(alvationy2€rai7f{^ obedient untc death 
fuffering th^elf, as on this day*^, to be led like a lamb 
to the Jlaugbter. 

The confideration of this Itupendous inflance of 
compaffion in the Son of God, is the mod unanfwer« 
able appeal that can be made to the heart of man^ 
for the reafonablenefs of it in himfelf.— It is the 
great argument which the Apoftles ufe in almoft all 
theirexhortations to good works.— ——^f/ov^^y^^ir^^ 
fo hved us ■ the inference is unavoidable; and 
gives ftrength and beauty to every thing elfe which 
can be urged upon the fubjefi. And therefore I 
h«ve,TC&cved it ibr my laft and warmed appeal, with 
•^hieh I would gladly finifli this difcourfe, that at 
ieaft for their fakes for whom it is preached, we 
migbt be left to the full imprefSon of fo exalted and 

fq feafonable a raotive-i That by reflefiing upon 

die infinite labour of this day's love, in the inflance 
of Chi(ist's death* we may confider what an im* 
snenfe debt w^ own each other ; and by calling to 
jBsnd the amiable pattern of his life, in doing good^ 
we mig^t learn in what manner we may heft dif. 
chaumijU 

Ahd, indeed, of all the methods in which a good 
JBind would be willing to do it, I believe there can 
be none more beneficial, or comprehenfive in its e£« 
iie^jy.tlian that for which we are here met together; 

* -freacbcd on Gndfri^, 
k 
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— ths proper education of poor children being dw 
giouiiJ-work ofalmofl every other kind of charitj, 
:«j that vvMlIi nukes every othftr fubfequent aft ofit 
ar.fwLr the pious expectation of the giver. 

Witliout this foundation firft laid, how muck 
kindnefs in the progrefs of a benevolent man's lifeii 
u:;avoidably call awaj ! and fome times where it is H 
l.iifLlefi as the expofing a tender plant to all thein- 
cL-iiu-ncics of a cruel fcifon, and then going with 
I'oirovv to take it in, when the root is already dead. 
I i'aiJy therefore, this was the foundation of alawfl 
every kind of ciiarity, — and, might one not havead- 
dcdy of all policy too ? iincc the many ill confequeooes 
which attend the want of it, though grievcufly felt 
by the parties th.onifclves, are no lefs fo by the com* 
niunity of which tliey are members ; and moreover, 
of all mifchicf I'ecm the hardeft to be redrefTed— — 
I:ifomuch, that w^cn one confide rs the difloyal fc- 
duel ions of popery on one hand, and on the other, 
that no baJ man, whatever he profcffes, can be a 
good fubjccl, one may venture to fay, it had been 
cheaper and bettor for the nation to have bore the 
cxpcnce of inllilling found principles and good morak 
iiito the neglcfted children of the lower fort, efpc- 
ciully in fome parts of Great Britain, than to be 
obliged, fo often as we have been within this laft 
century, to rife up and arm ourfelves againft the re- 
bellious efFedls which the want of them has brought 
down even to our doors. And, in fa6V, if we are to 
trull antiquity, the truth of which in this cafe we 
liave no reafon to difpute, this matter has been look* 
tJ upon of fuch vaft importance to the civil happi- 



SERMON y. 71 

nefs and prace of a people, that forae common- 
wealths, the mod eminent for political wifdom, have 
chofe to make a publick concern of it ; thinking it 
much fafer to be intruded to the prudence of the 
magiftrate, than to the miftaken tendernefs, or na« 
taral partialitj, of the parent. 

It was confident with this, and befpoke a verj 
refined fenfe of policy in the Lacedaemonians) though 
by the way, I believe, different from what more 
modem politics would have dire£led in like circum* 
fiances), when Antipater demanded of them fifty 
children, as hoflages for the fecurity of a diflant en- 
gagement, they made this brave and wife anfwer, 
*' they would not, — they could not confent : — they 
' would rather give him double the number of their 
'* beft grown up men." — Intimating, that, however 
they were diftrefied, they would choofe any incon- 
venience ratlier than fuffer the lofs of their country's 
education ; and the opportunity (which if once loft 
can never be regained) of giving their youth an early 
tindure of rel igion, and bringing them up to a love 
cf induflry, and a love of the laws and conftitution 
of their country. If this Ibows the great importance 
of a proper education to children of all ranks and 
conditions, what fhall we fay then of thofe whom the 
providence of God has placed in the very loweft lot 
of life, utterly caft out of the way of knowledge, 
withont m parent— fometimes, may be, without 
friend to guide and inftruft them, but what common 
pity and the necefiity of their fad fituation engage : 
——where the dangers which fur round them on 
6 v^ry fide are fo great and many, that for one fortu- 
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nate paffenger in life, viho makes his way well in 
the world with fuch early difadvantages aod fo dif* 
tnal a fetting out, we may reckon thoufands, who 
every day fufFer fliipwreck, and are loft for ever. 

If there is a cafe under heaven which calls out 
aloud for the more immedate ezercife of compaffioiiy 
and which may he looked upon as the compendium 
of all charity, furely it is this : and I am perfoaded 
there would want nothing more to <convince the 
greated enemy to thefe kinds of charities thatit isfb^ 
but a bare opportunity o^ king a nearer view c€ 
fome of the more diflrefsful objeAs of it. 

Let him go into the dwellings of the unfortonatey 
into fome mournful cottage, where poverty «nd a£- 
fiidion reign together. There let him beh<dd the 
difconfdlate widow — ^fitting— fteeped in tears ;— ^us 
forrowing over the infant fhe knows not how to foo- 
cour,— '' O my child, thou art now left ezpofed to 
** a wide and vicious world, too full of ihares and 
*' temptations for thy tender and unpradifed age« 
*' Perhaps a parentis love may magnify thole dangers 
*^ But when I coniider thou art driven out na« 

** ked into the midft of them, without friends, with- 
** out fortune, without infiru&ioUy my heart bleeds 
^^ beforehand for the evils which may come upon 
** thee. Gos, in whom we trufted, is witnefs, fo 
** low had his providence placed us, that Wfi never 
^' indulged one wi(b to have made thee riehg^—Tir* 
^' tuous we would have made thee ;-—«— for tfiy£a* 
** ther, my bu/hand^ was a good man, andjiandthe 
^* Lord and though all the fruits of his care and 

^' induftry were little enough for our Xupport;^ jct 
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Jf he honcftly had determined to have fpared fome 
,V portion of ity fcsvitj as it was, to have placed thee 
H fafel^ in the way of- knowledge and inftru£tion— • 
^ But alas ! he is gone from us never to return 
f' more, and with him- are fled the means of doing 
^ it : For, Btbold the creditor is come upon us, to 

i* take all that we have." ^Grief is eloquent, and 

frill not eafilj be imitated. ■ -But let the man, who is 
tbe lead friend tq diftreiTes of this nature, conceive 
fome difconfolate widow uttering her complaint even 
in this manner, and then let him confider, ij" there is 
any/orrow like thisyirrpw, wherewith the Lord has 
affUBed her ? or whether there can foe any charity like 
that, of taking the child out of the mother^ s bofom, and 
refcuing her from thefe apprehcnfions ? Should a 
heathen, a ftranger to our holy religion and the love 
it teaches, fliould he, as he journeyed, come to the place 
Ufhere (he lay, when he Jaw, would he not have com-- 
pajjion on her ? God forbid a Chriftian fliould this 
day want it ! or at any time look upon fuch a diftrefs, 
andpafs by on the other Jide /. 

Rather let him do, as his Saviour taught him, 
bind up the wounds, and pour comfort into the heart 
of one, whom the hand of God has fo bruifed. Let 
him praftife what it is, with Elijah's tranfport, to 

fay to the afBided widow, See, thy f on liveth /— . 

liveth by my charity, and the bounty of this hour, 
to all the purpofes which make life deiirable,— to be 
made a good man, and a profitable fubjedl : on one 
handy to be trained up to fuch a fenfe of his dut7, 
M may fecure him an intcreit in the world to come ; 
<«nd with regard to this world, to be fo b?^ft«»^ht up 
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in it to a love of hdkeft labour and induftry, as all 
his life long to earil and eat his bread with joy and 
thank fulnefs. 

** Much peace and happinefs reft upon the head 
** and heart of every one who thus brings children 
" to Christ! — May the bleffing of iiim that was 
** ready to perifh come feafonably upon him ! 
" The Lord comfort him, when be moft wants it^ 
** when he lies fick upon his bed ! Make thou, O 
" God ! all his bed in his ficknefs ; and for what 
'* he now fcatters, give him, then that peace of 
** thine which pafleth all underilanding, and which 
" nothing in this world can cither give or take away.** 
Amen. 
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Phaiifee and Publican in the Temple. 



LUKE zviii. 14. ift part. 

I teU 70U this man went down to his houfe juftified rather tham 

the other. 

A HESE words are the judgment which our Saviour 
his left upon the behaviour and different degrees of 
merit in the two men, the Pharifce and Publican, 
whom he reprefents, in the foregoing parable as go- 
ing up into the temple to pray. In what manner 
they difcharged this great andfolemn duty, will heft be 
feen from a confideration of the prayer, which each is 
faid to have addreffed to God upon the occafion. 
The pharifec, inftead of an a6t of humiliation in 

that awful prefence before which he flood, with 

an air of triumph and felf-fufficiency, thanks God 
that he had not made him like others — extortioners, 

adulterers, unjuft, or even as this publican. The 

publican is reprefented as ftanding afar off, and, with 
a heart touched with humility from a juft fenfe of 
his own unworthinefs, is faid only to have fmotc 
upon his breaft, faying, — God be merciful to me a 
finner. I tell you, adds our Saviour, this man 
went Sown to his houfe juflified rather than the other. 

D 2 
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Tliough the juftice of this determination ftrik^es 
every one at firft fight, it may not be amifs to enter 
into a mor^ particular examination of the evidence 
and reafons upon which it might be founded, «ot 
only becaufe it may place the equity of this decifioQ 
in favour of the publican in a (Irpnger light, but that 
the fubje£l feems likely to lead me to a train of re- 
Hellions not unfuitable to the folemnity of the £ea« 
fon *. 

The pharifee was one of that feft, who, in our 
Saviour's time, what by the aufterity of their lives 

their publick alms-deeds, and greater pretences to 

piety than other men, had gradually wrought them- 
felves into much credit an4 reputation with the peo- 
ple ; and indeed, as the bulk of thefe are eafily caught 
with appearances, their charadler feems to have been 
admirably well fuited to fuch apurpofe.— If you 
looked no farther than the outward part of it, you 
would think it made up of all goodnefs and perfec- 
tion ; an uncommon fanftity of life, guarded by great 
decorum and feverity of manners, — profufe and fre. 
qjient charities to thie poor — many a6ls of religion: — 
much obfervance of the law — much abflinence-. 
much prayer.— 

It is painful to fufpeft the appearance of fo much 

good and would have been fo here, had not our 

blefled Saviour left us their real charafter upon re- 
cord, and drawn up by himfelf in one word ■ that 
the feft were like whitened fepulchrcs, all fair and 
beautiful without, and enriched there with whatever 
could attraS the eye of the beholder ; but, when 

* Preached in Lent, 
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fearcbed within-fide, were full of corruption, and of 
whatever could fliock and difgufl the fearcher. So 
that with all their afFe^ation of piety, and more 
extraordinary ftriAnefs and regularity in their out- 
Ward deportment, all was irregular and uncultivated 

within and all thefe fair pretences, how promif- 

ing foever, blafted by the indulgence of the worft of 
human paffions. — pride — fpiritual pride, the worft 
of all pride — liypocrify, felf love, covetoufnefs, ex- 
tortion, cruelty, and revenge. What pity it is that 
the facred name of religion fhould ever have been 
borrowed, and employed in fo bad a work, as in 

covering over fuch a black catalouge of vices or 

that the fair form of virtue (hould have been thus dif- 
graced and for ever drawn into fufpicion, from the 
unworthy ufes of this kind to which the artful and 
abandoned have often put her ! The pbarifee feems 
to have had not many fcruplcs of this kind ; and the 
prayer he makes ufe of in the temple is a true pic- 
ture of the man's heart, and fhows with what a dif- 
pofition and frame of mind he came to worfhip 

God ! I thank thee, that thou haft formed me of 
different materials from the reft of my fpecies, 
whom thou haft created frail and vain by nature, 
but by choice and difpofition utterly corrupt and 
wicked. 

Me, thou haft falhioned in a different mould, and 
haft infufed fo large a portion of thy fpirit into me, 
lo ! I am raifed above the temptations and defires to 

which flefh and blood are fubjed. 1 thank thee 

diat thou haft made me thus not a frail veflTel of 

day^ like that of other men — or even this publican, 

I>3 



78 SERMON VI, 

but that I ftand here a cbofen and fanSified veflel 
unto thee. 

After this obvious paraphrafe upon the words, 
which fpeaks no more than the true fpirit of the 

pharifee's prayer, ^j'ou would naturally aik, what 

reafon was there for all this triumph or what 

foundation could he have to infult in this manner 

over the infirmities of mankind or even tliofe of 

the humble publican who flood before him ? — Why, 
fays he, I fail twice in the week,I give tithes of all 

that I pofTefs -Truly, a very indifferent account 

of himfelf and if that was all he had to offer in 

his own behalf, God knows, it was but a weak 
foundation to fupport fo much arrogance and fel£- 
conceit ; becaufe the obfervance of both the one and 
the other of thefe ordinances might be fuppofed well 
enough to be confident with the mofl Jprofligate of 
life and manners. 

The condr.ft and behaviour of the publican appears 

very different— — and indeed as much the reverie to 

this< as you could conceive. But before we enter 
upon that, as I iiave fpokcn largely to the chara^er 

of the pharifee, 'twill be but juAice to fay a word or 

wo in general to his The publican was one of 

that order of men employed by the Roman emperors 
in levying the taxes atul contributions which were 
from time to time exa6led from Judca as a conquer- 
ed nation. Whether from the particular fate of that 
employment, owing to the fixed averfion which men 
have to part with what is their own, or from what- 

■ver other caufes it happenec' ^fo it was ; that the 

whole fet of men were odious, infomuch that the 
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name of a publican was a term of reproach and in- 
famy amongft the Jews. 

Perhaps the many inflances of rigour to which 

their office might dired: them heightened fome- 

tiraes by a mixture of cruelty and inColenee of their 

own and poffibly always made to appear worfe 

than they were by the loud clamours and mifrepre- 

fentations of others all might have contributed to 

form and fix this odium. But it w&s here, no doubt, 
as in all other clafles of men whofeprofeffions expofe 
them to more temptations than that of others 
that there are numbers who ftill behave well, and 
who amidft all the fnares and opportunities which 
lie in their way,— pafs through them, not only 
wit-h an unblemifhed chara&er, but with the inward 
teftimony of a good confcience. 

The publican in all likelihood was one of thefe— - 
and the fentiments of candour and humility which 
the vi€w*of his condition infpired, are fuch as could 
come only from a heart and charader thus defcribed. 

He goes up into the temple to pay his facrifice of 
prayer— in the difcharge of which, he pleads no me- 
rit of his own, enters into no comparifon with 

others, — or juftification of himfelf with God ; but, 
in reverence to that holier part of the temple where 
bis prefence was fuppofed more immediately to be 
difplayed — he keeps afar off — is afraid to lift up his 

eyes towards heaven but fmites upon his brealt, 

and in a fhort but fervent ejaculation-— fubmiffively 
begs God to have mercy upon his fins. O God [ 
how precious, how amiable, is true humility I what 
1^ difference in thy figat does it make to conliil be- 
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twixt man and man ! Pride was not made for a 
creature with fuch manifold imperfedions ; — reli- 
gious pride is a drefs which ftill worfe becomes him 

becaufe, of all others, 'tis that to v^liich he has 

the leaft pretence. The beft of us fall feven times 

a day, and thereby add fome degree of unprofitable- 
nefs to the charader of thofe who do all that is com- 
manded them. ■ Was I pcrfeft, therefore, fays 
Job, I would not know my foul, I would be filent, 
I would be ignorant of my own rightcoufnefs ; for 
ihould I fay I was pcrfe6l, it would prove me to be 
pcrverfe. From this introdudion, I will take occa- 
li6n to recommend this virtue of religious humility, 
which fo naturally falls from the fubjeft, arid which 
cannot more effedlually be enforced, than by an in- 
quiry into the chief caufes which produce the oppo- 
fite vice to it— that of fpiritual pride ; — for in this 
malady of the mind of man— ^ — the cafe is parallel 
with mofl others of his body, the dangers' of which 
can never rightly be apprehended ; nor can remedies 
be applied either with judgment or fuccefs, till they 
are traced back to tlieir firfl principles, and the feeds 
of the diforder are laid open and considered. 

And lirft, I believe, one of the moft general caufes 
of fpiritual pride, is that which feems to have.mifled 
the pharifee- — a miilaken notion of the true principles 
of his religion. He thought, no doubt, that the 
whole of it was comprehended in the two aricles of 
paying tithes and frequent fading, and that when 

he had difcharged his confcience of them he had 

done all that was required at his hands, and might 
with reafon go and thank God that he had not made 
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him like others. — It is not to be queftioned, but 
through force of this error, the pharifee might think 
himfelf to be, what he pretended, a religious and 

upright man ^For however he might be brought^ 

to a^ a double and infincere part in the eyes of men 
upon worldly views-— it is not to be iuppofed^-that 
when he flood by himfelf, apart in the temple, and 
BO witnefTes of what pafled between him and his Goi> 
— that he fhould knowingly and wilfully have dared 
to a& fo open and barefaced a fcene of mockery in 
the face of Heaven. This is fcarce probable — and 
therefore it muft have been, owing to fome delufion 
in hijs education, which had early planted in his 
mind falfe and wretched notions of the eflentials of 

religion which, as he grew up, had proved the 

feeds^ of infinite error both in pra&ice and fp^cula* 
tioll. 

With the refl of his fed, he had been fo principled 
and inilrudled as to obferve a fcrupulous nicety and 
moft religious exadnefs In the lelTer matters of his 
religion — its frequent waihings— -its faflings,and other 
external rites, of no merit in tbemfelves«— but to 
fiand exempted from the more troublefome exadnfs 
in the weightier matters of the layr, which were of 
eternal and unchangeable obligation. So that, they 

were in truth blind guides who thu» would ilrain 

at a gnat, and yet fwallow a camel ; and, as our 
Saviour reproves -them from a familiar inilarice of 
domedic inconfiftency — would make clean the outfide 

of the cup and platter — yet fuffer the iniide the 

moft material part, to be full of corruption and ex* 
cefs. From this knowledge of the charader aui 
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princples of the pbarifce, 'tis eafj to account for his 
fentiments and behaviour in the temple, which were 
juft fuch as they would have led one to have ex- 
peded. 

Thus it has always happened by a fatality com- 
mon to all fuch abufes qf religion, as make it to con- 
iift in external rites and ceremonies more than inward 
purity and integrity of heart.— ^.As thefe outward 
things are eafily put in practice— and capable of 
being attained to, without much capacity, or much 
oppofition to flefli and blood — it too naturally betrays 
the profeflbrs of it into a groundlefs perfuafion of 
their own godlinefs, and a defpicable one of that of 
others, in their religious capacities, and the relations 
in which they (land towards GoD ; which is the very 
definition of fpiritual pride. 

When the true heat and fpirit of devotion is thus 
loR and extinguifhed under a cloud of oftentatious 
ceremonies and geflures, as is remarkable in the Ro* 
man church — where the celebration of high mafs, 
when fet off to the bed advantage with all its fcenical 
decorations and finery, looks more like a theatrical 
performance, than that humble and folemn appeal 
which dud and a(hes are offering up to the throne of 
God ; — when religion, I fay, is thus clogged and 
bore down by fuch a weight of ceremonies— it is 
much eafier to put in pretenfions to holinefs upon 
fuch a mechanical fyftem as is left of it, than where 
the cliarafter is only to be got and maintamed by a 
painful conflidl and perpetual war againft the paf- 
fions. 'Tis eafier, for inftance, for a zealous papift 
to crofs himfelf and tell his beads, than for an hum- 
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ble proteftant to fubdue the lufts of anger, intempe- 
rance, cruelty, and revenge, to appear before his 
Maker with that preparation of mind which becomes 
him. The operation of being fprinkled with holy 
water, is not fo difficult in itfelf, as that, of being 
chaRe and fpotlefs within^— -confcious of no dirty 
thought or dilhonefl action. 'This a much ihorter 
way to kneel down at a confeflional and receive ab* 
folutibn — than to live fo as to deferve it— not at the 
hands of men — ^but at the hands of GoD who 

fees the heart, and cannot be impofed on T!)e 

achievement of keeping Lent, or abftaining from 
flefh on certain days, is not fo hard, as that of ab- 
Gaining from the works of it at all times — efpecially' 
as the point is generally managed amongll the richer 
fort with fuch art and epicurifm at their tables 
and with fuch indulgence to a poor mortified appe- 
tite — that an entertainment upon a fail is much more 
likely to produce ^furfeit than a fit of forrow. 

One might run the parallel much farther, but this 
may be fufficient to fhow how dangereous and delu* 
five thefe miftakes are, — ^how apt to miflead and 
overfet weak minds which are ever apt to be caught 
by the pomp of fuch external parts of religion. This 
is fo evident, that even in our own church, where 
there is the grcateft chaftity in things of this nature 
-—and of which none are retained in our worfliip, 

but what, I believe, tend to excite and afllift it yet 

fo ftrong a propcnfity is there in our nature to fenfe 
1 and fo unequal a match is the underftanding of 
the bulk of mankind, for the imprefTions of outward 
things that we fee thoufands who every day 

D6 
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miftake the fliadow for the fubftance, and, was it 
fairly put to the trial, would exchange the reality for 

the appearance. 

You fee this .was almoft univerfally the caiie of the 
Jewifli church — where, for want of a proper guard 
and diftioAiun betwixt the means of religion and re-- 
ligion itfielf, the ceremonial part in time ate away 
the moral part, and left nothing but a fliadow behind. 
*Tis to be feared the buffooneries of the Romifh 
church bid fair to do it the fame ill office, to the dif- 
grace and utter ruin of Chriflianity wherever popery 
is eftablifhed. What then remains', but that w« 
reQify thefe grofs and pernicious motions of religion, 
and place it upon its true bottom, which we can only 
do, by bringing back religion to that cool point of 
reafon which firii (bowed us its obligation--^y^ al- 
ways remembering that GoD is a fpirit— -and muft 
be worfhipped fuilable to his nature, i. /, in fpirit 
and in truth — and that the mofl acceptable facrifice 
we can offer him is a virtuous and an upright mind 
— and however neceffary it is, not to leave the cere* 
inonial and pofitive parts of religion undone— yet not 
like the pbarifee to reft there ■ ■ and omit, the 
weightier matters, but keep this in view perpetually, 
that though the inftrumental duties of religion are 
duties of unqueftionable obligation to us — ^yet they 
are ftill but Instrumental Duties, conducive to 
the great end of all religion— which is to purify our 
hearts— md conquer our paffions — and, in a word, 

to make us wifcr and better men better neigh* 

l)ours — better citizens — and better fervants to God. 
To whom, &c. 
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Vindication of Human Nature, 



ROMANS XXV. 7. 

For none of us liveth to himfclf. 

iERE is not a fentence in fcripture, which ftrikes 
irrow foul with greater aftonifhment ; — and one 
rht as eafily engage to clear up the darkeft pro- 
XI in geometry to an ignorant mind, as make a 
lid one comprehend the truth and reafonablenefs 

his plain propofition ^o man liveth to him- 

! Why ? — Poes any roan live to any thing elfe ? 
n the whole compafs of huinan life, can a pru^ 
t man fleer to a fafer point? — ^Not live to himfelf ! 

To whom then ? Can any interefls or concerns 

ich afe foreign to a man's felf have fuch a claim 
T him, that he muft ferve under them,— fufpend 

own purfuits, ftep out of his right courfe, till 

ers have pafled by him, and attained the feveral 
'M and purpofes of living before him ? 
[fy with a felfifh heart, fuch an inquirer ihould 
ipMi to have a fpeculating head too, he will pro- 
d^. and a&. you, Whether this fame princij^e 
^ the apoftle here throws out of the life of man. 
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is not in fa6t the grand bias of his nature? T hat 
howcvier we may flatter ourfelves with fine-fpun no- 
tions of dKiiitereitedners and heroifm in what we do; 
were the moft popular of our adlions dripped naked, 
and the true motives and intentions of them fearched 
to tlie bottom ; we (hould find little reafon for 
triumph upon that fcore. 

Ill a word, he will fay, that a man is altogether a 
bubble to himfclf in this matter, and that after all 
that can be faid in his behalf, the trueft definition 
that can be given of him is this, that he is a felfiih 
animal ; and that all his a6lions have fo flrong a 
tindure of that chara£ler, as to (how (to whomever 
elfe he was intended to Vive) that in fa6t he lives only 
to himfelf. 

Before I reply dire6Uy to this accufatioo, I cannot 
help obferving by the way, that lliere is fcarce any . 
thing which has done more differvice to focial virtue^ 
than the frequent reprefentations of human nature 
under the hideous pifture of deformity, which, by 
leaving out all that is generous and friendly in the 
heart of man, have funk him below the level of a 



brute, as if he was a compofition of all chat was mean-i 
fpirited and felfifh. Surely 'tis one ftep^towards 
a^ing well, to think worthily of our nature; and as 
in common life the way to make a honeft man, is to 
fuppofe him fo, and treat him as fuch ; ■■■ 'f o here, 
to fet fome value upon ourfelves, enables us to fup- 
port the charader, and even infpires and adds fenti- 
ments of generofity and virtue to thofe which wc 
have already preconceived. The fcripture tells, that 
God made man in his own image, ^not furely in 
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the fenfitive and corporeal part of him, that could 
bear no refemblance i^ith a pure and infinite Spirit 
-~but what refemblance he bore was undoubtedly in 
the moral redlitude, and the kind and benevolent af. 
fe£iioDS of his nature. And though the brightnefs 
of this image has been fullied greatly by the fall of 
man in our fird parents, and the charaders of it ren- 
dered ftill lefs legible by the many foperindui^ions 
of his own depraved appetites fince, — yet 'tis a laud- 
able pride and a true gieatnefs of mind to chcrilh 
a belief^ that there is fo much of that glorious image 
ftill left upon it, as fhall reft rain him from bafe and 
difgraceful adlions ; to anfwer which end, what 
thought can be more conducive than that of our 
being made in Jthe likenefs of the greateft and beft of 
Beings ? this is a plain confequence. And the con- 
ftderation of it ftiould have in fome meafure been a 
prote&ion to human nature, from the rough ufage 
{be has met with from the fatirical pens of fo many 
of the French writers, as well as of our own country, 
who, . with more wit than well meaning, have defpe- 
rately fallen foul upon the whole fpecies, as a fet of 
creatures incapable either of private friendfliip or 
pablick l|tirit, but juft as the cafi? fuited their own in- 
tereft and advantage. 

That there is felfifhnefs and meannefs enough in 
the fouls t>f one part of the world, to hurt the credit 
of the other part of it, is what I fliall not difpute 
againft ; but to judge of the whole from this bad 
fample, and becaufe one man is plotting and artful 
in his nature,-— or a fecond openly makes his pleafure 
or his profit the fole centre of all his defigns^ — or be* 



88 SERMON T£I. 

caufe a third (Irait-hearted wretch fits confined with« 

in himfelf feels no misfortunes^ but thofc whieh 

touch himfelf ; 'to involve the whole race without 
mercy under fuch deteifled chara^rs, is a conclufion 
as falfe as it is pernicious ; and was it in general to 
gain credit^ could ferve no end^ but the rooting out 
of our nature all that is generous, and planting in 
the (lead of it fuch an averfion to each other, as muft 
untie the bands of fociety, and rob us of one of the 
g reared pleafures of it, the mutual communication 
of kind offices ; and by poifoning the fountain, render- 
ing every thing fufpedted that flows from it. 

To the honour of human nature, the fcripture 
teaches us, that Gob made man upright,— and 
though he has fince found out many inventions, 
which have much difhonoured this noble flrudure, 
yet the foundation of it ftands as it was, — the whole 
frame and defign of it carried on upon focial virtue 
and public fpirit, and every member of us fo evident- 
ly fupported by this ftrong cement, that we may £aj 
with the apoftle, that no man livetb to himfelf • In 
whatfoever light we view him, we (hall fee evidently, 
that there is no ftation or condition of this life, ■ ■ » 
no office or relation, or circumftance, but Aiere arife. 
from it fo many ties, fo many indifpenfable claims 
upon him, as muft perpetually carry him beyond anj 
felfifh confideration, and (how plainly that was a 
man fooliChly wicked enough to defign to live to him- 
felf alone, he would either find it impra^icable, or 
he would lofe, at leafr, the very thing which made 
life itfelf defirable. We know that ouc Creator, like 
an all-wife contriver, in tlils, ap in all other of his 
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works has implanted in mankind fucb appetites and 
inclinations as were fuitable for their flate ^ that is 
fuch as would naturally lead him to the love of fo* 
ciety and friendfliip, without which he would have 
been found in a worfe condition than the very beafls 
of the field. No one, therefore, who lives in fociety, 
can be faid to live to hiinfelf, — he lives to his God, 

—to his king, and his 'country. He lives to his 

family, to his- friends, to all under his truft, and, ia 
a word, he lives to the whole -race of mankind : 
whatfoever has the charafter of men, and wears the 
fam e image of God, that he does, is truly his brother 
and has a juft claim to his kindnefs.-i— That this is 
the cafe in fad, as well as in theory, may be made 
plain to- any one who has made any obfervations 

upon human life. When we have traced it 

through ill its connexions viewed it under the 
fcveral obligations which fucceed each other in a per- 
petual rotation through the different ftagci of a bafty 
pilgrimage, we (ball find that thefe do operate fo 
ftrongly upon it, and lay us juftly under fo many re- 
firaints, that we are every hour facnficing fomething 
to fociety, in return for the benefits we receive from 
it. 

To iHuilrate this, let us take a ftiort furvey of the 
life of any one man (not liable to great exceptions, 
but fuch a life as is common to molt); let us examine 
it merely to this point, and try how far it will anfwer 
fuch a rcprefentation. 

If we begin with him in that early age wherein 
the ftrongefl marks of undifguifed tendernefs and 
difinterefted compaffion fhow themfelves-— I might 
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prcvioufly obferve, with what impreffions he is come 
out of the hands of God, with the verj bias upon 
his nature, which prepares him for the charader 
which he was deiigned Co fulfil. . But let us pafs by 
the years which denote childhood, as no lawful evi- 
dence, you'll fay, in this difpute ; let us follow him 
to the period, when he is ju(l got loofe from tutors 
and governors, when his actions may be argued upou 
with lefs exception. If you obferve^ you will find, 
that one of the fird and leading propenfities of his 
nature, is that which difcovers itfelf in the defires of 
fociety, and tlie fpontaneous love towards thofe of 
his kind. And though the. natural wants and exi- 
gences of his condition are, no doubt, one reafon of 
this amiable impulfe, — God having founded that in 
him as a provifinnal fecurity to make him focial ;— 
yet though it is a reafon in nature — 'tis a reafon to 
him yet undifcovered. Youth is not apt to philofo- 
phife fo deeply — but follows— as it feels itfelf prompt- 
ed by the inward working of benevolence— without 
view to itfelf, or previous calculation either of the 
lofs or profit which may accrue. Agreeably to this, 
obferve how warmly, how heartily he enters into 
frieudihips, — how difinterefled, and unfufpicious in 
the choice of them,— -—how generous and open in 
his profeflions ! — how fincere and honeft in making 
them good ! — W/ien his friend is in diftrefs,— what 
lengths he will go, — what hazards he will bring upon 

himfelf, what embarrafTment upon his affairs to 

extricate andferve him ! If mari* is altogether a felfifli 
creature (as thefe moralizers would make him) *tis 
certain he does not arrive at the full maturity of it^ 
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in this time of his life. No. — If he deferves any 

accufation, is 'tin the other extreme, " That in his 
*' yeuth he is generally more fool than knave ;" — 
and fo far from being fufpeded of living to hiiiifelf, 
that he lives rather to every body elfe ; the uncon- 
fcioufnefs of art and defign, in his own intentions, 
rendering him fo utterly void of a fufpicion of it in 
others, as to leave him too oft a biibblie to every one 

who whould take the advantage But you'll fay, he 

foon abates of thefe tranfports of difinterefted love ; 

and as he grows older, grows wifer, and leavns 

to live more to himfelf. 
Let us examine. 
That a longer knowledge of the world, and fome 

experience of infincerity, will teach him a Icffon 

of more caution in the choice of friendfbips, and lefs 
forwardnefs in the undiftinguilhed offers of his fer- 
vices, is what I grant. But if he cools of thefe, 
does he Hot grow warmer ftill in connexions of a 
different kind ? Follow him, I pray you, into the 
next ftage of life, where he has entered into engage- 
ments, and appears as the father of a family, and you 
will fee t,he paffions fliJl remains — ihc flream fome- 
what more confined — but runs the ftronger for it, 
——the fame benevolence of heart altered only in 
its courfe, and the difference of objt(fts towards 
which it tends. Take a ftiort view of him in this 
light, as a6ling under the many tender claims which 

that relation lays upon him, fpending many 

weary days and fleeplefs nights — utterly forgetful of 
himfelf, intent only upon his family, and with an" 
anxious heart contriving and labouring to prefer ve it 
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from dlftrefs, againft that hour when he (hall be 
taken from its protc6lion. Does fuch a one live to 
himfelf? — He who rifes earlj, late takes refty and 
cats the bread of carefulnefs, to fave others the trou- 
ble of doing fo after him ; does fuch a one live only 

to himfelf? Ye, .who are parents, anfwer this 

queilion for him. How of^ have ye facrificed your 
health,— your eafe, — your pie afu res,— nay, the 
very comforts of your lives, for the fake of your chil- 
dren ? — How many indulgences have ye given up ? 
—2 — What felf denials and difficulties have ye cheer- 
fully undergone for them I — in their ficknefs, or re- 
ports of their mifcondud, hew have ye gone on your 
^ay for rowing ? What alarms within you, when fancy 
forbodes but imaginary misfortunes hanging over 
them ? — But when real ones have overtaken them, 
and mif chief befallen them in the w^y in which they have 
gone, how, iharper than a fword, have je felt the 
workings of parental kindnefs ? In whatever period 
of human life we look for proofs of felfifhnefs^ 
let us not feek them in this relation of a parent, 
whofe whole life, when truly known, is often little 
clfe but a fucceffion of cares, heart aches, and dif- 
quieting apprehenfions, — enough to (how that he is 
but an indrument in the hands of God to provide 
for the well-being of others, to ferve their iatereft as 
well as his own. 

If you try the truth of this reafoning upon every 
other part or fituation of the fame life, you will find 

it holds good in one degree or other. Take a view 

of it out of thefe clofer connections both of a friend 

and parent. Goniider him for^i moment under 
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that natural alliaace in which even a heathen poet 
has placed him, naroelj, that of a man ; a nd s^ 
fuch to his honour, as one incapable of (landing un- 
concerned in whatever concerns his fellow-creatures, 
i— — Compaffion has fo great a (hare in our nature, 
and the miferies*of this world are fo ck>nftant an ex- 
ercife of it, as to leave it in no one's power^ who 

deferves the name of a man), in this refpe£t, to live t^ 
him/elf. 

He cannot flop his ears againd the cries of the un- 
fortunate.— The fad ftory of the ' fatherlefs and him 
that has no helper mu^ be heard. — The forrowfuljighm 
itig of the prifoner will come before him ; and a thou- 
fand other untold cafes of diftrefs to which the life 
of nian is fubjeft; find a way to his heart, let intereft 
|raard,the paiTage as it will : — if he hath this worLPs 
goodf, andfeeth bis brother have needy he will not he able^ 
tofbut up lijis bowels of compajfion from him* 

Liet an J man of common humanity look back up« 
on his own life as fubjeded to thefe flrong claims^ 
and recoUeft the influence they have had upon him* 
Honr oft the mere impulfes of generofity and com- 
paifion have led him out of his way : — In how many 
afts of charity and kindnefs, his fellow-feeling fpr 
others has mside him forget himfelf : — In neighbour- 
ly oflBces, how oft he has a6led againft all confider- 
ations of profit, convenience, nay fometimes even of 

juftice itfelf ? Let him add to this account, how 

much, in the progrefs of his life, has been given up 
even to the leffer obligations of civility and good man- 
ners, — ^what reflraints they have laid him under ! 
How large a portion of his time, — how much of his in- 
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clination and the plan of life he fhoiild mod have 
wlfliedy has from time to time been made a facrifice 
to his good nature and difinclination to give pain or 
difguil to others. 

Whoever takes a view of the life of man in this 
glafs wherein I have fhown it, will find it fo befet 
and hemmed in with obligations of one kind or other, 
as to leave little room to fufpeft, that man can liue 
to him/elf: and fo clofely has our Creator linked us 
together (as well as all other parts of his works^ for 
the prefervation of that harmony in the frame and 
fydem of things which his wifdom has at firft efia- 
blifhed, — that we find this bond of mutual depend- 
ence, however relaxed, is too ftrong to be broke : 
and I believe, that the mod felfiih men find it is fo, 
and that they cannot, in fa6l, live fo much to tfaem- 
felves, as the narrownefs of their own hearts inclines 
them. If thefe reflexions are juft, upon the moral 
relations in which we ftand to each other, let us 
clofe the examination with a ihprt refleftion upon 
the great relation in which we (land to God. 

The firft and more natural thought on this fub* 
jeft, which at one time or other will thruft itfelf 
upon every man's mind, is this, — That there is a 
God who made me, — to whofe gift I owe all the 
powers and faculties of my foul, to whofe providence 
I owe all the blefEngs of my life, and by whofe per- 
mifEon it is that I exercife and enjoy them ;— that 
I am placed in this world as a creature of but a day,. 
hailing to the place from whence I fhall not re- 
turn ; — that I am accountable for my condu£i and 
behavour to this great and wifeft of Beings, be- 
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fore whofe judgment-feat I mud finally appear, and 
receive the things done in my body, — ^whether thej 
are good, or whether they are bad. 

Can^any one doubt, but the moft inconfiderate of 
men fometimes fit down coolly, and make fome fuch 
plain reflexions as thefe upon their flate and condi« 

tion ? or that, after they have made them, can 

one imagine they lofe all effect ? — As little appear- 
ance as there is of religion in the world, there is a 
great deal of its influence felt in its a£fairs*-^or can 
one fo root out the principles of it, but, like nature^ 
they will return again, and give checks and inter* 
ruptions to guilty purfuits. There are feafons when 
the thoughts of a juft God overlooking, and the 
terror of an after- reckoning, has made the moft de- 
termined tremble, and ftop ihort in the execution of 
a wicked purpofe ; and if we conceive that the worft 
of men lay* fome reftraint upon themfelves from the 
weight of this principle, what fhall we think of the 
good and virtuous part of the world, who live under 

the perpetual inflifence of it, who facrifice their 

appetites and paffions from a confcience of their duty 
to Grod ; and confider him as the objeX to whom 
they have dedicated their fervice, and make that the 
firft. principle, and ultimate end of all their ad^ions ? 
How many real and unafFe£ted inftances there 
are in the world of men thus governed, will not 
concern us fo much to enquire, as to take care that 
we are of the number : which may GoD grant for 
the fake of Jefus Chrifi. Amen. 
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Time and Chance, 
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I returned and favr under the fun, that the race is not to the fwift, 
— nor the battle to the (Iron g,— neither yet bread to the wife, 
nor yet riches to men of underftanding, nor yet fkyoor t* 
men of ikill,—- but time and chaBce htppeneth to them ail. 

\\HEV a man cafts 9 look upon this melancholy 
defcription of the world, and fees, contrary to all his 
guefTes and expedlations, what different fates attend 
the lives of men^— -how oft it happens in the world, 
that there is not even hread to the wife, nor riches 
to men of underflanding, &c. ^he is apt to con- 
clude with a figh upon it, — in the words,— though 
not in the fenfe of the wife man, that time and chance 
happeneth to them all. That time and chance, — 
apt feafons and fit conjunftures have the greateft 
fway, in the turns and difpofals of men's fortunes : 
and that, as thefe lucky hits (as they are called) hap- 
pen to he for, or again (I a man, — they either open 
the way to his advancement againft all ohilades,— 
or hlock it up againft all helps and attempts ;-rrthat, 
as the text intimates, neither wt/dom, nor undtrfiand* 
if{gf uovjkil/, ihall be able to furmount them. , 
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However widely we may diiFer in our reafoaings 
upon this obfervation of Solomon*s, the authority o£ 
the obfervation is ftrong beyond doubt, and the evi- 
dence given of it in all ages fo alternately confirmed 
by examples and complaints, as to leave the fa£i: it- 
fclf unqueftionable,— — That things are carried on 
in this world fometimes fo contrary to all our reafon* 
ingSy and the feeming probabilities of fuccefs, — that 
even the race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to 

' the ftrong, — nay, what is ftranger ftill nor yet 

bread to the wife, who fhould leall ftand in want of 
it, I "nof yet riches to men of underflanding, who 
you would think beft qualified to acquire them,— — 
nor yet favour to men of ikill, whofe merit and pre- 
tences bid the faireft for it, ^but that there arc 

feme fecret and unfeen workings in human affairs, 

which baffle all our endeavours, and turn afide 

•tjie courfe of things in fuch a manner,— that the 
tnoft likely caufes difappoint and fall of producing 
•for ns the effcft which we wiflied and naturally ex- 
pefted from them, ♦ 

You will fee a man, of whom, was you to form a 
conje£iure from the appearances of things in his . fa - 
vour^ — ^you would fay was fetting out in the world, 
with the faireft profpe£l of making his fortune in it ; 
with all the advantages of birth to recommend 
him, — of perfonal merit to fpeak for him and of 
friends to help and pulh him forwards : you will be-. 
hold him, notwithftanding this, difappointed in every 
effefl; you might naturally have looked for, from 
them ; every ftep he takes towards liis advancement, 
fomething invifible ihall pull him back, fome unfore- 
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feen obilade iliail rife up perpetually in his wajy<and 

keep him there. In every application he makes-^T- 

fome untoward circumflance (hall blafl iry..-.He fhall 
life early y — late take red,— and eat the bread of 
carefulnefs,-r — yet fome happier man (hall dill, rite 
.up, and ever flep in before him and leave him flrug- 
gling, to the end of his life, in the very f^jooe. plai;e 
in which he firft began it. 

The hi (lory of a fecond, (hall in all refpeds be the 
cQntrafl to this. He fhall come into the world with 
the mod unpromiiing appearance,— (hall fet forwards 
without fortune, without.friends,— -without talents to 
procure him either the one or the other. Neverthe- 
Icfs, you will fee this clouded profpeft. .brighten up 
infenCbly, unaccountably before him ^ every thing 
prefented in his way. (hall turn out .beyond his ex- 

pe£lations ; in fpite of that chain of unfurmoun^ 

able difficulties which firft threatened him, — time 
and chance, (hall open him a way ; ^ -a feries of 
fuccefsful occurrences fhall lead him by the hand to 
the fummit of honour and^rtune ; and, in aj^ord, 
\yithout giving him the pains of thinking, or the cre- 
dit of pvojc61ing it, (hall place him in fafe po£effi9n 
of all that ambition could, wifli for. 

The hiflorics of the lives and fortunes of men aye 

full of inftances of this nature, where favourable 

times and lucky accidents have done for them, what 
-wifdcm or (kill could not ; and there is fcarce any 
r.nc who has lived long in the world, who, upon 
1 )ok:Mg backwards, will not difcover fuch a mixture 
of thcfe in the many fuccefsful turns which have 
happened in his life, as to leave him very little rca- 
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■fon to difpute againft the faft, and, I Ikould hope, as 
little upon the conclufions to be drawn frona it. 

Some, indeed, from a fuperficial view of this re* 
prefentation of things, have atheifticallj inferred,— 
that becaufe there was fo much of lottery in this life 
■ I and mere cafuality feemed to have fuch a fliaie 
in the difpofal of our affairs, — that the providence of 
God flood neuter and unconcerned in there feveral 
workings, leaving them tp the mercy of time and 

.chance to be furthered or difappointed as fuch blind 
agents direded. Whereas in truth the very oppofitc 
conclufion follows. For confider, — if a fuperior in- 

-telHgcnt Power did not fometimes crofs and over- rule 
events in this world, — then our policies and defigns 
in it would always anfwer according to the wifdom 
and flratagem in which they were laid, and every 

.caufe, in the courfe of things would produce its na* 
tural effeft, without^ variation. Now as this is not 
the cafe, it neceffarily follows from Solomon's rea- 
foning, that, if the race is not to the fwift, if know- 
ledge and learning do n^ always ftcure men from 
want, — nor care and induftry always make men rich, 

nor art and {kill infallibly make men high in the 

world ; that there is fome other caufe which mingles 
itfelf in human affairs, and governs and turns them 
as it pleafes ; which caufe can be no other than the 
' Firft Caufe of all things, and the fecret and over- 
ruling providence of that Almighty God, who 
though his dwelling is fo high, yet he humbleth him- 
fdf to behold the things that are done in earth, raifin? 
ttp the poor out of the duft, and lifting the beggar 
from the dunghill, and, contrary to all hopes, putting 
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h\rr. w!:!: pri: crf, v/cr. u-ith the prirccs of his people; 
whiJi, by the wa;-, was the cafe of David, whe 

makfs tlie sckr.cv.Jtc'pir.eiJt I — And no d-)ub: one 

rcafon vliy God hss fcU61ed ro his own difpofal, fo 
many inflancfs as tliis, where events have run counter 
to all probabilities, — was to give teftimony to bii 
providcrcc in r;ovcrniTig the world, and to engage us 
to a confideration nrd dependence upon it, for tbc 
fvent and fucccfs of our undertakings*. Forun- 
iloubtcdly — aii I faid, it fl^ould fcem but fuitablc to 
nature's laws, that the race ftiould ever be to the 

fwifr, — and the battle to the flrong j it is reafon- 

ablc that the bed contrivances and means fhouldhave 

bell fucccfs: And fince it often falls out otherwife 

ill tlic cafr.' of man, where the wifeft prcjefls are 
c>veithr jwn, — aiul the mod hopeful means are blailcd, 
iind time and cliancc happens to all ; — vou tnuftcsJl 
ill tile Dci*y to untie this knot : — for though at fun- 
dry ti:nc: — fundry events full out — wliich we who 
lookr.o i'lLiil'.tr tlun the events themfelves, call chance 
bccaufc th.tv full out quite contrary both to our in- 
tentions arid rur hr»j)cr, yet, at the fame time, in 

refpfcl: oC God's providence over- ruling in thefc 
events, it wtre profane to call them .chance, for they 
arc pure il-ii- nation, and though invifible, arc flill 
t 1-: rec;nV<'.r dii'penrutions of tlie fuperintending power 
ot' t';a: Ahlli^^ty Btiiio^, from whom all the laws 
a::d powers of natuie are derived, who, as he has 
appointed,— fo holds them as infiruments in his 
hand : and without invading the liberty and free-will 
of his creatures, can turn the paffions and defires of 
• y.'Ji Til LOT son'* fenr.on eo thi^ fuhjc;fl. 
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their hearts to fulfil his own righteoufncfs, and work 
fuch effedls in human affairs, which to us feem 
merely cafualy but to him,- certain and determin- 
ed,- and' what his infinite wifdoni fees necelTarj to be 
brought about for the government and prefervation 
of the world,- over which providence perpetually 
prefides. 

When the fofts of j!acob had cad their brother Jo*' 
feph into the pit for his deftru£lion,-^one would 
tliink, if ever any incident v/hich concerned the life 
of man, deferved to be called chance it was this ■ ■ ■ 
That the company of Iftimaelites fhould happen to 
pafs by^ in that open country, at that very place, at 
that very time top, when this barbarity was committed- 
After he was refcued by fo favourable a contingency, 
■-i-s — his life and future fortune lliil depended "upoci 
a feries of contingencies cqadly improbable ; for in- 
ftance, had the bufinefs of the Iflmiaelitcs who 
bought him, carried them from Gil^^ad, to any other 
part of the v/orld befides Egypt — —or, when they 
arrived there, had they fold their bond-Have to any 
other man but Potiph?.r, throughout the whole em- 
pire, — 'Or, after that difpofal, had the unjuft accufa- 
tionSof his mafrer's wife caft the youth into any 
other dungeon than that where the king's prifoners 
were kept, — or had it fallen out at any oihcr crifis 
than w]3j|n Pharaoh's chief butler was caft there too ; 
-J— had this, or any other of thefe events fallen out 

otherwife than it did, a feries of unmerited mif- 

fortuncs had overwhelmed him, — and, in confe- 
quence, the whole land of Egypt and Canaan. From 
Cic firft opening, to the conclufion of this ionj and 
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interefting tranfaaipn, the Providence ofGoD-fuf. 
fered ev^ry thing to take its courfe. The malice and 
cruelty of Jbfeph's brethren wrought their worfl mif- 
chief againft him ; banifhed him from his country 
and the proteflion of his parent. — The luft and bafe- 
nefs of a difappointed woman funk-him-ftill deeper ; 
-—loaded his chafa6icr Vfhh an unjufl reproach^ ■» 
and to complete his ruin;, doomed him, friendlefs, to 
the miferies of an hopelefs prifon, where he lay ne- 
gledled. Providence, though it did not crofs thcfe 
events, — yet Providence bent them to the moft mer-- 
ciful ends. When the whole Drama was opened, 
then the wifdom and contrivance of every part of it 
was difplayeU Then it appeared, it was not they 
C'as the patriarch inferred in confolatipn of his bre- 
thren), it was not t^ey that fold him, but GoD ;— 
'twas He fent him thither before them ; his fu« 

perintending power availed itfclf of their paffions,— 
directed the operations of them, held the chain in his 
hand,, and turned and wound it to his own purpofe.. 
** Ye verily thought evil againft me,— -but GoD 
*' meant it for good ; — ^jc had the guilt of a bad in* 
^' tAtion, — his Providence the glory of accomplifti- 
" ing a good one^ — by prefer vingj/oz/ a pojlerity upon 
*^ tl^c earthy and hiingivg to fafs, as it is this day^ to 
" fiiie much people alive, ^^ All hiftory is full of fuch 
teflimonies, which, though they may convince thofe 
v;ho look no deepc-r tlian the fuvface of things, that 
time and chance happen to all, — yet to thofe who 
\oy.\- 'uf.pcr, they munifeft, at the fame time, that: 
there \j a hand much buiier in human -affairs than 
what we vainlv ccdculate j which, tliou^h the pro- 
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jedlors of this world overlobk,-^br at lead make nc( 
alloAance for in the formation of tfieir plans, thej 
generally find in the execution of them. And 
though the fatalift may urge, that every eveht in this 
life is brought about by the miniflry and chain cf 

natural caufes, yet, 'in anfwer, let him go one 

flep higher — and confide r,-.;-*.whofe power it is that 
enables their caufes to work>-^\vhofe»- knowledge it 

is, that forefets what' will be their efFedils, whofe 

goodnefs it is, that is invifibly conducing ihem for- 
wards to the befl and''greate{l ends for the happinefs 
of his creatures. 

So that, as a great reafoner juflly diflinguifhes 
upon thisi)oint, — " li: is not only religioufly fpcak- ' 
** ing, but with the faideil and moll philofophical 

<* truth of exprcflion, that the fcrlpture tells us, that 
" God commandftb tl\e ravens,— that they are Llsdi- 

<* re6lions which the winds and the feas obey* If his 
" fervant hides liimfelf by the brook, fuch an order 
" of caufes and effcdls {hdi be laid,— that the fowls 
** of the air (liall minifler'to his fupport. When 
<* this recourfe fails, and his jprophet is dire6led to 

" go to Z'lrephath, for that he has commanded a 

<* v.'idow woman there to fuftain him, — the fame 
" hand which leads the prophet to the gate of the . 
" city, — (hall lead forth the diftreflld widow to th-* f^ 
" fame place, to take him under her roof ; aiu 1 
" though upon the impulfe of a different occafion 
** fliall iieverthelefs be made to fulfil his promife and 
*' intention of their mutual prtfervation." 

Thus much for the truth and illuftration of this 
great and fundamental d< clrine of a Provldciice j the 
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belief of which is of Cuch confequence to us as to be 

the great fupport and comfort of our lives. 

Juftly therefore might the Pfalmift upon this de- 

claaration, that the Lord is King — conclude, that the 

earth maj be glad therefore ; yea^ the multitude of 

the ifles may be glad thereof. ' 

May Gon grant the perfuafion may make us as 
virtuous, as it has reafon to make us joyful ; and that 

it may bring forth in us the fruits of good living, to 

his praife and glory ! — to whom be all might, majeftjr 

and dominion^ now and for evermore. Amen* 
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The Character of Herod ^l 



MATTHEW XI. IJ, l8. 

Then was fulfilled that which was fpokcn by Jeremy the prophet,^ 

faying, -In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentationi and 

weeping, and great mourning ; Rachel weeping for her childrciT 
and would not be comforted, becaufe they are not. 

Jl he words which St M'attliew cites here, as fulfil-, 
led by tlie cruelty and ambition of Herod,— are in 
the 3ifl chapter of Jeremiah, the 15th verfc. In the 
foregoing chapter, the prophet having declared GodV 
intention of turning the mourning of his people into 
joy, by the i*e{loration of the tribes which had bcea 
led away captive into Babylon ; he proceeds, in the 
beginning of this chapter, which contains this pro-- 
phefy, to give a more particular defcription of the 
great joy and feftivity of that promifcd day, when 
they were tt) return once more to their own land, to 
enter upon their ancient poflefllons, and enjoy again^ 
all the privileges they had loft, and, amongft others, 
and what was above them all,— —the favour (uicfe 

* Preached on lnr.0icnt*« Dajy 
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protedlion of God, and the continuation of his mer- 
cies to them and their poftciity. 

To make therefore the imprtffion of this change the 
flronger upon their irsinds— he gives a verj pathetic 
reprefentation of the preceding forrow on that* day 
when they were firft led away captiv.e. 

Thus faith the Lord, A voice was heard in Rama ; 
lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for- 
her children, refufing to be comforted, becaufc they: 
were not. 

To enter into the full fenfe and beauty of this de- 
fcrlption, it is to be remembered that the tomb of 
Rachel, Jacob's beloved wife, as we read in the 35th; 
of Genefis, was fituatcd near Rama, and betwixt that 
place and Bethlehem, Upon which circumftance, 
the prophet raifes one of the moll affefting fcenes-. 
that could be conceived ; for as the tribes, in their 
forrowful journey betwixt Rama and Bethlehem, inr 
their way to Babylon, were fuppofed to pafs by this 
monumental pillar of their anctflcr Rachel, Jacob's 
wife, the prophet, by a common liberty in rhe- 
toric, introduces her as riling up out of her fepul- 
chre; and, as the common mother of two of their 
tribes, weeping for her children, bewailing the fad*- 
cataflrophe of her poflerity led away into a llrange. 
land, — refufing to be comforted, becaufe tliey were. 

not, loft and cut off from their country, and in 

all likelihood, never to be rcftored back to her again.. 

The Jcwifli interpreters fay upon this, that thepa-» 

triarch Jacob buried Rachel in this very place, fore- 

- feeing, by the Spirit of pfophefy; that his pofterity 
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ftould that, way be led captive, that fhc might, as 
they pafied her, intercede for thetn. 

But this fanciful fupeiftrudiure upon the paffage, 
feems to be little elfe than a mere drearti cf fomc of 
the Jevvifti doflors ; and indeed, had they not dreamt 
it when they did, 'tis great odds but feme of the Ro- 
mifli dreamers would have hit upon it before ncw*- 
For as it favours the doctrine of intercelEons— — if 
there had not been undeniable vouchers for the real 
inventors of the conceit, one (hould much fooner 
have fought for it among the oral traditions of this 

church, than in the Talmud, where it is 

. But this by the by. There is ftill anothef 'inter- 
pretation of the words here cited by St. Matthew 
which altogether excludes this fcenical rcprefentation 
1 have given of them.-— By whicii 'tis thought that 
the lamentation of Rachel here dcfcribed, lias no 
immediate reference to Rachel, Jacob' wife, but that 
it (imply alludes to the fonovvs uf her defcendants, 
the diflrefied mothers of the tribes of Benjamin and 
Ephraim, wlio might accompany their children led 
into captivity as far as Pvama, in their way to Ba- 
bylon, who wept and walled upon this fad occafion ; 
and, as the prophet defer ib?s them in the perfon of 
Rachel, refufing to be comforted for the lofs of her 
children, looking upon their departure without hops 
or profpe^lof ever beholding a return. 

Which ever of the two fenfes you give the words 
of the prophet, the application of them by the cvan- 
gelifl is equally juft and faithful. For as the former 
fcene he relates, was tranfaded upon the very fame 
Sage, — in thefame diftrift of Bethlehem near Rama 

E 6 
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— where fo many mothers of the fame tribe now fuf— 
fej?ed this fecond mod affefting blow— the Words o^ 
Jeremiah, as the evangelift obfcrves, were literally 
accomplifhed ; and, no doubt,, in that horrid day, a- 
i^oice was heard again in Rama, lamentation and 
bitter weeping' Rachel weeping for her children^ 

and refufing to be comforted ; 'every Bethlemitiih- 

mother involved in this calamity^ beholding it with 
hopelefs forrow ^^ave vent to it each one be- 
wailing her children, and lamenting the hardnefs of 
their lot, with the anguifli of a heart as incapable of 
confolation, as they were of redrefs. Monfter !— 
could no cofideration of all this tender forrow flay 

thy hands ? Could no reflection upon fo much< 

bitter lamentation, throughout the coafts of Beth- 
lehem, interpofe and plead in behalf of fo many 
wretched objeds, as this tragedy would make ? 
Was there no way open to ambition, but that thou 
niuft trample Upon the affedions of nature ? Could 
no pity for the innocence of childhood— no fym«- 
pathy for the yearnings of parental love, incline thee 
to fome other meafures for thy fecurit y^ ■ but thou. 
muft thus pitilefsly rufh in— take the viftim by vio- 
lence tear it from the embraces of '.the mother- 
offer it up before her eyes — leave her difconfolate for 
ever — broken hearted with a lofs— fo affefting in it* 

felf fo circum (lanced with horror, that no time 

liow friendly foever to the mournful — fhould ever be 
able to wear out the impreffion ? 

There is nothing in which the mind of man iS^ 
tnore dit ided than in accounts of this horrid nature^. 
For when we conCdcr man as fafhioned by hifi Ma^ 
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kcr — innocent and upright — full of the tmdereil dif 
po&ions — with a heart inclining him to kindnefs^ 
and the love and protedion of his fpecies — this idea 
of him would aknofl ihake the credit of fuch ac« 

counts : ^fo that 16 clear them ive are forced 

to take a fecond view of mnn — verj different from 
this favourable one, in which we infcnfibly reprcfent 
I'lim to our imaginations : — that is-~we arc obliged 
to coniider him — not as he was made — but as he is 
—a creature, bj the violence and irregularity of his 
pai&ons, capable of being perverted from all thefe ' 
friendly and benevolent propeufities, and fometimes 
hurried into excefTes fo oppoiite to them, as to ren- 
der the moil unnatural and horrid accounts of what 
he does but too probable — The truth of this obfcr^ 
'vation will be exemplified in the cafe before us. 
For, next to the faith and character of the hiilorian^ 
who reports fuch fads, — the particular charader 
of the perfon who committed them, is to be confider- 

ed as a voucher for their truth and credibility j ^ 

and if,^ upon inquiry, it appears, that the man aded 
but confirtent with himfelf, — and juft fo as you would 
have expe£led from his principles, the credit of the 
biftorian is rcftorcd, — and the faft related ftands ia- 
conteftible, from fo flrong and concurring an evi- 
dence on its fide. ■ 

With this view, it may not be an unacceptable 
application of the remaining part of a difcourfe upon 
this day, to give you a iketch of the charafler of 
Herod, not as drawn from fcripture, — for in general 
it fumiihes us with few materials for fuch defcrip- 
tions >--4he &cred fcripture' cuts off in few words 
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thehiflory of the urgodlj, how great foever they 
v^ere in the eyes of the world, — —and on the other 
hand dwells largely upon the fmalleft actions of the 

rigliteous We find all the circumftances of the 

lives of Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and Jofeph, record-^ 
cd in the minuted mannei:. — The wicked feem only 
mtntioncd with regret ; juft brought upon the ftage^. 
on purpofe to be condemned. The ufe and advan- 
tage of which conduiil is, I fiippofe, the reafoa 

— as in general it enlarges on no charafter, but what- 
is worthy of imitation. 'Tis however undeniable 
that the lives of bad men are not without ufe ; 
and whenever fuch a one is drawn, not with a cor- 
rupt view to be admired — but on purpofe to be dc- 
tefted — it muft excite fuch an horror again ft vice, as 
will ftrike indirtdly the fame good impreifion. And 
t ough it is painful in the laft degree to paint a man 

in the fliades which his vices have cait upon him, 

yet when it ferves this end, and at the fame time il* 
I.iftrates a point in facred hiftory — it carries its own. 
excufe with it. 

This Herod, therefore, of whom the evangelifl- 
fpeaks, if you take a fuperficial view of-his life, you- 
would fay was a compound of good and evil ;-.that. 
though he was certainly a bad man, — ^yet you would. 
think the mafs was tempered at the fame time with 
a mixture of good qualities : So that, in couTfe,,as 
is not uncommon^ he would appear with two cha- 
radlers very different from each other. If you look^ 
ed on the more favourable fide, you would fee a maa 
of great addrefs—— popular in his behaviour—ge- 
nerous, prince* like in his entertainments and ex* 
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pences, and, in a word, fet ofF with all fuch virtues- 
aiid fhowy properties, as bid high for the counte- 
nance and approbation of the world. 

View him in another light, he was an ambitious^, 
defigning man,, fufpicious of all the world, — lapa- 
cious, — implacable in his temper, without fenfe of 
religion, — or feeling of humanity.— Now, in all 
fuch complex characters as this,- — the way the world- 
wfually judges is, — to fum up tlie good and the bad* 
againft each other, — deducEt the le5cr of thefe ar- 
ticles from the greater, and (as we do in pafling other* 
accounts) give credit to the man for what remains 
upon tlie balance. Now, though this feems a fair^ 

■ yet I fear it is often a fallacious reckoning,. ■ ■ 
which, though it may ferve in many ordinary cafes 
of private life, yet will not hold good in the more 
notorious inflances of men's lives, efpecially when fo 
complicated with good and bad, as to exceed all 
common bounds and proportions. Not to be dt- 
ceived in fuch cafes, we mull work by a diifereni 
rule, which, though it may appear lefs candid, 
yet, to make amends, I am per funded will bring us 
in general much nearer to the thing we want, ■ ■ 
wliicb is truth. The way to which is — in all judg- ^> 
ments of this, kind, to diftinguifh and carry in your 
eye, the principal and ruling paflion which leads the 
chara£ler — and^ feparate that from the other parts of 
it, — and then take notice, how far his other qualities, 
good and bad, arc brought to ferve and fupport that. 
For want of this diftinftion, we often think ourfelvts 
inconfiflent creatures, when we are the fartheft from 
fit 5 and all the variety of ibapes and contradi&orj 
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appearances we put on, arc in truth but fa many di^ 
ferent attempts to gratify the fame governing appe-- 
tite. 

With this clew, let us endeavour to unravel this 
ebaradler of Herod as here given* 

The firft thing which ftrikesone in it^ is ambitiod, 
an immoderate third,, as well as jealoufy of power '^ 
—how inconfiftent foever in other parts, his charac- 
ter appears invariable in this, and every aflion of his 
life was true to it. — From hence we may venture to 
tonclude, that this was his ruling paifion, — and that* 
moft, if not all the other wheels were put in motion 
by this firft fpring. Now let us confider how far 
this was the cafe in fa£t. ^^^ 

To begin with the worft part of him— IT faid he 
was a man of no fenfe of religion, or at leaft no other 
fenfe of it, but that which ferved his turn ■■ for he 
is recorded to have built tempFes in Judea, and 
cre&ed images in them for idolatrous worfhip ■■ ■ 
not from a perfuafion of doing right, for he was bred 
a Jew, and confequentlj taught to abhor all idolatry,. 
b ut he was in truth facrificing all this time to a 
greater idol of his own, his ruling paffion ; for, if' we 
may truft Jofephus, his fole view in fo grofs a com- 
pliance was to ingratiate himfelf with Auguftus, and 
the great men of Rome, from whom he. held his 
povver.— With this he was greedy and rapacidus : 
■ a;, how could he be other wife, with fo devouring 
an appetite as ambition to provide for ! .■ He was 
jealous in his nature, and fufpicious of all the world 
Show me an ambitious man that is not fo ; for 
as f uch a plan's hand^ like IfhrnaePsj, is againft everjp 
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maOy he eoniIude3 that every man's haad in courfe 
is againll him. 

Few men were ever guilty of more aftoni&ing afls 
of cruelty— and yet the particular inftances of them 
in Herod were fuch as he was hurried into by the 
alarms this waking paJfSon perpetually gave him. He 

put the whole Sanhedrim to the fword fpariog 

neither age, or wifdom, or merit,— -one cannot 
fuppofe (imply from an inclination to cruelty n o 

they had oppofed the eftablifhment of his power 
at Jerufalem^ 

His own fons, two hopeful youths, he cut off by 
a public execution.*-^-— The, worfl men have natural 
affcftion a nd fuch a ilroke as this would run fa 
contrary to the natural workings of it, that you arc 
forced to fuppofe the impul& of fome more violent 
inclination to over-rule and conquer it.-»And fo it 
was, for the Jewifli hiftoriaa tells us,, 'twas jealoufy* 

ofpower his darling objeft of which he feared 

^liey would one day or other, difpofTcfs him -, — fuffiU 
cient inducement to tranfport a man of fuch a tem- 
per into the bloodied excefles. 

Thus far this one fatal and extravagant pafllon ac- 
counts for the dark-fide of Herod*^ charafter. This 

governing principle being flrft laid open all his- 

other bad anions follow in courfe, like fo many 
fymptomatic complaints from the fame diftemper. 

Let us fee, if this was not the cafe 6ven of his 
virtues too. 

At firft fight it feems a myfterj— — how a man 
fo black as Herod has been thus far dcfcribed— 
fliould he able to fnpport himlclf in the favour and 
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friendfhip of fo wife and penetrating a body of tnen 
as the Roman fenate, of wliom he held his power* 
To counterbalance the weight of fo bad and detefted 
a charafter — and be able to bear it up as Herod did, 
one would think he muft hav* been mafter of fome 
great fecret worth enquiring after — he was'fo.' But 
that fecret was no other than what appears' on this 
reverfe of his character.— ^He was a perfon of ^rcat^ 

addrefs popular in his outward behaviiaurri— - 

He was generous, prince- like^ in 'his entertainments'" 
and expellees. The world was then as corrupt, at* 
lead, as now — and Herod underftood it — ^knew at 
what price it was to be bought and what quali- 
ties would bid the highelt for its good word and- ap.' 
probation. 

And in truth, he judged this matter fo well 
that notwithllanding the general odium and' prcpof-^ 
feflion wliich arofe again (I fo hateful a charader— ' 
in fpite of all the ill impreffions, from fo many re* 
peated compl.iints of his cruelties and oppreiEons— 
Ire yet Hemmed the torrent— and by the fpecious' 
difplay of thefe popular virtues, bore' hiitfclf up^ 
again ft it all his life. — So that, at length, when he 
was fummoned to Rome to anfwer for his crimes — ' 
Jofephus tells us — that by the mere magnificence o* 
his cxpences — and the apparent genefofity of 'his' be- 
haviour, — he entirely confuted the whole charge—* 
and fo ingratiated himfelf with the*Roman fenate— 
aiid won the heart of Auguftus (as he had that of 
Aiuciiy before) that he ever after had his favour 
and kiiidntTb j which I cannot mention without add- 
ing, that it is an eternal ftain iipon the charade'^- 
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smd memory of Auguftus, that he fold his counte- 
nance and prote6lion to fo bad a man, for fo mean 
and bafe a con&deration. 

From this point of view, if we look back upon 
Herod — his befl qualities will fhrink into little room ; 
and, how glittering foever in appearance, when 
brought to this balance, are found wanting. And in 
truth, if we would, not willingly be deceived in the 
value of any rirtuc or fet of virtues in fo complex a 
charaftcr — we muft call them to this very account; 
examine whom they ferve, what paffion and what 
principle they have for their mafter. When this is- 
underftood, the whole clew is unraveled at once, 
and the charadler of Herod, as complicated as it is 
given us in hiflrory — when thus analyfed, is fummed 
up in three words — T^at he was a man of unbounded 
ambition^ whojluck at nothing to gratify it — fo that not 
only his vices were roinifterial to his ruling paffion^ 
but his virtues too (if they deferve the name) were 
drawn in, and lifted into the fame fervice. 

Thus much for the ch arable r of Herod — the criti- 
cal reveiw of which has many obvious ufes, to which 
I may trufl you, having time but to mention that 
particular one which firft led me into this examina- 
tion, namely, that all objedlions againft the evangc- 
li(l*s account of this day^s (laughter of the Betlilem- 
itifla infants— from the incredibility of fo horrid an 
account — are filenced by this account of the man \ 
ijnce, in this, he ad^ed but like himfelf, and juft fo 
as you would expeft in the fame circumilances,^. 
from every man of fo ambitious a head — and fo bad 
a. heart.— Confide r, what havock ambition has made. 
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how often the fame tragedy haa been aAed upon 



larger theatres where not oiilj the innocence of 

childhood or the grey hairs of the aged, have 

found no protedtion but whole countries, with* 
out diflindion, have been put to the fword, or what 
is as cruel, have been driven forth to nakednefs and 
famine, to naake waj for new oneSj. under the guid- 
ance of this paflion — For a fpecimen of this, refteft 
upon tlie ftorj related by Plutarch j wllen, by order 
of the Roman fenate, feventy populous cities were 
unawares facked and dellroyed, at one prefixed hour, 
by P. ^milius, by whom one hundred and fifty 
thoufand unhappy people- were driven in one day in- 
to captivity — to be fold to the higheft bidder, to 'Cnd- 
their days in cruel labour and anguifli. As adoniih- 
ing as the account before us is,, it vanifhes into no* 
thing from fuch views ; fince it is plain from all hi«- 
ftory, that there is no wickednefs too great for fo 
unbounded a caufe, and that the mod horrid ac- 
counts in hiftory are, as 1 faid above, but too pro» 
bable effects of it- 
May God of his mercy defend mankind from fu- 
ture experiments of this kind— and grant we may* 
make a proper ufe of them, for the- fake of Jpfus-* 
Chrift. Amen.. 
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Job's Account of the Shortnefs and 
Troubles of Life confidered. 
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:Man that is bom of a woman, is of few day», and ftlll of trouble 
—He Cometh forth like a flower, and it cut do#ii ; he fltctii 
alfo as a fliadow, aod cootintieth not. 

JThere is fomething in this refleSion of holy Job'$ 
upon the (hortnefs pf life^ and inftabilitj of human 
afiairsy fo beautiful and truly fublime; that one^might 
•challenge the writings of the uioft celebrated orators 
of antiquity, to produce a fpecimA of eloquence, fo 
ooble and thoroughly alieAing. Whether this effefl: 
^bc owing in fpme meafure to the pathetic nature of 
-the fiibjed refleded on ; or to the Eaftern manner 
•of exprefTion,, in a ftyle more exalted and fui table to 
fo great a fubje^l, or (which is the more likely ac- 
count) becaufe they ace properly the words of that 
Being, who firft infpired man xyith language, and 
taught his mouth to utter ; who opened the lips of 
the dumb, and made the tongue of the infant elof 
quent ; — to which of thefe we are to refer the beauty 
^nd«fublimity of this, as well as that of numberlefii 
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Other paflages in holy writ, may not feem now ma- 
terial : but furely, without thefe helps, never man 
was better qualified to make juft and. noble reflexions 
upon the fliortnefs of life, and inflability of human 
affairs, than Job was, who had himfelf waded through 
fuch a fea'^oi troubles, and in his paiTage had en- 
countered many viciflitudes of ftorms and funlhine, 
and by turns had felt both the extremes, of all the 
happinefs, and of all the wretchednefs, that mortal 
man is heir to, 

Tlie beginning of his days was crowned with every 
thing that ambition could wifli for ;■■ he was the 
greateft of all the men of the Eaft had large and 
unbounded pofTeflions ; and, no doubt, enjoyed all 
the comforts and advantages of life, which they could 

adminifter* -Perhaps you will fay, a wife nnan 

might not be inclined to give a full loofe to this kind 
of happinefs, without fame better fecurity for the 
fupport of it, than the mere poffeffion of fuch goods 
of fortune, which often flip from under us, and 
fometimes unaccountably make themfelves wings and 

fly away. But he had that fecurity too,— for the 

hand of Providence which had thus far proteded, 
was ftill leading him forwards, and feemed engaged 
in the prcfervation and continuance of thefe bleflSings ^ 
— . .God had fet a hedge about him, and about all 
that he had on every fide; he had blefled all the 
works of his hands, and his fubftance increafcd every 
day. Indeed, even with this fecurity, riches to him 
that hath neither child nor brother, as the wife man 
obfervcs, inftead of a comfort, prove fometimes a fore 
travel and vexation.— The mind of man is not always 
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iatlsfied withtbe reafonable aiTurance of its ownren* 
joyments, but will look forwards ; and, if it difcovers 
fouxc imaginary void, the want of foaie beloved ob- 
ject to fill his place after hin), will often difquiet 
itf^f in vain, and fajrr-" For whom do I labour, and 
** bereave myfelf of reft ?" 

This bar. to his happinefs God had likewife taken 

away in blefling him with a numerous offspring of 

fons and daughters, the apparent inheritors of all his 

prefent happinefs, — Pleafing refledion ! to think the 

^bleffings God has indulged one's felf in, fl^all be 

handed and continued down to a man's own feed : 

^How little 4oe.s this differ from a fecond enjoyment 

«of them, to an affectionate parent, who naturally 

looks forward with as ftrong an iptereft upon his 

children, as if he was to live over again Jn his own 

pofterity ! 

What could be wanting to finifh fuch a pi^ure of 
a happy man I — furely nothing, except a virtuous 
difpolition to give a rclilh to thefe bleflings, and di- 

reft him to make a proper uCe pf them. He had 

that too ; for he was a perfeft and upright man, one 
that feared GoD, and efchewed evil. 

In the midfl of all this profperity, which was as 
great as. could well fall to the (hare of one man ;-— 
whilft ,all the world looked gay, and fmiled upon 
him, and every thing round him fecmed to promife 
if poffible, an increafe of happinefs ; in one inftant-— 
all is changed into forrow and utter defpair. 

It pleafed God for wife purpofes to blaft the for- 
tunes of his houfe, and cut off the hopes of his po- 
fterity, and in one mournful day to bring this great 
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prince from his pahce down to the dunghill, flis 
flocks and herds, in which confided the abundance 
of his wealth, were part confumed by a fire from 
heaven, the remainder taken away hy the fword of 
the enemy : his fons and daughters, whom 'tis natu- 
ral to imagine fo good a man had fo brought up in a 
fenfe of their duty, as to give him all reafonable 
hopes of much joy and pleafure in their future lives 
— natural profpe6t for a parent to look forwards at, 
to recompenfe him for the many cares and anxieties 
which their infancy had coil him ! thefe dear pledges 
of his future happinefs were all, all fnatch«d from 
him at one blow, juil at the time that one might 
imagine they were beginning to be the comfort and 
delight of his old age, which moft wanted fnch ftaves 
to lean on ; .-and as circumftances add to an evil, 
fo they did to this ; — for it fell out, not only by a 
very calamitous accident, which was grievous enough 
in itfelf, but likewife upon the back of his other mis- 
fortunes, when he was ill prepared to bear fuch a 
fbock ; and what would dill add to it, it happened at 
an hour when he had leaft reafon to expeA it, when 
he would naturally think his children fecure and out 
of the way of danger. *^ For whilft they were feaft- 
'* ing and making merry in their eldeft brother's 
*' houfe, a great wind out of the wildernefs fmete 
'^ the four corners of the houfe, and it fell upon 

« them." 

Such a concurrence of misfortunes is not the'com- 
mon lot of many : and yet there are infiances of fome 
who have undergone as fevere trials, and bravely 
ftruggled under them 5 perhaps by natural force of 
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fplrlts, tlie advantages of health, and the cordial af- 
fiflance of a friend : and with thefe helps, what maj 

fiot a man fuflain ? but this was not Job's cafe ; 

for fcarce had thefe evils fallen upon him, when he 
was not onlj borne down with a grievous diftemper, 
which afflifled him from the crown of his head to 
the fole of his foer, but likewife his three friends, in 
whofe kind confolations he might have found a me- 
dicine,— even the wife of his bofom, whofe dutj it 
was with a gentle hand to have foftened all his for« 
rows, inftead of doing this, thejr cruellj infulted and 
becanfe the re'proachers of his integrity. O God ! 
i¥hat is man when thou thus bruifeil him, and makeft 
bis burden heavier, as his ftrength grows lefs ?— — 
Who, that had found himfelf thus an example of the 
many changes and chances of this mortal life ; 
when he confidered himfelf now dripped and left 
deilitute of fo many valuable blefBngs which the 
moment before thy Providence had poured upon his 
head i-^when he refle£led upon this gay delight- 
fome ftrufture, in appearance fo ftrongly built, fo 
-pleafingly furrounded with every thing that could 
iflatter his hopts and wiHies, and beheld it all levelled 
with the ground in one moment, and the whole 
profpe^ vauiih with it like the defcription of an en» 
chantment :— i-who, I fay, that had feen and felt the 
ihock of fo fudden a revolution, would not have been 
furnifhed with juft and beautifnl refleiflions upon the 
occafion ? and faid with Job in the words of the text, 
'* That man that is born of a woman, is of few days, 
«* and full of mifcry— that he cometh forth like a 
FoL K F 
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" flower, and is cut down ; he fleeth alfo as a fliaflow, 
^* and contintieth not." 

The words of the text are an epitome of the natH' 
.ral and mgraivzmty of man, and contain two diftinA 
.declarations concerning his flate and condicion iB 
each refpeft. 

Firft, That he is a. creature pf few days ; and fo- 
xondly, That thofe days are full of trouble. 

I Ihall make fome refleftions upou each of thefe in 
their order, and conclude with a practical lefiTpn from 
^the whole. 

And firfjty Thdt he is of few days. The conparL- 
fon which Job.xnakes i}fe of. That man cometh forth 
like a flower, \^ extremely beautiful, and more to the 
purpofe than the moft elaborate proof, whiph in truth 
the fubject will not eafily .admit of ;-Tr-thc ftortnefs 
of life being a point fo generally, complained of in all 
ages {ince the ilood, and fo univerfaUy felt and acr 
knovvledged by the whole fpecies, as to require no 
evidence beyond a fimilitude ; the intent of whijch ]fi 
not io much to prove the fact, as to illuftrate and 
place it in fiich a light as to ftrike us, and bring the 
impreflion home to ourfelves in a more aflfecting 
manner. 

Man comes forth, fays Job, like a flower, and is 

cut down •, -: he is fent into the world the fatreft 

and nobleft part of God's works,.-«.faQiioned after 
I he image of his Creator with rcfpect to reafon and 
the great faculties of the mind. He cometh forth 
glorious as the flower of the field : as it furpafles the 
vegetable wotld in beauty, fo does he the animal 
Vt^orld in the glory and -excellencies of his nature* 
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The one — if do untimely accident oppre(s it, {oan 
arrives at the full period of its perfection,— *is ibf- 
fered to triumph for a few momeots, and is plucked 
up by the roots in the very pride and gayeft ftage of 

its being : or if it happens to efcape the hands of 

violence, in a few days it neceflarilv fickens of itfelf 

and dies a war, 

Man like wife, though his progrefs is flower, and 
his duration fomething longer, yet the periods of his 
growth aad declenfion- are nearly the fame, both in 
the nature and mamier of them. 

If he efcapes the dangers which threaten his tender 
years, he is foon got into the full maturity and 
flrengtll of life : and if he is fo fortunate as not to be 
hurried out of it then by accidents, by his own folly 
and inteinperance — if he efcapes thefe, he naturally 
decays of himfelf; a period comes fail upon him, 
beyond which he was not made to lad. — ^Like a 
vflower or fruit which may fee plucked up by force 
before the time of their maturity, yet txmnot be made 
to outgrow the period when they are to fade and 
drop of themfelves ; when that comes, the hand of 
nature then plucks them both off; and no art of the 
botanift can uphold the one, or &ill of the phyfician 
preferve the other, beyond the periods to which their 
original frames and conflitutions were made to ex-* 
.tend. As Gob has appointed and determined the 
ieveral growths and decays of the vegetable race, fo 
he feems as evidently to have prefer ibed the fame 
laws to man, as well as all living creatures, in the 
firft rudiments of which there are contained the fpe« 
cific powers of their growth, duration, and eztioc* 

Fa 
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tion ; aod wheQ the evolutons of thofe animal powers 
are ezhaufted and run down^ the creature expires 
and dies of itfelf, as ripe fruit falls from the tree, or 
a fiower preferved bejond its bloom drops and. pe« 

rifties upon the (talk. 

Tims much for this comparifon of Job's, which 
though ic is very poetical^ yet conveys a juft idea of 

the thing referred to ** That he fleeth alfo as a 

' ihadoWy and continueth not/' — is no lefs a faithful 
and fine reprefentation of the Ihortnefs and vanity of 
human life, of which one cannot give a better expla- 
nation, than by referring to the original, from whence 
the pi6lure was taken. With how quick a fuc- 
cefHon, do days, months and years pafs over our 
heads ! how truly like a {hadow that departtth 
do they (Ice away infenlibly, and fcarce leave an im- 

prcffion with us I When we endeavour to call 

them back by reflexion, and confider in what man* 
ner they have gone, how unable are the beft of us to 

give a tolerable account ! and were it not for 

fome of the more remarkable (lages which havd di- 
fljiiguiihed a few periods of this rapid progref s ■ 
we (hould look back upon it all as Nebuchadnezzar 
did upon his dream when he awoke in the morning ; 
— he was fenfible many things had pafled, and 
troubled him too, but had paffed on fo quickly, they 
had left no footfleps behind, by which he could be 
enabled to trace them back .——Melancholy account 
of the life of man ! which generally runs on in fuch 
a manner, as fcarce to allow time to make refleftions 
which way it has gone. 

How many of our firft years Aide by in the iano« 
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cent fports of childhoody in which we are not able to 
make refiedlions upon them ! how many more 
though tlefs years efcape us in our youth, when we 
are unwilling to do it ^ and are fo eager in the purfuit 
of pleafurcy as to have no time to fpare, to Hop and 
confider them ! 

When gravpr and riper years come on, and we 
begin to think it time to reform, and fet up for men 
of fenfe and condu6t, then the bufinefs and perplex- 
ing interefts of this world, and the endlefs plotting 
and contriving how to make the moft of it, do fo 
wholly employ us, that we are too bufy to make re- 
fli^dions upon fo unprofitable a fubjedl. — As families 
and children increafe, fo do our affections, and with 
them are multiplied our cares and toils for their pre-* 
fervation and eflablifliment ;— all which take up 
our thoughts fo clofely, and pofTefs them fo long, that 
we are often overtaken by grey hairs before we fee 
them, or have found leifure to confider how far we 

were got— what we have been doing and for 

what purpofe Gob fent us into the world. As man 
may juflly be faid to be of few dajs, confidered with 
rcfped to this ivafty fuccefTion of things, which foon 
carries him into the decline of his life ; fo may he 
likewife be faid to flee like a fliadow and continue 
not, when his duration is compared with other parts 
of God's works, and even the works of his own 

hands, which outlafl him many generations ; whilft 

bis-— as Homer obferves, like leaves, one generation 
drops, and another fprings up, to fall again, and be 
forgotten. 

Bat when we farther confider his days in the light 

F 3; 
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in which we ought chieflj to view them, as thej ap- 
pear in thy fight^ O God ! with whom a thoufand 
years are but as yeilerday ; when we refleft that this 
hand-breadth of l.fe is all that is meafured out to 
man from that eternity for which he is created, how 
does this ihort (pan vanifh to nothing in the compari* 
fon ! 'Tis true, the greateft portion of time will do 
the fame when compared with what is to come; and 
therefore fo (hort and tranlirory a one, as threefcore 
years and ten, beyond which all is declared to be la- 
bour and forrow, may the eafier be allowed : and ye., 
how uncertain are we of tliat portion, fhcrt as it is 
Do not ten thoufand accidents break off the fleiider 
thread of human life« long before it can be drawn 
out to that extent ? — The new born babe falls down 
an eafy prey, and moulders back again into duft, like 

a tender bloffom put forth in an untimely hour. 

The hopeful youth in the very pride and beauty of 
his life is cut ofT; feme cruel dillemper or unthought- 
of accident lays him proftrate upon the earth, to pur* 
fue Job's comparifon, like a blooming flower fmit 
and (hrivcled up with a malignant blaft. In this^ 
fla^^e of life, chances multiply u|-)on us, — the feeds 
of difordcrs ure T wn by intemperance. or n^gledt, — 

infedious difte-npers are mor.' tafily contradleJ, 

when contra^cd they r?ge with greater violence, and 
the fuccefs in many caiVs is more d-nibtful, info much 
that they v. ho have cxcrcifed ihemlelves in computa- 
tons of this kind tcil us, '* That one half of the 
** whole fpecite, which are born into the world, go 
^*. out of it 'a;j;..in, and are :dl d^'nd in fo Ihort a.fpace 
** as the iiiii Lws.-sLn vtari:."^ 
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Thefc refiedions may be fufficient to illuftrate the 

fi rft part of Job's declaration, " That man is of /em 

** days^"* Let us examine the truth of the o.her, and 

fee whether he is not ]\\;x.vniQfuH of trotAle. 

And here we muit not take our account from the' 
flattering outfide of things, which- are generally fet 

off with a glittering appearance enough, efpecially ia 
what is called higher life. Nor can we fafely truft 
the evidence of fome of the more merry and thought- 
lefs amongft us, who are fo fet upon the enjoyment 
of life, as feldom to reflect upon the troubles of it 
■or who^ perhaps, becaufe they are not yet com& 
to this portion of their inheritance,- imagine it is not 

their common lot. ^Nor, laftly, are we to form an 

idea of it from the delufive dories of a few of the 
mod profperous pai&ngers^ who have fortunately 
fail:!d through, and efcaped the rougher toils and 
diftreiTes: Bi>t wt are- to take our account from a 
cl6fe furvey of human life, and the real face of 
things, ilnpt of every thing that can palliate or gild 
it over. We mud hear the general complaint of all 
ages, and read thie hidories of mankind. If we look 
into them, and examine them to the bottom, what 
do they contain bat the hifiory of fad and uncom- 
fortable pafTages, which a good natureu man cannot 
read but with opprefTion of fpirits ?— Confider tl.« 
dreadful fucceffiott of wars in one part or other of 
the earth, perpetuated from one century to another 
with fo little intermiflion, that mankind have fcarce 
had time to breathe from them, fince ambition firft 
came into the world— ^—Confider the horrid ttfecls 
of them in all ihofs barbarous devaftations, we rtad 

. F4 
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of, where whole nations have been put to the fworu, 
or have been driven out to nakednefs and famine, to 

make room for new comers Conlider how great 

a part of our fpecies, in all ages down to this, have 
been trod under the feet of cruel and capricious ty- 
rants, who would neither hear their cries, nor pity 

their diftreffes Confider flavery,— ^— what it h, 

how bitter a draught, and how many millions 

* have been made to drink of it ; . ..which if it can 

poifon all earthly happinefs when exercifed barely 

iipon their bodies, what mud it be, when it compre* 

hends both the flavery of body and mind ; To 

conceive this, look into the hiilory of the Romifh 
church and her tyrants (or rather executioners) who 
feem to have taken pleafure in the pangs and con- 
vulfions of their fellow-creatures.— -Examine the in* 

quifition, here the melancholy notes founded in every 

cell Confider the anguifli of mock trials, and 

the exquifi^ tortures confequcnt thereupon, merci* 
lefsly inflifted upon the unfortunate, where the 
racked and weary foul has fo often wilhed to take its 
leave — but cruelly not fuffered to depart— Confider 
liow many of thefe helplefs wretches have been haled 
from thence, in all periods of this tyrannic ufurpa- 
tion, to undergo the maffacres and flames to which 
a falfe and a bloody religion has condemned them. 

If this fad hiftory and detail of the more public 
caiifes of the miferies of man are not fufficient, let 
U3 behold him in another light with refpefi to the 
more private caiifes of them, and fee whetljer he is 
not full of trouble likewife there, and almoft born to 
it as naturally as the fparks fly upwards. If we con- 
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£der man as a creature full of wants and* necefSciei 
(whether refal or imaginary) which he i» not able ta 
fupplj of himflsif, what a train of difappointments, 
vexations and dependencies are to be feen, liTuing 
from thence to perplex and make his being uneafj t 
■ How manj joftlings and hard druggies do we 
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undergo^ in making our waj in the world f— ^ 
How barbarouQy held back ! How often and 

bafelj overthrown, in aiming onlj at getting bread ! , 

How many of us never attain it— at kail not 

comfortably, — but, from various unknown caufcs— ■ 
eat it all our lives long in bitternefs I 

If we fhift the fcene, and look upwards, towards 
thofe whofe fituation in life feems to place them 
above the forrows of this kind, yet where arc they 
exempt from others? Do not all ranks and condition;^ 
of men meet with fad accidents and numbcrlefs ca* 
lamities in other rcfpefts, which often make them 
go heavily all their lives long \ 

How many fall into chronicle infirmities, which ren- 
der both their days and nights reftlefs and unfupport- 
able? — How many of the higheft rank are tore up with 
ambition, or foured with difappointments; and how 
many more, from a thoufand fecret caufes of difquiet 
pine away in filence, and owe their deaths to forrow 
and dejeftion of heart? — If we caft our eyes upon thf 
loweft dafs and condition of life,— the fcene is mor^ 
melancholy ftill. — Millions of our fellow-creatures^ 
born to no inheritance but poverty and trouble^ 
forced by the necefSty of their lots to drudgery and 
painful employments, and hard fet with that too, tcv 
get enough to keep tbemfelves and families allve*--i*^ 
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So that^ upon- the ;\hole, when we have tw^mined 
the true Aaie and condiiion of human life, and have 
made fome ollQwances for a few fugacious^, deceit- * 
ful plealurcs, tliere is fcarce anj thing to be found 
which coatradlcls Job's defcrlption of it — ^Which- 
ever way we look abioad, we fee foine legible cha- 
ra£lers of what (ron. firfl denounced againfl us,. 
** That in forro.v we fhould eat our bread, till we 

" return to the ground from whence we were ta- 
** ken*.'^ 

But fome one will fay,. Why are we thus to be 
put out of love with human life ? To what purpofe 
is it to expofe the dark fide of it to us, or enlarge 
upon the infirmities which are natural, and conft- 
quently out of our power to redrefs ! 

I anfwer,. That the fubjeft is neverthelefs of great 
importance, fince it.is necellary every creature fhould 
iinderftand his prefent flate and condition, to put" 
him in mind of behaving fuicably to it. — Does not 
an impartial furvey of man ' the holding up this 
^lafs to (how him his defeds and natural infirmities,, 
naturally t(;nd to cure his pride, and clothe him with 
humility, which is a drefs that beft btcoroes a (hort* 
lived and a wretched creature ?— -Doco not the con- 
ftderation of the (horinefs of our life convince lis of 
the wifdom of dedicating fo fmall a portion to the 
great purpoff s of eternity ? 

Laftly, When we reflc£t that this fpan of life, 
ftiort as it is, is chequered with fo many troubles, 
that there is nothing in this world fprings up, or can 

• H. B. Mod of thcfc refIc«£tioD8 upon theiuiferici of life are. 
tvikcu Iroui Woolaftoa, 
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Be enjoyed without a mixture of forrcfW ; how infen- 
iibly does it incline us to turn our eyes and afieAions 
from fo gloomy a profpecV, and fix tlicm upon that 
happier country, where afflictions cannot follow us, 
and where God will wipe away all tears froax off our 
face? for ever and ever ! Amen, , 
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Lni tv' ii'.I ir. .1:1 kind ; follow him into his own hoaie, 
iii;iy h. y.'ii I'cc a tyrant, morofe and favage to all 
'.vli:»'.": haPijiijrfj drpcnds upon his kindncCs. A third, 
in li.s ^'.ii'.. .tl bvl;aviour is found to be generoQS| 
dirintficritLci, i.'jmane, and friendly ;-— hear but the 
I'.'A It :iy oi' ihc friendlefs orphans, too credulouflj 
truHii^Y all iheir little fubflauce into his hands, and 
lie ih.ul appear more fordid, more pitiltfs and unjuft 
than th^ injured tliennrelves have bitternefs to paint 
h::n. Another llidU bs charitable to the poor, un* 
c\ iritubL' in his ccnfurcs and opinions of all the reft 

oi' Ciie world befides ; tempeiate in his appetites, 

iiitLmperatc in his tongue ; ■ fliall have too much 
Cwnrviciice and religion to cheat the man v^ho truits 
him, and, perhaps, as far as the bufinefs of debtor 
a:iJ creditor extends, iliall be jud and fcrupulous to 
t'le uttcrmoil mite : yet, in matters of full as great 
v.. If ICC rp, where he is to have the handling of the 
p.irty's reputation and good name the deareil, 

tljL* tendcrtil property the mau has— he will do him 
irreparable damage, and rob him there without mea^- 
fure or pity. 

And this fcems t* be that particular piece of in- 
confllicncy and contradiftion which the text is level- 
led at, in which the words feem fo pointed, as if St. 
James had known more flagrant inftances of this kind 
of dclufion, than what had fallen under the obferva- 
tion of any of the refl of the apollles ; he being more 
remarkably vehement and copious upon that fubjeft 
than any other. 

Doubtlefs fome of his converts had been notori* 
aully wicked and licentious in this remorfeleis prac-- 
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pretend to have any, and yet be of niceft honour, 
coofcientionfly jail and fair in all his dealings. And 
here it is that men generally betray themfclves, de- 
ceiving, as the apoftlc fays, their own hearts ; of 
which the inftances are fo various, in one degree or 
other, throughout human life, that one might fafely 
fay, the bulk of mankind live in fuch a contradidion 
to themfelves, that there is no chara^er fo hard to 
be met with as one, which, upon a critical exami. 
nation, will appear altogether uniform, and in every 
point confident with itfelf. 

If fuch a contrail was only obfervable in the dif- 
ferent ftages uf a man's life, it would ceafe to be ei* 
thcr a matter of wonder or of juft reproach. Age, ex- 
perience, and much refleAion, may naturally enough' 
be fuppofed to alter a man's fenfe of things, and fo 
entirely to transform him, that not only in outward 
appearances, but in the very cafl and tern of his 
mind, he may be as unlike and different from the 
man he was twenty or thirty years ago, as he ever 
was from any tiling of his own fpecies. This, I fay, 
is naturally to be accounted for, and in fomc cafes 
might be praife worthy too ; but the obfervatxon is 
to be made of men in the fame period of their lives, 
that ill. the fame day, fometimes in the very fame ac- 
tion, they are utterly inconfiflent and irreconcilable 

widi themfelves. ^Look at a man in one light, and 

he flialt feem wife, penetrating, difcreet, and brave ; 
behold him in another point of view, and you fee a 
creatuqs all over folly and indifcretioa, weak and ti- 
morous as cowardice and indifcretion can make him. 
A niEO ' fliall appear gentle, courteous, and benevo- 
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knt to all mankind ; follow him into his own houfe; 
may be you fee a tyrant, morofe and favage to all 
whofe happinefs depends upon his kindnefs. A third, 
in his general behaviour is found to be generous, 
difintereiled,. humane, and friendly: — hear but the 
fad ftory of the friendlefs orphans, too credulouflj 
trading all their little fubAauce into his hands, and 
he ihall appear more fordid, more pitikfs and unjull 
than the injured themfelves have bittemefs to paint 
him. Another fliall be charitable to the poor, un- 
charitable in his cenfures and opinions of all the reft 

of the world befides ; tempei ate in his appetites, 

intemperate in his' tongue ; ■ fliall have too much 
confcience and religion to cheat the man who trufis 
him, and, perhaps, as far as the bu&nefs of debtor 
and creditor extends,, ihall be juft and fcrupulous to 
the uttermofl mite : yet, in matters of full as great 
concern,, where he is to have the handling of the 
party's reputation and good name t he dearefl, . 
the tendereft property the man has — ^he will do him 
irreparable damage,, and rob him there without mea-- 
fure or pity. 

And this feems t* be that particular piece of in-- 
confiftency and contradidtion which the text is level* 
led at, in which the words feem fo pointed, as if St. 
James had known more flagrant inftances of this kind 
of delufion, than what had fallen under the obferva- 
tion of any of the reft of the apoftles ; he being more 
remarkably vehement and copious upon that fubjeft 
than any other. 

Doubtlefs fome of his converts had been notori<* 
ooifly wicked and licentious in this remorfeleis prac^ 



S£RMOM XI. i3Jr 

tice of- defamation ^d evil-fpeaking. -Perhaps the 
lioly man, though fpotlefs as an angel (for no cha- 
rafter' is too facred for cilumnj to blacken^, had 
grievoufly fuffered himfelf,. and,, as his blefled Ma- 
iler foretold hi«i, had been cruelly reviled, and evil 
Jfoken of. 

All his labours in the gofpel, his unaffcdled and 
perpetual folidtude for the pref&rvation of his flock, 
his watchines and fallings,, his poverty, has natural 
fimplicity and innocence of life, all perhaps were not 
enough to defend him fi^m this unruly weapon, fo 
full of deadly poifon. And what in all likelihood 
might move his forrow and indignation more, fome 
who feemed the moft devout and zealous of all his 
converts, were the moil mercilefs and uncharitable 
in that rcfpe£t: having a form of.godlinefs, full of 
bitter cnvyings and llrifc. 

With fuch it is that he expodulates fo largely in 
the third chapter of his epiflle : and there is fome- 
thing in his vivacity, tempered with fuch afFe5lion 
and concern, as well fuited the chara6ler of an \n^ 
f pi red man. My brethren, fays the apoftle, thefc 
things ought not to be. i The wifdom that is from 
above is pure, peaceable, gentle, full of mercy, with- 
out partiality,.without hypocrify. The wifdom from 
above— that heavenly religion which I have preach- 
ed to jou, is pure, alike and confident with itfelf ia 
all: its parts ; like its great Author, 'tis univerfally 
kind and benevolent in all cafes and circumllances. 
Its firft glad tidings were peace upon earth, good. 
will towards men 5 its chief- comer ft one, its moft 
di&inguiihing chaidfter is love, that kind principle 
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which brought it down, in the pure exercife of which 
coniifts the chief enjoyment of heaven from whence 
it came. But this pra&ice, my brethren^ comcth 
not from above» but is earthly, fenfual, devilifh, full 
of confufion and every evil work. * Refled then a 
moment ; can a fountain fend forth, at the fame 
place, fweet water and bitter ? Can the fig* tree, my 
brethren, bear olive-berries : either a vine, %s ; Lay 
your hands upon your hearts, and let your confciences 

fpeak Ought not the fame juft principle, which 

reftrains you from crueltjT and wrong in one cafe 
equally to witbold you from it in another ? — Should 
not charity and good- will, like the principle of life 
circulating through the fmallefl: vefTels in every mem- 
ber, ought it not to operate as regularly upon you, 
throughout, as well upon your words as upon your 
actions ? 

If a man h wife and endued with knowledge, let 
him ihow it, out of a good converfation, with meek- 

nefs of wifdom. But if any man amongft you 

feenjeth to be religious feeroeth to be, for 

truly ' religious he cannot be, — and bridleth not his 
tongue, but deceivcth his own heart, this man's re- 
ligion is vain. — This is the full force of St. James's 
reafoning, upon which I have dwelt the more, it be- 
ing the foundation, upon which is grounded this 
clear decifion of the matter left us in the text. In 
which the apoftle feemt to have fet the two charac- 
ters of a faint and a flanderer at fuch variance, that 
one would hive thought they could never have had 
a heart to have met together again. But there are 
mo alliances too firange for this worldi)«-i»How many 
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may we obfervc every day, even of the gentler fex^ 
as well as our own, who, without convidion of do- 
ing much wrong, in the midfl of a fuU career of ca» 
luoinj and defamation, rife up pun£lually at the 
flated hour of prayer, leave the cruel ftory half un- 
told till they return, ■ go, and kneel down bc« 
fore the throne of Heaven, thanl^ GoD that he bad 
not made them like others, and that his Jloly Spirit 
had enabled them to perform the duties of the day, 
in fo Chriftian and confcientious a manner ? 

This delufive itch for flander, too common in all 
ranks of people, whether to gratify a little unge-* 
neroos refentment, ' w hether, oftener, out of a 
principle of levelling, from a narrownefs and poverty 
of foul, ever impatient of merit and fuperlority in 
others,— whether from a mean ambition, or the .in« 
fatiate lull of being witty (a talent In which ill-nature 
and malice are no ingredients)— --or, laftly, whether 
from a natural cruelty of difpofition, abftraded from 
aD views and confiderations of felf : to which one^ 
or whether to all jointly, we are indebted for this 
contagious malady, thus much is certain, from wat« 
ever feeds it fprings, the growth and progrefs of it 
ere as deflruflive to, as they are unbecoming a civl* 
lized people. To pafi a hard and ill-natured reflec- 
tion, upon an undefigning adion ; to invent, or 
which is equally bad, to propagate, a vexatious re« 
port without colour and grounds ; to plunder an in- 
nocent man of his chara6ler and good name, a jewel 
which, perhaps, he has flarved himfelf to purchafe, 
and probably would hazard his life to fecure ; to rob 
him at the fame time of hit happinefs and peace of 
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nioiJ, perliapB bis brca<i,. ■ — Uig bread mj b^ 
m vuinoui fumilr i and in iill diif, us Solonon tiji 
tbe nadmui who cafleih fiTc-brands^ arrowa ^ 
<icaib> aod (uilb. Am I dot in fpoti ? — oil ifau oal 
WtnionncfT, and ofrtncr from WcrlV moltv^Ei< 
Whulv ttppean fuuh a ccinplicatiaa of badncts as ' 
qiiiici vavrotAs cr warmih of ftmcy to ag-csV] 
Pride, tfco«b«i7, rnvy, hypacriry, malicr, crai 
ud fcl&kre, may have bi.-en faid, in imtr tbaps 
Olber, lo have oenfiubcd all ihe fnuds atid mtCclj 
tbu rver bappeotd 'm ihe wottd ; but ibi; cbol 
agaiufl >cctincuf<ace orihrm all in one perfon, ' 
to nuny, tliai on« would huve fuppoied tW clni 
tCT of a commaD OandcTcr ao nrc aod difficult a | 
daftion in naiuce tu llmt of a gteat genius, vHt 
bldoui bappcTLf abavc once ii; an age. ^ 

Bat, whali^vcr wii llic cafe whrn Sc James wj 
bis ejiifllc, wc hare b*rn very fDccefsfal in II 
dayi, and have fjund out the an, by a proper 1 
■Mgetnetit uf light and &-ute, to compountl all d 
t;«s K^Mhtr, fo as to rivi; body and firengtb tw 
wtW, wbilli no oi>e but a dilVcrning firtift is ab) 
dircovuf (tif labours that join in fi»Ubinj{ tliepi^t) 
^And indfcd, like loaoy other biid vriginals in. 

world ii Hands tB nerd of all ibe ctifguilc it tl 

Fiif wUo tuuSd be eiiai)iour«d of a cliaraj 
inlidc up of ia loattilome a com ponrvd,— could B 
bditdd it naked,-— in its crooked and deformtd fi 
— ividi ill! its QuLural and detellcd in&rmitia 
»|)cn to public view ? 

And ihtrrefore, ic were to be wilbed^ I 
oould do iu ili^iu&Iignaiit cafe of ihs axlaSg^ 
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k gcnerallj done, for the public good, in the more 

malignant and epidemical caufes of the body, — that i& 

— when they are found infeftious, — to write a hiftory 

f the diftemper,— and afcertain the fymploms 

of the malady, fo that every one might know whom: 

he might venture to go near,, with tolerable fafety to 

himfelf. But, alas ! the fymptoms of this appear 

in fo many ftrange and contradi^ory fhapes, and 

▼ary fo wonderfully with tlie temper and habit of the 

patient, that they are not to be claiTed — or reduced 

to any one regular fyftem. 

Ten thoufand are the vehicles in which this deadly 

poifon is prepared and commuuicated to the world,. 

— and, by fome artful hands, 'tis done by fo fubtle 

and nice an infulion, that it is not to be taded or dif« 

covered but by its effeds. 

How frequently is the honefty and integnty of a 

man difpofed of by a fmile or a flirug ? — How many 
good and generous anions have been funk into obli- 
vion by a diflruftful look, — or llampt with the impu- 
tation of proceeding from bad motives, by a myfte* 
rious and feafonable whifper ? ,, 

Look into companies of thofe whofe gentle natures 

fliould difarm them, we (hall find no better ac- 
count. How large a portion of challity is firnt 

out of the world bydiilant hints, — nodded away, and 

cruelly winked into fufplcion, by the envy of thofe 

who are pa/1 all temptation of it themfelves ; — How 

often does the reputation of a helplefs creature bleed 

by report — which the party who is at tlie pains to 

propagate it, beholds with much pity and feliow- 

ffceling,-— that flu; U heartily furry for it, — hopes iii 
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God it is not true ;— howcvrr, as Archblfliop Tillct- 
fna wittily obCtTvrs upon it, is refolved, in tbe meiti 
timi*, to ^ive the report her pafs, that at lead it maj 
hive fair play to like its fortune in the world.— to 
he bcli' vfd or not, according to the charity of thofc 
into whufe hands it Ihnll happrn to fall. 

So fru'tful ij this vice in variety of expedier.ts, to 
filiate as well '.;5 difguife itfelf. But if thefe fmoother 
w f apons cut fo fore, — what (hall we fay of open and 
unblu(liin»( fcanilal — fubjpftcd to no caution— —tied 
down to no rt^ftraints ? — If the one, like an arrow 
flint in the dark, docs neverfhelefs fo much fecrct 
niifchief, — this, like the peftilence which ragcth at 
noon-day, fweeps all before ir^ levelling without di- 
flinflion the good and the bad: a thoufand fall be- 
fide it, and ten thuufand on its right hand, — they 
fall— fo rent and torn in this tender part of them, fo 
unmerciuilly butchered, as fometimes never to reco- 
vcrp cither of the wounds — or the anguifh of heart 
which they have occafioned> 

But there is nothing fo bad which will not admit 
of fomething to be faid in its defence. 

And hfre it may be afked, — Whether the incon- 
venicacies and ill c-iFvfdls which the world feels from 
the liccntioufntrs of this pradice — arc not fufficiently 
counterb. danced by the real iaflucmce it has upon 
men's lives and condiivl ?— That if there was no evil 
fpcaking in the world, thoufands would be encouraged 

to do ill, and would rufli into many indecorums, 

like a hoi fe into the battle, — were they fure to efcape 
the trmgues of men. 

Tliut if we take a general view of the world,- 
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^^ (hall find that a great deal of virtue,— at leaft of 
the outward appearance of ir,— -is not fo much from 
ftny fixed principle, as the terror of what the world 
will faj,— -^and the liberty it will take upon the 00 
cafions we fhall give. 

That, if we defcend to particulars, numbers are 
every daj taking more pains to be well fpoken o^-*- 
than what would a&oally enable them to live fo at 
to deferve it. 

That there are many, of both fezes, who can fup« 
port life well enough without honour or chaftitj,— 
who, without reputation (which is but the opinion 
which the world has of the matter), would hide their 
heads in ihame, and fink down in utter defpair of 
happinefs. — iio doubt the tongue is a weapon, which 
does chaftife many indecorums which the laws of 
men will not reach,.— and keeps many in awe . . . 
whom confcience will not ; and where the cafe is in* 
4ifputably flagrant, — the fpeakingof it in fuch words 
as it deferves,— .fcarce comes within the prohibition 

■ In many cafes, 'tis hard to exprefs ourfelves fo 
as to fix a diftindilon betwixt oppofite charafters,— « 
and fometimes it may be as much a debt we owe to 
virtue, and as great a piece of juflice, to ezpofe a vi« 
cious charader, and paint it in its proper colonrs,-— 
as it is to fpeak well of the deferving, and defcribe 
his particular virtues.— *-And, indeed, when we inflift 
this puniOiment upon the bad, merely out of prin« 
ciple, and without indulgence to any private paffion 
of our own,— 'tis a cafe which happ^is fo feldom, 
that one might venture to except it. 

However, to thofe, who in this objedion are real- 
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Ijr concerned ibr the caufc of virtue, I cannot help 
recommending ivhat would much more efie^uadljr 
ferve her intereft, and be a furer token of their zeftl 
and attachment to her': and that is, ■ An all fuch 
plain inftances where it.feem6 to be a dutj to fix a 
diftindion betwixt the good and the 'bad,.-^to let 
their adions fpeak it inftead of their words, or at 
lead to let them both fpesd^ one language. We all 
of us talk fo loud againft vicious chara&ers, and are 
To unanimous in our cry againft them,— .that an .un- 
experienced man, who onl j trufted his ears, would 
imagine the whole world was in an uproar about it, 
and that mankind were all affociating together to 
hunt vice utterly out of the world Shift the 
fcene — and let him behold the reception which vice 
meets with, — he will fee the conduA and behaviour 
of the world towards it, fo oppofite to their declara. 
tionsy*— he will find all he heard, fo contradifted by 
what he faw,-k-^s to leave him in doubt which of his 
fenfes he is to truft, — or in which of the two cafes 
mankind were really in earned. Was there virtue 
enough in the world to make a general (land againft 
this contradiftion, — that is,— was every one who de- 
ferved to be ill fpoken of— fure to be ill looked on 
too ; — was it a certain confequence of the lofs of a 

man's charafter, to lofe his friends, — to lofe the 

advantages of his birth and fortune, — and thenceforth 
be univerfally ftiunned, univerfally flighted. 

Was no quality a (belter againft the indecorums of 
the other fex, but was every woman, without di- 
ftin£lion ■ who had juftly forfeited her reputation. 



-p^from that inoaient was fhefjure to forfeit likewife 
«11 claim to civility and refped):,— i^ 

Or, in a word— -could it be eftabliib^d as a law in 

our ceremonial, f— that wherever charaStrs in 

either fcjc were become notorious,-^it fhould be 
deemed infamous, either to pay or receive a vifit 
;from thern, and the door were to be fliut agaiaft 
them in all the public placei^^ ti]i they had fatisfied the 
world by giving teftimony of a better life. A few 
fuch plain and honeft maxims faithfully put in prac- 
^ice,-r-would force us upon fome degree of reforma- 
tion. Till this is done,.t^it avails little that we have 
no mercy upon them with our- tongue^, fince they 
.-efcape without feeling any. other inconvenience* 

We allxry out that the world is ^ corrupt— and I 
fear, -too juftly ;-.^but we never refied^^ what we 
have to thank for it, and that it is our open counte- 
nance of vice, which gives the lie to our pri!^|^^cen« 
fures of it, that is its chief prote£Uon and 
rageraent.— — To thofe however, whp ftill 
that evll-f peaking is fome terror to eviUdoer^^ one 
may anfwer, as a great man has done upon the oc- 
cafion, — ^That after all our exhortations againft ir,*-<^ 
?tis not to be feared, but that there will be eviUfpeak* 
ing enough left in the world to chafcife the guilty ,-«« 
and we may fafely truft them to an ill-natured 
world, that there will be no failure of juftice upon 
this fcore.— -The p^ffions of men are pretty fevere 
executioners, and to them let us leave thisungrate- 
ful taik ; — and rather ourfelves endeavour to culti-* 
jvatc that more friendly one, recommended by the 
japoftle, of letting all bitterne&, and wrath, and 
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damour, and evll-fpeaking, be put away from us,*^ 
of facing kind to one another, teoder^faeaTted, for- 
giyiag one another, even as Goi> for Ghrifi's fake 
forgave us. Amen. 
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Jofeph's Hiftory confldered. 

Forgivenefs of Injuries. 



CENESII L. IS* 

And whea Jofeph^s brethren faw that their father wu dead, thef 
faid, Jofeph wiil peradventure hate us, and will certainly re- 
q^uite Uf all the evil which we did unto him. 

1 HERE are few inftances of the ezercife of partica* 
lar virtues which feem harder to attain to, or which 
appear more amiable and engaging in tbemfelves, 
than thofe of moderation and the forgivenefs of inju- 
ries : and when the i Hiiptations againft them happen 
to be heightened bj the bitternefs of a provocation 
on one hand, and the fairnefs of an opportunity to 
retaliate on the other, the inftances then are truljr 
great and heroi(* The words of the text (which are 
the confultation of the fons of Jacob amongll them- 
felves upon their father Ifrael's death, when, becaufe 
it was in Jofeph*s power to revenge the deadly injury 
they had formerly done him, they concluded, in 
courfe, that it was in his intention) — will, lead us t» 
a beautiful example of this kind, in the charafter and 
Vol F. G 
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behaviour of Jofeph confequent thereupon ; and as it 
feems a perfedV and very engaging pattern of forbear- 
ance, it may not be improper to make it ferve for the 
ground-work of a difcourfe upon that fubjc£l — The 
whole tranfaftion, from the firfl occafion given by 
Jofeph in -his youth, to tjiis laft aft of remiffion, at 
the conclufion of his life, may be faid to be a mailer- 
piece of hiftory. There is, not only in the manner 
throughout, fuch a happy, though uncommon mix- 
ture of fimplicity and grandeur, which is a double 
charafter fo hard to be united, that it is feldom to be 

met with in compofitions -merely human.r ^but it 

13 likewife related with the greateft viiriety of tender 
and affefting circumllances, which would afford mat- 
ter for refteft ions ufeful for the conduft of aimed 

every part and flage of a man's life. r-But as the 

words of the text, as well as the intention ^nd. com- 
pafs of tliis difcourfe, particularly confine me to fpeak 
only to one point, namely the forgivenefs of injuries, 
it will be proper only to confider fuch circumllances 
of the ftory, as will place this iultance of it in its juft 
light ; a:ul then proceed to make a more general ufe 
of the great example of moderation and forbearance, 
which it fets before us. 

It feems ftrange at firft fight, that after the fons of 
Jacob h^d fallen .rnto Jofeph*s po\^er, when they 
were forced by the forenefs of the famine to go down 
into Egypt to buy corn, -and had found him too good 
a man even to expoftulate with them for an injury, 
which he feemed then to have digefted and pioufly 
to have refolved into the over- ruling providence of 
God, for the prefervation of mucli people, how 
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they could ever after queftion the uprightnefs of his 
intentions, or entertain the lead fufpicion that his re- 
conciliation was diflemhled. Would not one haveima- 
ginedy that the man who had difcovered fuch a good- 
nefs of foul, that he fought where to weep, becaufe 
he .could not bear the ftmggles of a counterfeited 
harflmefs, could ever be fufpefted afterwards of in- 
tending a real one ;— and that he only waited till 
their father IfraePs death to requite them all the evil 
which they had done unto him ? What ftill adds to 
this difficulty is, that his affedionate manner in mak- 
ing himfelf known to them, ^his goodnefs in for- 
bearing not only to reproach them for the injury 
they had formerly done him, but extenuating and 

excufing the fault to themfelves, his comforting 

and fpeaking kindly to them, and Seconding all with 
the tendered marks of an undifguifed forgivenefs, in 
-falling upon their necks and weeping aloud, that all 
thfe houfe of Pharaoh heard him ; that moreover, 
this behaviour of Jofeph could not appear to them to 
be the cSeSt of any warm and fudden tranfport^ 
which might as fuddenly give way to other refle£lions, 
but that it evidently fprung from a fettled principle 
of uncommon generofity in his nature, which waj* 
above the temptation of making ufe of an opportii- 
flity for revenge; which the conrfe of God's provi- 
dence had put into his hands for better purpof^ j; 
and what might ftill feem to cof.firm this, was the 
evidence of his actions to them afterwards^ in brihg- 
iiig them and all their houfehold up out of Caaaan, 
and placing them near him in the land of GolheD, 
Ac richeft part of Egypt, where they had had fo many 

G 2 
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years experience of his love and kindnefs. And 

yet it is plain all this did not clear his motive from 
fufpicion^ or. at )eaft themfelves from fome appre- 
henfions of a change in his condud towards them. 
And was it ^ot that the whole tranfaftioa was writ* 
ten under the direftion of the Spirit of truth, and 
that other hiflorians concur in doing juftice to Jo- 
feph's charader, and fpeak of him as a compafGonate 
and merciful man, one would be apt, you would fay, 
to imagine here, that Mofes might poflibly have 
omitted fome circumflances of Joleph's 1>ehavioury 
which had alarmed his bretliren, betwixt the time of 
his iirft reconciliation and that of their father^s death. 
—For they could not be fufpicious of his intentions 
without fome caufe, and fear where no fear was.— - 
But does not a guilty confcience often do ,fo ; and, 
though it has the grounds, yet wants the power to 
think itfelf fafe ? 

And could we look into the hearts of thofe who 
know they deferve ill, we fliould find many an in- 
flaiice, where a kindnefs from an injured hand, 
where there was leaft reafon to expeft one, has flruck 
deeper, and touched the heart with a degree of re* 
^norfe and concern, which perhaps no fe verity or re- 
fenlment could have reached. This refiedion will in 
fome meafure help to explain this difficulty which 
occurs in the ftory. For it is obfervable, that when 
the injury they had done their brother was fir ft com- 
mitted, and the faA was freih upon their minds, and 
moft likely to have filled them with a fenfe of guilt, 
we find no acknowledgment or complaint to one 
apolher, of fuch a load as one might imagine it had 
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laid upon them; and, from that, event, through a 
long courfe of years, to the time jjhey had gone down 
to Egypt, we read not once of any forrow or com- 
pundion of heart which they had felt, during all that 
time, for what they had done. - They had artfully 
impofed upon their parent — and (as men are inge- 
nious cafuiils in their own affairs) they had, probably 
as artfully impofed upon their own confcienccs ; 
and poflibly had never impartially Kfleded up< • 
tlie action, or confidered it in its jufl light, till the 
maiiy afts of their brother's love and kindnefs had 
brought it before them, with all the circumflances of 
aggravation which his behaviour would naturally give 
it. — They then began maturely to confider what tlier 
had done — That they bad firfl undefervedly hated 
him in his childhood for that which, if it was a 
ground of complaint, ought rather to have been 
charged upon tlie indifcretion of the parent, than 
confidered as a fault in him. That, upon a more juil 
examination, and a better knowledge of their brother, 
they had wanted even that pretence."— —It was not 
a blind partiality which fcemed firft to have diredled 

their father's affeftion to him though then they 

thought fo ; for doubtlefs fo much goodnefs ai.d 

benevolence as fhone forth in his nature, now that he 
was a man, could not lie all of it fo deep concealed 
in his yoi\th, hut the fagacity of a parentis eye would 
difcover it, and that in courfe their enmity towards 
him "was founded upon that which ought to have won 
their efteem— That if he had incautioufly added envy 
to their ill-will in reporting his dreams, which pre- 
faged his future greatnef:^ it was but ths indifbretioa 



1^0 SERMON XII. 

of a youth unpraftifed in the^ world, who had not 
yet found out the art of difftmbling his hopes and 
expeftations, and -was fcarce arrived at an age to 
comprehend there was fuch a thing in the world as 
envy and ambition ; , that if fuch offences in a 
brother, fo fairly carried their own excufes with 
them, what could they fay for themfelves^ when 
they confidered it was for this they had almoll unani- 

jnoufly confpired to rob him of his life, and, 

though they were happily reft rained from (bedding his 
blood upon Reuben's remon ft ranee, that they had 
neverthelefs all the guilt of the intention to anfwer 
for ? I That whatever motive it was which then, 
ilaycd their hands, their eonfciences told them it 
could not be a good one, fince they had changed the 
fentence for one no lefs cruel in itfelf, and what to 
^n ingenious nature was worfe than death, ^to be 

fold for a flave : the one was common to all, the 

ether only to the unfortunate. .That it was not 
compaffion which then took place ; for had there 
been any way open to that, his tears and entreaties 
muft have found it, when they faw the anguifk of 
his foul, when he befought and they would not 
hear — That if aught ftill could heighten the remorfe 
of baniibing a youth without provocation, for ever 
from his country and the protedlion of his parent, 
to be expofed naked to the buflPetings of the world, 
and the rough hand of fome mercilefs mafter, they 
would find it in this reile^lion, *' That the many 
" afflidlions and hardships, which they might na^ 
*' turally have expcfted would overtake the lad, con* 
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" fequent upon this adlion, liad aflually fallen upon 
" him.'* 

That befides the anguifn of furpe£led virtue, he 
had ftflt that of a prifon, where he had long lain 
negle£led in a friendlcfs condition ; and where the 
afflid^ion of it \^as rendered ftrll (harper by the daily 
expe6tation of being remembered by Pharaoh's chief 
butler, and the difappointment of finding himfelf 
ungratefully forgotten.— -And though Mofes tells 
us, that he found favour in the fight of the keeper 
of the prifon, yet the Pfalmift acquaints us that hh 
fufferings were ftill grievous ; That his feet were hurt 
wtb fetter Sy and the iron entered even into hisfouL 
And no doubt, his brethren thought the fenfe of 
their injury muft have entered at the fume time, and 
wa^ then rivetted and fixed in his mind for ever. 

It is natural to imagine they ar i^ued . and reflcdlcd" 
in this manner j and there fcems no neccfTity of feck- 
ing for the reafon of their uneafiiiefs and diftruft in 
J;>feph's condudV, or any other external caufe, Snce 
the inward workings of their own minds will eafily 
account for the evil they apprehend^^d. — >— A feries 
of benefits and kindneifes from the m^n thev had in- 
j^ured, gradually hei^^htened the idea of their own 
guilt, till at length they could not conceive how the 
trefpafs could b« forgiven them : it appeared with 
fitch frelh- circumftanccs of aggravation, that though 
they ;vere convinced his refentmcnt llept, yet they 
thought it only fleot, and was likely forae time or 
other to awake, ar.d molt probably tlici, that their; 
father was dead, when the confiJeration of involving 
^im in his revenue lia.! ceafcd, r.nd ail the duly and 

G4 
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compaffion he owed to the grey hairs and happinefs 
of a parent was difcharged and buried with him. 

This thejr exprefs in the coufultation held amongft 
themfelves in the words of the text ; and in the fol^ 
lowing verfe we find them accordingly fending to him 
to deprecate the evil they dreaded ; and, either be- 
caufe they thought their father's name more power- 
ful than their own, in this application — or rather, 
that they might not commit a frefli injury in feem- 
ing to fufpeft his fiitcerity, they pretend their father's 
diredion j for we read they fent meffcngcrs unto 
Jofeph, faying, Thy father did command before he 

died,.. ■ So (hall ye fay unto Jofep^, -** For- 

*' give, I pray thee now, the trefpafs of thy brethren 
" and their fin ; for they did unto thee evil : and 
•* now we pray thee, forgive the trefpafs of the fer- 
" vants of the GoB of thy father.'' The addrefs 
was not without art, and was conceived in fuch 
words as feemed to fugged an argument in their j&- 
vour, — ^as if it would not become him, who was but 
a fellow. fcrvant of their father's GoD, to harbour 
revenge, or ufe the power their father's God had 
given him againfl his children. Nor was there a 
reafon in any thing, but the fears of a guilty con- 
fcience, to apprehend it, as appears from the recep- 
tion which the addrefs met, vyhich was fuch as be- 
fpoke an uncommon goodnefs of nature ; for when 

they thus fpake unto him, ^-the hiftorian fays he 

wept. Sympathy for the for row and diilrefs of fo 

many fons of his father, now all in his power, 

j>ain at fo open ^nd ingenuous a confcffion of their 
guilr, coHCcrn and pity for the long puniQimcnt 



they muft hare endured by fo flubborn a remorfe^ 
"which fo many years feemed not to have drminifhed. 
The affefling idea of their condition, which had 
feemed to reduce them to the neccffiry of holding up 
their hands for mercy, when they had loft their pro- 
tedlor, fo many tender paffions ftruggling toge* 

ther, a^ once overcame him ; — ^hc burft into tears 
which fpoke, what language could not attempt. It 
will be needlefs therefore to enlarge any further up- 
on this incident, which furniflies us with fo beautiful 
a pi<5lure of a compaffionatc and forgiving temper, 
that I think no words can heighten it ;-— but rather 
let us endeavour to fin^ out by what helps and rea« 
foning, the patriarch might be fuppofed to attain to 
fo exalted and engaging a virtue. Perhap* you will 
fay, ** That one fo thorouglily convinced, as Jofeph 
feemed to be, of the overruling providence of God, 
which fo evidently makes ufe of the malice and 
pailions of men, and turns them as inftruments in 
his hands to work his own rigbteoufnefs, and bring 
<* about his eternal decrees, — and of which bis own 
** biftory was fo plain an inftance, could not have 
** far to feek for an argument to forgivenefs, or feel 
^ much ftruggle in ftifling an inclination againft it,'* 

But let any man lay his hand upon his heart, 

and fay, how often io inftances, where anger and 
revenge had feized him, has this dodlrine come in 

to his aid ? In the bitternefs of an affront, hovr 

often has it calmed his paflions, and checked the 
fury of his refentment ? True and univerfally be- 
lieved as the do'(^rine is anoongft us, it feldom does 
thk {ervice, though fo well fuitcd for it, and lik^ 
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f line Tvifc (^:»riirr, never executed or thought of^ 
r'.iur.;^h i:i lull L*:tJ, li'.-s as unheeded as if it waj 
not i:i b.:i:i^'. 

'Tii pl.iin ':\vas otherwife in the prefcnt inftance,. 
\\h»:rt' J 'i\'\:h iVems to aikno'A ledge the influence it 
liaci upon him, in Iiis declaration^ ** ^lat it was 

** not ihcv, but Lj')D who lent him." And dots 
r.ot thii viititc Ihine the brightcril in luch a pious 
ir'pl>:ation oi* the pcrfualion to fo benevolent a pur. 

Wiihnut dcroirntln^ from the merit of his forbtar- 
r.ncc, he ujii;ht be luppored to have call an eye upon 
the v:'..an*it.' ;;nd nncertainiv of human affairs wliich 
he Ii.ui I'ctn himlelf, and which had convinced him 
wj were all in one another *s power by turns, and 
Mand in need of one ai.othci's pity and compaffion j 

and tl.ar, to reilrain the cruelties, and llop the 

.ni'ulcr.cts of njti.'s refcntmenis, GoD has fo ordered 
:t in the courfe of his providence, that, very often in 
ili'.s woiid — our revenues return upon iurown head*, 
lir.J men'a vii.le it dealings u'^on their own pates- 

A'.ji.!, bcfidcs tlufc confideirttions, tliat, in ge- 

ncroullv foro-iviiiir an enemy, he was the trued friei;d 
to his own charav^ter, and Ihould gain more to it b} 
lach an inllaiicc of fubduing his fpirit^ than if h( 
l.ad taken a city — The brave only know how to for- 

give; it is the mod rtfi'.ed and generous pitcl 

of virtue human nature can arrive at. *Coward 

liiive done [;ood and kind aflions , cowards bavi 

even fouglit nay fome times even conquered ;— 

but a CO. vr/.d never forgave. — ItisnotLihis D:kture 

* CLrillanllcro. 
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—the power of doing it flows only frgm a flrcngth 
and ^reatnefs of foal, confcious of its own force and 
fecurity, and above the little temptations of refenting 
every fruitlefs attempt to interrupt its happinefs. 
Moreover, fetting aiidc all confiderations of his cha- 
racter — in palling by an injury, he was the trueft 
friend like wife to h'.s own happinefs and peace of 
mind ; he never fdt that fretful ftorm of paflions, 
which hurry men on to ads of revenge, or fuffered 
thofe pangs of horror which purfue it. Thus he 
might poffibly argue, and no farther ; ■ for want 
of a better foundation and better helps, he could 
raife the building no higher ; — to carry it upwards to 
its perfedlion, we mull call in to our aid that more 
fpiritual and refined do6trine introduced upon it by 
Christ ; namely, to forgive a brother, not only to 
feven times, but to feventy times feven that is, 
T^ithout limitation. 

In this, the excellency of the gofpel is faid, by 
fome one, to appear with a remarkable advantage ; 
" That a Chriilian is as much difpofed to love and 
** ferve you, when your enemy, as the mere moral 

" man can be, when he is your friend." This, 

BO doubt, is the tendency of his religion ;-^ but, 

how often, or in what degrees it, fucceeds, how 

nearly the prafticc keeps pace with the theory, the 
all- wife Searcher into the hearts of men, alone is 
able to determine. But it is to be feared, that fucli 
great effefts are not fo fenfibly felt, as a fpeculative 
man would expedt from fuch powerful motives ; and 
there is many a Chriilian fociety which would be 
glad to compound amongft themfelvcs for fome Icfler 

G6 
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degrees of perfeftion on one hand, were they fure to 
be exempted, on the other, from the bad effeds of 
thofe fretful paffions which are ever taking, as well 
as ever giving, the occafions of ftrife; the beginnings 
of which Solomon aptly compares to the letting out 
of waters, the opening a breach, which no one can 
be fure to ftop till it has proceeded to the moft fatal 
events. 

With juftice therefore might the fon .of Sirach 

conclude, concerning pride that fecret ft ream 

which adminifters to the everflowings of refentments, 
that it was not made for man, nor furious anger 
for him that is bom of a woman : that the one did 
not become his (tation, and that the other was. de« 
ftrudive to all the happinefs he was intended to re* 
ceive from it. How miferably then muft thofe men 
turn tyrants againft themfelves, as well as others^ 
who grow fplenetic and revengeful, not only upoa 
the liltlp unavoidable oppofitions and offences they 
muft meet with in the commerce of the world, but 
upon thofe which only reach them by report, and ac- 
cordingly torment their little fouls, with meditating 
how to return the injury, before they are certain 
they have received one ? Whether this eager fcnfibi- 
lity of wrongs and refentments, arifes from that ge- 
neral caufe, to which the fon cf Sirach feems to re- 
duce all fierce anger and paffion ; or whether to a 
certain fournefs of temper, which ftands in every 
body's way, and therefore fubjeft to be often hurt : 
from whichever caufe the diforder fprings, the ad- 
vice of the author of the book of Ecclefiafticus is 
proper : " Admonifh a friend, fays he, it. may be 
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** he hath not done it ; and if he have, that he do 
" it not again. Admonifti thy friend, it may be he 
'* hath not faid it ; and if he have, that he fpeak it 
" not again. There is that flippeth in his fpeech, 
" but not from his heart : and who is he who hath 
** not offended v. h his tongue ?" 

I cannot help taking notice here of a certain fpe- 
cies of forgivenefs, which is feldom enforced or 
thought of, and yet is no way below our regard ; I 
mean the forgivenefs of thofe, if we may be allowed 
the expreflion, whom we have injured ourfelves. 
One would think thai the difficulty of forgiving could 
only reft on the fide of him who has received the 
wrong ; but the truth of the fa£t is often othcrwife. 
The confcioufnefs of having prbvoked another's re- 
fentment, often excites the aggreflbr to keep before- 
hand with the man he has hurt ; and not only to 
hate him for the evil he expe£ls in return, but even 
to purfue him dowh, and put it out of his power to 
make reprifals. 

The bafenefs of this is fuch, that it is fufficicnt to 
make the fame obfervation, which was made upon 
the crime of parricide amongft the Grecians ;— — it 
was fo black, — their legiflators did not fuppofe it 
could be committed, and therefore made no law to 
punifh it. 
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Duty of fctting Bounds t>:^ our Defires,. 



2 KINGS IV. 13. 

Aiid he faiJ unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou haft been 
careful for ui with all this care; — what is to be done for thee ? 
— would!l thoii be fpokcn for to the king, or the captain of 

the hofl ? And flic anfwered, I dwell among mine own- 

people. 

1 HE firfl part of the text is the word which the 
prophet Elilha puts into the mouth of his fervant 
Gehazi, as a meflage of thanks to the woman of 
Shirnam for her great kindnefs and hofpitalitj ;. of 
which, after the acknowledgment of his juft fenfe^ 
which Gehazi is bid to deliver in th& words-— ^' Be« 
'^ hold, thou hail been careful for us with all this 
^- care ;'' — he direds him to inquire in what man* 
ner he may befl make a return in difcharge of the 

obligation " What fhall be done for thee ? 

•* Wouldft thou be fpoken for to the king, or the 
*^ captain of the hoft ? " The laft part of the text is 
the Shunamite's anfwer, which implies a refufal of 
the honour or advantage which the prophet intend* 
ed to bring upon her bj fuch an application^ which 
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ike indiredly exprc^es in her contentment and fa- 
tisfa6lion with what fhe enjoyed in her prefent Ita- 
tion J " I dwell among mine own people." This 
inftance of felf denial in the Shunamite^ is but pro- 
perly the introduction to her ftory, and gives rife 
to that long and very pathetic tranfaclion wliich 
follows in tlie fupernatnral grant of a child, which 

God had many years denied her, ehe afFcdling 

lofi of him as foon as he was grown up, — and his 
reftoration to life by Eliflia, after he had been fomc 
time dead ; the whole of which, though extremely 
interefting, and forming fuch incidents as would 
afFord fufficient matter for inflrviiftion,, yet, as it will 
not fall within the intention of this difcourfc, I ibajl 
beg leave at this time barely to confider thofe pre- 
vious circumflances of it, to which the text .confines 
me ; upon which I fhall enlarge with fuch refleq- 
tions as occur, and then proceed to that praflical 
ufe and exhortation^ which will naturally fall from 
it. 

We find that after Elilha had refcued the diftref- 
fed widow and her two fons from the hands of the 
creditor, hy the miraculous multiplication of her 

oil,- that he pafled on to Shunam, where, we 

read, was a great woman, and Ihe conft rained him 
to eat bread y and fo it was^ that as often as he paf- 
fed by, he turned in thither to eat breads The fa- 
cred hiftorian fpeaks barely of her tem[X)ral condi- 
tion and Ration in life " That fhe was a grett 

** woman j" but defcribes not the more material 
part of her, her virtues and chara6lcr, becaufe they 
were more evidently to be difcovered from tie 
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tranfaflion itfdf; from which it appears, that 
flie was not only wealthy, but likewife charitable, y 
and of a very confiderate turn of mind. For after 
many repeated invitations and ent|p:tainments at her 
houfe, Anding his occaiions called him to a frequent 
pafTage that way ;— -{he moves her hulband to fet 
up and furnifli a lodging for him, with all the con- 
veniencies which the firoplicity of thofe times re- 
quired : *^ And fhe faid unto her hufband, Behold 
now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, 
which paiTeth by us continually ; let us make him 
a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall, and let 
us fet for him there a bed, and a table, and a flool, 
and a candleftick ; and it ihall be when he cometh 
to us, that he {hall turn in thither.*^ She per- 
ceived he was a holy man,— ftie had had many 
opportunities, as he pafled by them continually, of 
cbferving his behaviour and deportment, which ibe 
had carefully remarked, and faw plainly what he 
was. That the fanflity and (implicity of his manners, 
the feverity of his life, and zeal for the re- 
ligion of his God, and the uncommon fervency of 
his ^evotion, when he worfhipped before him, which 
feemed his whole bufinefs and employment upon 
earth ; — all befpoke him not a man of this world, 
but one whufe heart and aifedions were fixed upon 
another objof):, which was dearer and more iitipor- 
tant to him. But as fuch outward appearnces may, 
and often have been counterfeited, fo that the ac- 
t ons of a man are certainly the only interpreters to 
be relied on, whether fuch colours are true or falfe 
— fo Ibe had heard that all was of a piece there. 
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and that he was throughout confiflent ; that he had 
never in anj one inftance of his life a6led as if he 
had any views in the affairs of this world, in which 
he had never intercftcd himfelf at all, but where the 
glory T)f his God, or the good and prefcrvation of 
his fellow -creatures, at firfl inclined him : that, in 
a late inftance, before he came to Shunam, he had 
done one of the kindell and moil charitable actions 
that a good man could have 'done, in affifting the 
widow and fatherlefs ; and, as the faft was lingluar, 
and had juft happened before her knowledge of him, 
no doubt fhe had heard the (lory with all the tender 
circumftances which a true report would give it in 
his favour; namely, that a certain woman whofe 
hufband was lately dead, and had left her with her 
children in a very helplefs condition ■ very defti- 
tnte— >and, what was ftill worfe, charged with a 
debt flie was not able to pay ;— that her creditor 
bore exceeding hard upon her, and finding her 
little wroth in fubflance, was going to take the ad- 
vantage which the law allowed of feizing her two 
fons for his bondfmen ; fo that (lie had not only loft 
hc;r hufband, which had made her miferable 'enough 
already, but was going to be bereaved of her chil- 
dren, which were the only comfort and fupport of 
her life ; ■ that upon her coming to Elifha with 
tbisf fad ftory, he was touched with compaflion for 
her misfortunes, and had ufed all the power and 
intereft which he had with his God to relieve and 
befriend her ; which, in an unheard-of manner, by 
the miraculous' increafe of her oil, which was the 
only fubllauce fhe had left, he had fo bountifully 
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effefledy as not onljr to difentangle her from her 
difficulties in paying the debt, but withal, what was 
flill more generous, to enable her to live comfort- 
ably the remainder of her days. She confidelred, 
that charity and compaifioh was io leading a virtue, 
and had fuch an influence upon every other part of 
a man's character, as to be a fufficlent proof by 
itfelf of the inward difpoiition and goodnefs of the 
heart ; but that fo engaging an indance of it as this, 
exercifed in fo kind and fo feafbnable a manner, 
was a demonft ration of his, — and that he was in 
truth, what outward circumftances befpoke, a holy 

man of God. As the Shunamite's principle and 

motive for her hofpitality to Eliiha was juA, jas- it 
fprung from an idea of the worth and merit of her 

gueft, fo likewife was^he manner of doing it kind 
and confiderate. It is*fcbfervable, (he does Aot foli- 

cit her hufband to aflign him an apartment in hef 
ow^n houfe, but to build him a chamber on the wall 

apart : — (lie contidered, -that true piety wanted 

no witneiies, and was always moil at eafe whenmoft 

private ; that the tumult and di(lra£lion of a 

large family were not fit for the filent meditations of 
fo holy a man, who would perpetually there meet 
with fomcthing eitlier to interrupt his devotion, or 
offend the purity of his manners ; — that moreover, 
under fuch an independent roof, where he could 
take fliclter as often as his occafions required, {hfr 
thought he might tafte the pleafure which was na- 
tural to man, in poffeffing fomething like what he- 
could call his own, and, what is no fmall pait 

of cohfcrripor a favour, he would icarcc ficl th-i 

k3 r 
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■weight of it, or at lead much feldomer in this man- 
ner, than where a daily invitation and repetition of 
the kindnefs perpetually put him in mind of his 

obligation. If anj thing could dill add to this 

it was that it did not appear to be the dry offer of 
a faint civility, but that it came diredlly from the 
heart. There is a nicety in honed minds, which will 
not accept of a cold and fufpefted offer,— and even 
when it appears to be fincere and truly meant^ 
there is a modedy in true merit which knows not 
how to accept it ; and no doubt die had one, if not 
both thefe didiculties to conquer in their turns.— 
For we read, that die condrained him, and in all likeli> 
hood forced his acceptance of it, with all the warmth 
and friendly opennefs of a hun^ne and hofpitable 
temper. 

It is. with benefits as with injuries in this refpefty 
that we do not fo much weigh the accidental good or 
evil they do us, as that which they were defigned to 

do us ; that is, we coiifider- no^ai&t; of them fo 

much as their intention. And the prophet's beha. 
viour confequent upon this, fbows he beheld it 
through this medium, or in fome fuch advantageous 
light as I have placed it.. 

There is no burden fo heavy to a grateful mind, 
as a debt of kindnefs unpaid ; — and we may believe 
Elidia felt it fo, from the earned defire which he had 
upon the immediate receipt of this, to difcharge him- 
felf of it, which he expreffes in the text in the 

warmed manner ; '* Beholtl, thou had been 

** careful for us with all this care : — What diall be 
^ done for thee? Wouldcll thou be fpokcn for to 
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" the king, or the captain of the hoft ?'* — There is a 
degree of honeft impatience in the words, fuch as 
was natural to a good man, who would not be be- 
hind-hand with his bcnefa6lor. But there is one 

thing which maj feem fl range at firft fight, that as 
her (lation and condition of life was fuch, that (he 
appeared rather to have abounded already, thanftood 
in want of any thing in this world which fuch an 

application could fupply, why the prophet fliculd 

not rather have propofed fonrie fpiritual ad\^antage, 
which, as it would better have becoi\ie the fajiflity 
of his characler on the one hand, fo. on the other, 
it would have done a more real and lading ferv'ice to 
his friend. 

But we are to refle«^, that, in returning favours, we 
aft differently from what we do in conferring them:— 
in the one cafe we fimply confider what is beft,— in 
the other, what is moft acceptable. The reafon is, 
that we have a right to aft according to our own 
ideas of what ^11 do the party moft good, in the 

cafe where we 1?eftow a favour ; ^but, where we 

return one, we lofe this right, and aft according to 
his conceptions who has obliged us, and endeavour 
to repay in fuch a manner as we think is moft likely 
to be accepted in difcharge of the obligation. So 

that, though we are not to imagine Eliflia could be 
wanting in religious duties, as well as wiflies, to fo 
hofpitable a friend, we may yet fuppofe he was di- 

refted here by this principle of equity ; and that, 

in reflefting in what manner he fliould requite his 
benefaftrefs, he had confidered, that to one of her 
affluent condition, who had all the reafonable com- 
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forts of an independent life, — if there was any paf- 
fion yet unfatisfied, it mud certainly be ambition ; 
that though in general it was an irregular appttite, 
which, in moft cafes, it was dangerous to gratify, 
yet in e£Pe& it was only fo far criminal, as the power 
which is acquired to bad and vicious purpofes, which 
it was not likely to be here, from the fpecimen Ihe 
had already given of her difpofition ; which ihowed 
that if ihe did wiih for an increafe of wealth or ho« 
nour, flie wifhed it only, as it would enable her 
more generoufly to extend her arm in kind offices, 
and increafe the power as well as the opportunities 
of doing good. 

In juftice to Elilha's motive, which muft have 
been good, we muft fuppofe he confidered his offer 
in this light ; and what principally led him to pro* 
pofe it, was the great intereft which he had with 
the King of Ifrael at that time, which he had merit- 
ed by a lignal fervice ; and as he had no views for 
himfelf, he thought it could not be employed fo well 
as in efiabliihing the fortune of one, whofe virtue 
might be fo fafely trufted with it. It was a jufiifi'- 
able prepoffcflioh in her favour,— -though one, not 
always to be relied on ; for there is many a one who, 
in a moderate ftation, and with a lefier degree of 
power, has 'behaved with, honour and unblemiflied 
reputation, and who has even borne the buffeting 
ofadverfe fortune well, and manifefted great pre* 
fence and ftrength of mind under it, whom never* 
thelefs a high exultation has at once overcome, and 
fo entirely changed, as if the party had left not only 
his virtue, but even himfelf behind him. 
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Whether the Shunamite dreaded to make this 

dangerous experiment of herfelf, or, which is 

more likely, that (he had learned to fet bounds to 
her defircs, and was too well fatisfied with her pre- 
fen t condition to be tempted out of it, flie declines 
the offer in the.clofe of the text,-- — ** 1 dwell z* 
<* mongft my own people ,-•* as if (he had faid, " The 
** intended kindnefs is far from being fmall, but it 
** is not ufeful to me ; I live here, as thou art a wit- 
** nefs, in peace, in a contented obfcurity ; n ot 
" fo high as to provoke envy, nor fo low as to be 
** trodden down and defpifed. :In this fafe and 
*^ middle flate, as I have lived amongft my own 
** people, fo let me die, out of the. reach, both of 
** the cares and glories of the world.-— It is fit, O 
** holy man of God ! that I learn fome time or 
** other to fet bounds to my defires ; and if I cannot 
** fix them now, when I have already more than my 
** wants require, when (hall I hope to do it ?— Or 
** how fliould T expeft, that even this increafe of 
** honour or fortune would fully fatisfy and content 
'•* my ambition, fhould I now give way to it?** 

So engaging an inftance of unaffeAed moderation 
and felf-denial, deferves well to be confidered by 
the buftlcrs in this wodd ;■ ■ b ecaufe, if we are to 
truft the face and cburfe of things, we fcarce fee 
any virtue fo hard to be put in pra&ice, and which 
the generality of mankind feem fo unwilling to learn, 

as this of knowing when they have enough, and 

when it is time to give over their worldly purfuits, 
—Aye ! but nothing is more eafy, you will anfwer, 
than to fix this point, and fet certain bounds to it.-— 
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^ For my own part, you wiU fay, I declare, -I want 
and would wilh no more, but. a fuffioient competen- 
cy of thofe things which are rcquifite to the real ufcs 
and occafions oflife^ fuitable to the way I have been 
taught to expeft from ufe and education." — But re- 
coll^a how feldom it ever happens, when thefc 
points-are fecured, but that new occafions and new 
neceflities prefent themfelves, and, every day as you 
grow richer, frefli wants are difcovered which rife 
up before you as you. afcend the hill : fa that every 
ftcp you take, . . . e very accciSon to your fortune, 
fets your de&res one degree farther from reft and fa- 
ti^f^ion.; ■■■ that fomething you have not yet 
grafped, and poiSbly never {hall,-^that devil of a 
phantom,' unpoflefTed and unpofleffable, is perpetu- 
ally haunting you, and ftepping in betwixt you and 
your contentment.— ——Unhappy creature ! to think 
of enjoying that bleiling without moderation !— or 
imagine that fo facred a temple can be raifed upon 
the foundation of wealth or power ! — If the ground- 
work is not laid within your own mind, they will as 
foon add a cubit to your ft at u re, as to your happi- 
Hcfs * To be convinced it is foy — ?--pray look up 
to thofe who have got as high as their warmeft 
Wiihcs could carry them in this afcent:— Do you. 
obferve they live the better, the longer, the merrier, 
or that they flefep the founder in their beds, for 
having twice as much as they wanted, or well know 
ho w to difpofe of ?---0f all rules for calculating hap- 
pinefs, this is the moft deceitful, and which few but 
weak minds, and thofe unpraflifed in the world too, 
ever think of applying as the meafare in fuch an efti- 
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matioD.-— *-Great and inezprefCble maybe the hap'* 
pinefsy which a moderate fortune and moderate de« 
CreSy with a confcioufnefs of virtue, will fecure. 
Many are the filent pleafures of the honeft peafant, 
who rife3^-<:heerful to his labour* — Whj fhould thej 

not ? Look into his houfe, the feat of each man*i 

happinefs ; has he not the fame domeftic endear- 
mentSy — the fame joj and comfort in his childrea, 
and as flattering hopes of their doing well, to enliven 
his hours and glad his heart, as you could conceive 

in the higheft flation ; And I make no doubt in 

general, but if the true itate of his joy and fuffer- 
ings could be fairly balanced with thofe of his betters, 
whether any thing would appear at the foot of the 
account, but what would recommend the'moralof 
this difcourfe. — This, I own, is not to be attained 
to, by the cynical dale trick of haranguing againft 
the goods of fortune. — They were never intended to 
be talked out of the world ; but, as virtue and 
true wifdom lie in ^he middle of extremes,—- i«on 
one hand, not to negled and defpife riches, fo as to 
forget ourfelves, and on the other, not to purfue and 

love them fo as to forget God : to have them 

fometimes in our heads — ^but always fometbing more 
important in our hearts. 
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Self-Examination . 



ISAIAH 1.3. 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the afi hit ma(ler*t crib ;-« 
Ifrad doth not know^— my people doth not confider. 



' 1 IS a fevere bdt an affeftionate reproach of the 
prophet's, laid againft the Ifraelites, which may 
fafelj be applied to every heedlefs and unthankful 
people, who are neither won by God's mercies, nor 
terrified by his punifliments.^— There is a giddy, 
thoughtlefs, intemperate fpirit gone forth into the 
world, which poffefles the generality of mankind 5— 
and the reafon the world is undone, is, becaufc the 
world does not confider :— — confiders neither awful 

regard to God nor the true relation themfelves 

bear to him. Could they confider this, and learn to 
weigh the caufes, and compare the confcquences of 
things, and to exercife the reafon which God ha; 
put into us for the government and dircdion of our 
lives, — there would be feme hopes of a reformation : 
but as the world goes, there is no Icifure for fuch 
inquiries; and fo full are our minds ofoth^rmat- 
VoL V. H 
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tersy that we have no time, to srfk, or a heart to au^ 
fwer the queftions we ought to put to purfelves. 

Whatever our , condition is, .'tis gpqd to be ac- 
quainted with It in time, to be able to fupply what is 
wanting, — and examine the flate of our accounts, 
before we come tp giv^ them up-to an ipnpartial judge. 

The moft inconfiderate fee the reafonablenefs of 
this, — there being few, I believe, cither fo thought- 
lefs, or even fo bad, but that thej fometimes enter 
upon this duty, and have fome fhort intervals of felf- 
examination, which they are forced upon, if from 
no ^ther motive, yet at Icaft to free themfelves fro^ 
the load and opprefBon of fpirits they mud neceffarily 
be fubjed to without it. But as the fcripture fre- 
quently intimates— ^and obfervation confirms it daily, 
that there are many miftakes attending the difcharge 
of this duty, — I cannot make the remainder of this 
difcourfe itiore ufeful, than by a fliort inquiry into 
them. I (hall therefore, firft, beg leave to remind 
you of fome of the many unhappy ways, by which 
we often fet about this irkfome talk of examining 
pur works, without being either. the better or the 
wifer for the employment. 

And firft, then, let us begin with that which is the 
foundation of almofl all the other falfe meafures we 
take in this matter, — that is, the fetting about the 
examination of our works, before we, are prepared 

with honefl difpofitions to amend them This is 

beginning the work at the wrong end. Thefe pre- 
vious difpofitions in the heart, are the wheels that 
fliould make this work go eafily and fuccefsfuly for 
wards 5 and to take them off, and proceed with.- 
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Qiit them, 'tis no miracle, if, like Pharaoh's cha- 
riots, they that drive them, drive them heavily 

along. 

Befides, if a man is not fincerely inclined to re- 
form his faults, =*ds not likely he fliould be in- 
clined to fee 'them, — ^nor will all the Weekly Pre- 
parations that ever were wrote, bring him nearer the 
point ; — fo that, with how ferious a face foever he 

begins to examine, ^he no longer does the office^ 

of an inquirer,-— but an apologift, whofe bufinefs is 
not to fearch for truth — ^but IkilfuUy to hide it, — So 
long, therefore, as this pre- engagement lads betwixt 
the man and his old habits, — there is little profpeft 
of proving his works to any good purpofe — of what- 
ever kind they are, with fo ftrong an interefl and 
power on their fide— As in other trials, fo in this, 
'tis no wonder, if the evidence is puzzled and con- 
founded, and the feveral fa£ls and circumftances fo 
twifted from their natural fhapes, and the whole 

proof fo altered and confirmed on the other fide, 

as to leave the laft flate of that roan even worfe than 
the firft. 

A fecond unhappy, though general miftake, in 
this gr^at duty of proving our works, — is that which 
the apoSle hints at ; in the doing it, not by a direft 
examination of our own adions, but from a compa- 
rative view of them with the lives and adions of 
other men. 

When a man is going to enter upon this work of 
felf-examination — there is nothing fo common, as to 
fee him look round him — inftead of looking within 
him.'^He looks rounds — ^finds out fome one who is 
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more malicious, — fees another that is more covetous, 
a third that is more proud and imperious than him- 
felf — and fo indiredly forms a judgment of himfelf, 
Xiot from a review of his life, and a proving of his 
own workS| as the apoftle dire^s him, but rather 
from proviug the works of others, and frpm their 
infirmities and de&ds drawing a deceitful conclufion 
in favour of himfelf.—- In all competitions of this 
kind — one may venture to fay there will -be ever fo 
much of felf-love in a man, as to draw a flattering 
likencfs of one of the parties-— and 'tis well if he hak 
not fo much malignity too, as to give but a coarfe 

pidure of the other, finiflied with fo many hard 

fl rokes, as to make the one as unlike its original as 
the other. 

Thus the pharifee, when he entered the temple, 
no fooner faw the publican, but that moment 
he formed the idea to himfelf of all the vices and 
corruptions that could pof&bly enter into the man's 
ch arable r,-~and with great dexterity dated all his 
own virtues and good qualities over-againft them. 
His abftinence and frequent fa(lings,-*-»exa6lBefs in 
the debts and ceremonies of the law ; not balancing 
the account as he ought to have done, in this man- 
ner : — What ! though this man is a publican and a 
finner, have not I my vices as' well as he ? 'Tis true, 
his particular office expofes him to many temptations 
of committing extortion and injuftice ; — ^but then,— 
am not I a devourer of widow's houfes, and guilty 
of one of the moll cruel inftances of the fame crime ? 
He poflibly is a profane perfon, and may fet religion 
at nought ^ but do not 1 myhU for a pretence make 
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long prayers, and bring the greateft of all fcandals 
upon religion, by making it a cloak to n:y ambitious 
and worldly views ; — If he, laftly, is debauched and 
intemperate,— —am not I confcious of as corrupt 
and wanton difpofitions ; and that a fair and guard- 
ed outfide is my befl pretence to the oppofite cha- 
ra6ler ? 

If -a man will examine his works by a comparative 
view of them with others, — this, no doubr, would 
be the fairer way, apd leaft likely to miflead him. — 
But as this is feldom the method this trialis gone 

through, in fa<^ it generally turns out to be as 

treacherous and deiufive to the man himfelf, as it is 
uncandid to the man who is dragged into the comna* 
rifon ; and whoever judges of himfelf by this rtile, 
— -fo long as there is no fcarcity of vicious charrders 
in the world, — 'tis to be feared he will often take the 
occafions of triumph and rejoicing, — where in truth 
he ought to be forry and afliamed. 

A third error in the manner of proving our works, 
is what we are guilty of, when we leave out of the 

calculation the only material parts of them ; 1 

mean the motives and firft principles from whence 
they proceeded. There is many a fair inftance of 
generofity, chaflity, and felf- denial, which the world 
may give a man the credit of, — which, if he would 
give himfelf the leifure to refledl upon and trace back 

to their firft fprings, he would be confcious pro- 

ceeded from fuch views and intentions, as, if known, 
would not be to his honour.— The truth of this may 
be made evident by a thoufand inftances in life : — 
and yet there is nothing more ufiial than for a man 
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when he is going iip3n this duty of felf-examination 
— inftead of calling^ his own ways to remembrance, 

to clofe the whole enquiry at once, wltKthis fliort 
challenge ; — ** That he defies the world to fay ill of 
** bim^^ If the world has no cxprefs evidence^ this 
indeed may be an argument of his good luck ; but no 
fatisfadory one, of the real goodnefs and innocence 
of his life. — A man may be a very bad man,-^^and 
yet, through caution— through deep-laid policy 
and dcfign, may fo guard all outward appearances 
as never to want this negative teftimony on his fide ; 
— /i&fl/ the ivorld knows no ill ofhinty — how little fo- 
ever he defer ves it.-— Of all eifa ys upon a man's felf, 
this may be faid to be the flighteil ; this method of 
proving the goodnefe of our works— differing but 
little in kind from that unhappy one, which many 
un-wQry people take in proving the goodnefs of their 
coin, — who, if it happens to be fufpicious,— -inftead 
of bringing it either to the balance or the touchftone, 
to try its worth, — they ignorantly go forth ; try, if 
they can pafs it upon the world : — if fo, all is well^ 
and they are faved all the expence and pains of in*, 
tjuiring after and detedling the cheat. 

A fourth error in this duty of examination of men's 

works— —is that of committing the tafk to others ; 
— an error into which thoufands of well-meaning 

creatures are enfnared in th« Romifh church, by her 
doftrines of auricular confcflion, of works of fupe* 
rerogation, and the many lucrative praftices raifed 
upon that capital flock : — the trade of which is car- 
ried to fuch a height, in Fopifli countries, that if 
you was at Rome or Naples now, and was difpofed^ 
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in compliance with the apoflle'i)^' exhortation in the 
text, to fet about this duty, to prove your own works, 
—'tis great odds whether you would be fuffered to 
do it yourfelf, without interruption , and you might 
be faid to have efcaped well, if tVc firft perfon you 
confulted upon it, did not talk you out of your refo- 
lution, and pofBbly your fenfes too at the fame time. 

— 'Prove your works I for Heaven's fake, defiiB: 

from fo rafli an undertaking — What ! — trull your 
own feill and j udgment in a matter of fo much dif- 
ficulty and importance, when there are fo many 

whofe bufinefs it is, who underftand it fo well, 

and who can do it for yea with fo much fafety and 
advantage. 

If your works muft be proved, you would be ad- 
vifed by all means to fend them to undergo this ope- 
ration with fome one who knows what he is about, 

either fome expert and noted confeflbr of the 

church, or to fouie convent, or religious fociety, 

who are in poffeflion of a large ftock of good works 
of all kindsp wrought up by faints and confefTors, 
where you may fuit yourfelf — and either get the de- 
feats of your own fupplitd oji. be accommodated 

with new ones ready proved to your hands, fealed, 
and certified to be fo, by the Pope's 'JOinmifTary and 
the notaries of his cccltfiaftic court. There needs 
little more to open this fatal error, — than barely to 
reprefent it. So I fnall only add a Ihort remark,-^ 
that they who are perfuaded to be thus virtuous by 
proxy, and will prove the goodncfs of their works 
only by deputies, — will have no rcafon to complain 
againll God's juflice, if he fuffers them to go to 
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heaven only In the fame manner, — that' is,— by de« 
puties too. 

The laft mi (lake which I fliall have time to men- 
tion, is that which the methodifts have revived, for 
'tis no new error — but one which has mifled thou- 
fands before thefe days, wherever enthufiafm had 

H^ot footing, — and that is the attempting to prove 

their works by that very argument which is the 
greateft proof of their weakncfs and fuperflition : — I 
mean that extraordinary irapulfc and intercourfe with 
the Spirit of God which they pretond to, and wfiofe 
operations (if you truft them) are fo fenfibly felt iti 
their hearts and fouls, as to render at once all other 
proofs of their works ncedlels to themfelves—- This, 
I own, is one of the mod fummary ways of pro- 
ceeding in this duty of felf-examination, and as it 
proves a man's works, in the grofs,it faves hina a 
world of fober thought and enquiry after man^ vexa- 
tious particulars. 

Indeed, if the premifes were true, — the inference 
is dire6l. For when a man dreams of thefe inward 
^vorking^ — and wakes with the impreflion of them 
f^rong upon his brain ; *tis not ftrange he ihould 
think hlnnfelf a chofcn veffel, — fanftified within, and 
fealed up unto the perfe6l day of redemption, and 
fo long as fiich a one is led captive by this error,— 
there is nothing in nature to induce him to this duty 
of examining his own works in the fenfe of the pro- 
phet : for, however bad they are - ■ fo long as 

his credulity and enthufiafm equal them, 'tis impof- 
fible they fliould difturb his confcience, or frighten 
him into a reformation. Thw'fe are fome of the 



6ERM0N XIV. 177 

unhappy mlftakes in the many methods this work is 
fet about,— which in a great meafure rob us of the 
fruits we expefted— and fometimes fo entirely blafl 
them, that we are neither the better or wifer for all 
the pains we have taken. 

There are many other falfe fteps which lead us thp 
fame way ; — but the* delineation of thcfe, however, 
may ferve at prefent, not only as fo many land- marks 
to guard us from this dangerous coaft which I have 
defcribed, but to diredl us likewife into that fafe one 
where we can only expedt the reward the gofpel 
promifes. For if, according to the firft recited caufes, 
a man fails in examining his works, from a diiincli-< 
nation to reform them,— from partiality of cooipari- 
fons,— from flattery to his own motives, anda vaia 
dependence upon the opinion of the world, — the 
conclufion is unavoidable, — that he muft fearch for 
the qualities the moft oppofite to thefe for his con- 
ductors. — And if he hopes to difcharge this work fo 
as to have advantage from it — that he mufl fet out 
upon the principles of an honell head, willing to re- 
form itfelf, and attached principally to that objeft, - 
without regard to the fpiritual condition of others, 
or the mifguided opinions which the world may have 
of himfelf. 

That, for this end — he mufl call his own ways to 
remembrance, and fearch out his fpirit >— fearch his 
anions with the fame critical exaclnefs and the fame 
piercing curiofity, we are wont to fit in judgment 
upon others ;— — varnilhing nothing— and diguifing 
nothing. If he proceeds thus, and in every relation 
of life takes a full view of himfelf without prejudice 

H4 






278 SERMON XXV. 

traces his aftions to their principles without 
mercy, and looks into the dark corners and recefles 
of his heart \yithput fear — and if, upon fuch an in- 
quiry — he a£ls confident with his view in it, by re- 
forming his errors, feparating the drofs, and purifying 
the whole mafs with repentance ; — this will bid fair 
for examining a man's works in the apoille's fenfe : 
—.and whoever discharges the daty« thus— with a 
view to fcripture, which is the rule in this cafe 
and to reafon, which is the applier of this rule in all 
cafes— —need not fear but he will have what the 
prophet calls rejoicing in himfelfy and that he will lay 
the foundation of his peace and comfort where it 
ought to lie — that is, within himfelf — in the teftimo- 
yiy of a good confcience, and the joyful expectation, 
that, having done his utmoft to examine his owa 
works here, God will accept them hereafter through, 
the merits of Chrift % which God' grant. Amen 
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Job's Expo (lulat ion with his Wife. 



JOB II. 10. 

"\\Tiat ! — Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and fliall wc 

not receive evil alfo ? 

X fiESE are the words of Job, uttered in the depth 
of his misfortufles, by way of reproof to his wife, for 
the counfel we find flie had given him in the fore- 
going verfe ; namely, not to retain his integrity aay 
longer, — ^but to curje God and die. Though it is not 
very evident, what was particularly meant and ini* 

plied in the words " Giwfe God and die," 

yet it is certain from Job's reply to them, that they 
directed him to fome ftep, which was ralh and un- 
warrantable, and probably, as it is generally explained, 
meant that he fliould openly call God's juftice to an 
account : and by a blafphemous accufation of it, pro- 
voke God to deftroy his being ; as if (he had faid,— 
After fo many fad things which have befallen thee, 
notwithflanding thy integrity, what gaineft thou by 
ferving God, feeing he bears thus hard upon thee, 
as though thou waft his enemy ? ^Ought fo faith- 
ful a fervant as thou haft been, to recci\'e fo vautl^ 
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unkind treatm^t at his hands ;^and tamdy tdiub- 
mit to it ^Jla^tiently to fuftain the evils* he has 
brought upon" thj houfe, and neither murmur with 
thy lips, nor charge him with injufllce? — Bear it not 

thus ; and as thy piety could not at firft prote& 

thee from fuch misfortunes, — ^nor thy behaviour un- 
der them could fince move Gol^ to take pity on thee ; 
— change thy condud towards him ; — boldly expof- 

tulate with him 5 upbraid him openly with un- 

kindiiefs ; — calJ his juftice and providence to an ac- 
count for oppreffing thee in fo undeferved a manner, 
and get that benefit by provoking him, which thou 
haft not been able to obtain by ferving him — to die 
at once by his hands, and be freed, at leaft, from the 
greater mifery of a lingering and more tormenting 
death. 

On the other hand, fome interpreter* tell us ■ 
that the word curfey in the original, is equivocal^ and 
docs more literally fignify here, to blcfs, than to blaf- 
pheme ; and confequently that the whole is rather to 
be confidered as a farcaftical feoff at Job's piety. 
As if it had been faid ; — Go to, — ^blefs CJoD, — and 
die ; — ^fince thou art fo ready to praife him in troubles 
as thou haft done, go on in thy own way, and fee 
how God will reward thee, by a miferable death 
wUich thou canft not avoid. 

Without difputing the merit of thefe two interpre- 
tations, it may not fecm an improbable conje6lure, 
that the words imply fomething ftill different from 

what is exprefled in either of ttiem : and, inftead 

of fuppofing them as an incitement to blafphcme 
God v/hich was madnefs — or that they were in-.,. 
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tended as an infult, vrhich was unnatural; — that her 
advice, to curfe God and die, was meant here, that 
he ihould refolve upon a voluntary death himfelf, 
which was an a6l not only in his own power, but 
what carried fome appearance of a remedy with it, 
and promifed, at leaft at firft fight, fome refpite from 
pain, as it would pat an end both to his life and his 
misfortunes together. 

One may fuppofe that with all the concern and 
afFedion which was natural, ihe beheld her lord af- 
fl idled both with poverty and ficknefs ; — by one fud- 
den blow brought down from his palace to the dung- 
hill. In one mournful day flie faw, that not only 

the fortunes of his houfe were blafted, but likewife 
the hopes of his pofterity cut off for ever by the un- 
timely lofs of his children. — She knew he was a vir- 
tuous and an upright man, and deferved a better 
fate ; — her heart bled the more for him, — (he faw 

the profpeft before him v/as dreadful, that there 

appeared no poffible means, which could retrieve the 
ijad fituation of his affairs ; — that death, the lafl— 
the fureft friend to the unfortunate, could only fet 
him free ; — and that it was better to refolve upon 
that at once, than vainly endeavour to wade through 
fuch a fea of troubles, which in the end would over- 
whelm him. We may fuppofe her fpirits finking 
under thofe apprehenfions, when £he began to look 
upon his conftancy as a fruitlefs virtue, and from 
that pcrfuafion to have faid unto him,— Curfe God, 
-—depend no longer upon him^ nor wait the ilTues of 
his providence, which has already forfaken thee :-.» 
9f4i4here is no help from that quarter^ — refolve to' 
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extricate thjfelf ; — and fince thou haft met with ntf 
juftlcsi ill this world, — leave it, — die, . and force 
thy paflage into a better country, where misfortunes 
cannot follow thee. 

Whether this paraphrafe upon the words is jufly 
or the former interpretations be admitted — the rcplj 
in the text is equally proper ; — What I — Shall we 
receive good at the hands of God, and fhall we not 
receive evil alfo ! Are not both alike the difpenfations 
of an all-wife and good Being, who knows and de- 
termines what is hejl H and wherefore ihould I make 
myfelf the judge, to receive the one, and yet be fo 
partial as to reje6l the other, when, by fair by putting 
both into the fcale, I may be convinced how much 
the good outweighs the evil in all cafes ?— .in Jixj owa 
confider how ftrong this argument is againft me. 

In the beginning of my days, how did God crown 
me with honour ! in how remarkable a manner did 
his providence fet a hedge about me, and about all 
that I had on every fide I — how he profpered the 
works of my hands^ fo that our fubilance and happi* 
nefs increafed every day I 

And now, when^ for reafons befl. known to his in- 
finite wifdom, he has thought fit to try me with af- 
llidionSy — fhall I rebel againft him in finning with^ 
my lips, and charging him foolifhly ? — God forbid ? 
■ ■ O rather may I look up towards that hand 
which has bruifed me, — ^for he maketh fore and he 
bindeth up— ——he woundeth, and his hands make 
whole. From his bounty only has iffued all I had : 
from his wifdom— all I have loft ; for he giveth, and 
he hath taken away : blefled be his name I 



There are few inftances of particular virtue more 
engaging than thofe of this heroic eafl ; and if we 
may take the tcftimonj of a heathen philofopher 
upon it, there is not an objcdl in this world which 
God can be fuppofcd to look duwn upon with greater 
pleafure, than that of a good man involved in mis- 
fortunes, furrounded on all fides with difficulties — 
yet cheerfully bearing up his head, and ftruggling 
againft them with firmnefs and conllancy of mind. 
Certainly, to our conceptions, fuch objeds mud 
be truly engaging : — and the reafon of fo exalted an 
encomium from, thi* hand', is eafily to be gueflld : 
no- doubt the wifeft of the heathen philofophers had 
found, from obfervation upon the life of man, that 

the many troubles and infirmities of his nature, 

the ficknefles, difappointments, forrows for the lofs 
of children or property, with the numbeclefs other 
calamities and crofs accidents to which the life of 
man is fubjedt, were in themfelves fo ^reat — and fo '^ 
little folid comfort to be adminiflered from the mere 
refinements of philofophy in fuch emergencies, that 
there was no virtue which required greater efforts, or 
which was found fo difficult to be atchieved upon 
moral principles ; upon moral principles — which had 
no foundation to fuftain this great weight, which the 
infirmities of our natures laid upon it. And for this 
reafon 'tis obfervable that there is no fubjedl, upon 
which the moral writers of antiquity have exhaufted 
fo much of their eloquence, or where they have fpent 
fuch time and pains, as in this of endeavouring ta 
reconcile men to thefe evils. Infomuch, that from 
thfiocci ia mod modern languages, the patient ^sx*^ 
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during of affllflion has by degrees obtained the 
name of Phiiofophyy and almoft monopolized the 
word to itfelf, as if i^ was the chief end or compen- 
dium of all the wifdom which philofophy had to offer. 
And indeed, confidering what lights thej had, fome 
of them wrote extremely well ; yet, as what they 
faid proceeded more from the head than the heart, 
'twas generally more calculated to filence a man in 
his troubles, than to convince and teach him how to 
bear them. And therefore, however fubtle and in- 
genious their arguments might appear in the read* 
ing, 'tis to be feared they loft much of their efficacy 
when tried in the application. If a man was thruft 
back in the world by difappointments, or— -as was 

Job's cafe had fuffered a fudden change in his 

fortune, — from an affluent condition was brought 
down by a train of cruel incidents and pinched with 

poverty philofophy would come in, and exhort 

him to ftand his ground ; — it would tell him that 
the fame .greatnefs and ftrength of mind, which 
enabled him to behave well in the day of his pro- 
fperity, fhould equally enable him to behave well in 
the days of his adveriity ; — that it was the property 
of only weak and bafe fpirits, who were infolent in 
the one, to be dejected and overthrown by the 
other ; whereas great and genergus fouls were at all 
times calm and equal. — As they enjoyed the advan- 
tages of life with indifference, they were able 

to • refign them with the fame temper, — and confe- 
quently,— were out of the reach of fortune. All 
which, however fine, and likely to fatisfy the fancy 
of a man at eafe, could convey but little confolation 
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to a heart already pierced with forrow ; — nor is it to 
be conceived how an unfortunate creature Ihould any 
in ore receive relief from fuch a lefture, however juft, 
than a man, racked with an acute fit of the gout or 
ftone, could be fuppofed to be fet free from torture 
by hearing from his phyfician anicediflertation upon 
his cafe. The philofophic confolations in ficknefs, 
or in affliftions for the death of friends and kin- 
dred, were juft as efficacious j — and were rather in 
general to be confidered as good fayings,^ than good 

remedies. So that, if a man was bereaved of a 

promifing child, in whom all his hopes and expec- 
tations centered, or a wife was left d^itute to 
mourn the lofs and proteftion of a kind and tender 
hufband, Seneca or Epiftetus would tell the penfive 
parent and difconfolate widow, — that tears and la- 
mentation for the dead wejre fruitlefs and abfurd ! 
—that to die, was the neceffary and unavoidable 

debt .of nature ; and as it could admit of no re- 

xnedy— ^ — 'twas impious and foolifli to grieve and 
fret themfelves upon it. Upon fuch fage counfel, 
as well »s many other leflbns of the fame ilamp, the 
fame reflection might be applied, which is faid to 
have been made by one of the Roman emperors, to 
one who adminiflered the fame confolations to him 
on a like occafion, — to whom advifing him-to be 
comforted and make himfelf eafy, finfce the event 
had been brought about by a fatality, and could not 
be helped, — he replied,—" That this was fo far 
*' from leffening his trouble,— That it was the very 

" circumftance which occafioned it." So that, 

upon the whole— when the true value of theic, and 
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manj more of their current arguments liave I 
wdghedand brought to the teft, — one is lee 
doubt, wherfier the greateft part of their heroes, 
mofl: renowned for conftancy, were not much n 
indebted to good nerves and fpirits, or the iiat 
happy frame of their tempers, for behaving \ 
than to any extraordinary helps, which they c< 
be fuppofed to receive from their inftru£iors. 
therefore I fliould make no fcruple' to aiTert, 
one fuch inftance of patience and refignatioi 
this, which the fcripiuie gives us in the perfo 
Job, not of one mofl pompoufly declaiming u 
the contempt of pain and poverty, but of a : 
funk in the lowed condition of humanity ; — to 
hold him, when dripped of his cftate, — his wes 

his friends, his children cheerfully holding 

his head, and entertaining his hard fortune \ 
firmnefs and fcrenity, — .^nd tliis, not from a flc 
ftupidity, but a jail fenfe of God's providence, 
a perfualion of his jitftice and goodnefs in all 

dealings i-Such an example, I fay, as this, i: 

more unlverfal ufe, fpeaks truer to the heart, t 
all the heroic precepts which the pedantry of pt 
fophy has to offer. 

This leads me to the point I aim at in this 
courfc ; namely, that there are no principles 
thofe of religion, to be depended on in cafes of 
diilrefs ; and that thefe are able to encounter 
word emergencies ^ and to bear us up under 
the changes and chances to which our life is , 

jea. 

Cocfider ihea wliat virtue the verv Gift prim 
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iligion has, and how wonderfully it is conducive 
his end. That there is a Go]^, a powerful, a 

and good Being, who fir ft made the world, and 
inues to govern it ;— by whofe goodnefs all 
gs are defigned, — and by whofe providence all 
gs are conduced, to bring about the grcatcft 
beft ends. The forrowful and penfivc wretch 

was giving way to his misfortunes, and mourn- 
J finking under them ; the moment this doftrine 
es in to his aid, hufhes all his complaints, — and 

fpeaks comfort to his foul ; " It is the 

CRD, let him do what feemeth him good ;— 
ithout his direction I know that no evil can be- 
ll me, — without his permiffion that no power 
m hurt me It is impofl[ible a Being fo wife 

ould miftake my happinefs, ^ or that a 

eing fo good ftiould ccntradidl it. If he has 

snied me riches or other advantages per- 

ips. he fbrefees the gratifying my wifhes would 
ndo me, and by x£kj own abufe of them be per- 
irted to my ruin. If he has denied me the 
jqueft of children, — or in his providence has 

lought fit to take them from me how can I 

y- - ■ whether he has not dealt kindly with me, 
id only taken that away which he forefaw would 
nbitter and fhorten my days ? It does fo to 
loufands, where the difobedience of a thanklefs 
lild has^ brought down the parent's grey hairs 
itli forrow to the grave. Has he vifited me 
ith ficknefs, poverty, or other difappointments ? 
-Can I fay, but thefc arc bkffings in difguifq ; 
— rfo many different expreflioas o£ his caine and 



1 88 SERMON XV. 

" concern to difentangle my thoughts from this 
" world, and fix them upon another— —another, a 

'* better world befides this !'' This thought 

opens a new fcene of hope and confolation to the 
unfortunate : — and as the perfuafion of a Providence 
reconciles him to the evils he has fufFered,-«.this 
profpeft of a future life gives him ftrength to de- 
fpife them, and efteem tlie lic;ht afllidlions of this 
life as they are — not worMiy to be compared to 
what is refer ved for him hereafter. 

Things are great or fmall by comparifon— .and 
he who looks no farther than this world, and ba- 
lances the accounts of l)is joys and fufftrings from 
that confideration, finds all his forrows enlarged, 
and at the clofe of them will be apt to look back, 
and cad the fame fad rcflc£Hon upon the whole, 

which the patriarch did to Pharaoh, " That 

** few and evil had been the days of his pilgrim- 
" age." But let him lift up his eyes towards 
heaven, and ftedfaftly behold the life of immorta- 
lity of a future Hate, he then wipes away all tears 

from off his eyes for ever and ever ; — like the ex- 
iled captive, big with the hopes that he is returning 

home he feels not the weight of his chains, or 

counts the days of his captivity; biltlooks forward 
with rapture towards the country where his heart is 
fled before. 

Thefe are the aids which religion offers us towards 
the regulating of our fpirit undei^the evils of life;— 
but, like great cordials, they are feldom ufed but on 
great occurrences. — In theleflcr evils of life we feem 
to ft and unguarded, and our peace and contentment 
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overthrown, and oar happinels broke in upoa 
. little impatience of fpirit, under the crofs and 
ward accidents we meet with. — Thefe (land una- 
ided for, and we neglci^ ihem as we do tiic 
ter indifpofidons of the bcdj — which we think 
worth treating feriouilj — and fo leave them to 
re. In good habits of the bod/, this mzj do j— 
I would gladly believe, there are fuch good ha. 

of the temper, fuch a complexion al eafe and 
th of heart, as may often fave the patient much 
icine. — We are fiill to confidcr that how« 
' fuch good frames of mind are got— they are 
th preferving by all rules : — Patience and con- 
ment,-^whicb, like the treafure hid in the field, 
which a man fold all he had to purchaCs— is of 

price that it cannot be had at too great a pur- 
e — ^fince, without it, the bed condition in life 
10 1 make us happy, — and with it, it is im« 
Ible we fhould be miferable even in the woril. 
^ive me leave therefore to clofe this difcourf($ 
1 fome refledlions upon the fubje£t of a content- 
mind — and the duty in man of regulating his 
it, in our way through life ; — a fubjeA in every 
^'s mouth— preached upon daily to our friends 

kindred-^but too oft in fuch a (lyle, as to con* 
:c the party ledured, only of this truth,. ■■■ That 

bear the misfortunes of others with excellent 
iquillity. 

believe there are thoufands fo extravagant in 
ir ideas of contentment, as to imagine that it 
ft .^nfift in having every thing in this world 
.iqut the way they wiib^— that they are to fit 
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down in happinefsy and find themfelves fo at eafe ia 
all points, as to defire nothing better and nothing 
more. I own there are inflances of fome, who 
feem to pafs through the world as- if all their paths 
had been ftrewed with rofe-buds of delight ;^-^ 
but a little experience will convince us ^tis afatale;c- 

pedation to go upon. We are born to trouble.; 

and we may depend upon it, whilft we live in this 
world, we fhall have it, though with intermiflions-^ 
that is, in whatever date we are, we ihall find a 
mixture of good and evil; and therefore, the true 
way to contentment, is to know how to receive thefe 
certain viciiEtudes of life, the retams of good 
and evil, fo as neither to be exalted by the one, or 
overthrown by the other, ' but to bear ourfelves to- 
wards every thing which happens, with fuch cafe and 
indifference of mind, as to hazard as little as noAjbe. 
This is the true temperate climate fitted for us by 
nature, and in which every wife man would wifli to 
live.— God knows, we are perpetually ftraying but 
of it, and, by giving wings to our imaginations in 
the tranfports we dream of, from fuch or fuch a 
fituation in life, we are carried away alternately into 
all the extremes of hot and cold ; for which, as we 
are neither fitted by nature, or prepared by expec- 
tation, we feel them with all their violence, and 
with all their danger too. 

God, for wife reafons, has made our affairs in 
this world- almoft as fickle and capricious as our- 

felTe^- Pain and pleafure, like light and darknef^ 

fucG^ each other ; and he that knows how to ac« 
comthodate himfelf to the periodical returns and 
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caiv Wifely extrafl the good from the evil— knows 
only how to live ; — this is true contentment, at leaft 
all that is to be had of it in this world : and for this 
every man muft be indebted, not to his fortune, 
but to himfelf.— — And indeed it would have been 
ilrange, if a duty fo becoming us as dependent crea- 
tures—and fo neceflkry befides to all our well- 
beings, had been placed out of the reach of any in 
fome meafure to put in practice — and for this rea- 
fon, there is fcarce any lot fo low, but there is fome- 
thing in it to fatisfy the man whom it has befallen ; 
Provdience having fo ordered things, that in every 
man's cupf, how bitter foever, there are fome cor« 
dial drops— —fome good circumftances, which, if 
wifely extracted, are fufficient for the purpofe he 
wants them, — that is, to make him contented, and 
if not happy, at le.ift refigncd. May God bleCi 
all with his Spirit, for the fake of Jefus Cbrill i 
Angien. 
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The Charader of Shimei, 



1 fAMuiL SIX. flr. ift Part. 
But Abifhai faid, Shall not Shimei be put to death for this ?•— 

It has not a good afpeft-^This is the fecond 
time Jibi/bai has propofed Sbimei's deftru&ion ; once 
in the i6th chapter, on a faddea tranfport of indig- 
nation, \vhen Shimei curfed David,—*' WhyJbouU 
^ 'this dead dog^ cried Abifhai, curfe my lord the king / 
" Let me go over, I pray thee, and cut off' his head,^* 
m ■ This had fomething at lead of gallantry in it ; 
for in doing it he hazarded his own ; and befides, 
the offender was not otherwife to be come at : the 
fecond time is in the text, when the offender was 
abfolutely in their power — when the blood was cool ; 
and the fuppliant was holding'Xip his hands for mercj. 
— Shall not Shimei, anfwered Abifhai, be put to 
death for this ? So unrelenting a purfuit looks lels 
like juflice than revenge, which is fo cowardly a 
pafTion, that it renders Abifhai's firfl inflance /Jmoft 
inconfiflent with the fecond. I fball not endeavour 
to reconcilb them -, but confine the difcouife fimply 
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to Shimei ; and make fuch rcfie£lIons upon bis cha- 
rafter as may be of ufc to focicty. 

Upon the news of his fon Abfalom's confpiracy, 
David had fled from Jerufalem, and from his own 
houfe, for fafctj : the reprefentation given of the 
manner of it, is truly affefting : — ^never was a fcene 
of for row fo full of diflrefs ! 

The king fled with all his houfehold to f ave him« 
ielf from the fword of the man he loved : he fled 

with all the marks of humble forrow ** with his 

*' htad covered^ andiarefoot ;*' and as he yrent by the 
afcent of Mount Olivet, the facred hiftorian fays, he 
wept;— — fome gladfome fcenet, perhaps, which 
there had paff'c — fome hours of feftivity he had 
ihared with Abfalom in better days, prefled tender. 
Ij upon natare— he wept at this fad viciffitude o£ 
things ;■ ■ a nd all the people that were with him, 
-fmitten with his affliSibn, covered each man bis bead 
'-^weefittg as he went up. 

It was on this occafion, when David had got to 
Bah u rim, that Shemei the fon of Gera, as we read 
in the 5th verfe, came out.— —Was it with the 
choicefl oils he could gethcr from Mount Olivet, to 

pour Into his wounds ? Times and troubles had 

not done enough ; and thou earned out, Sbemei, to 

add thy portion 

■ '* j^nd as he came , he curfedDavidj and threw fienei^ 
y and cqft dufl at him: and thus f aid Shimei, when he 
" cvrfidi. Go to, thou man of Belial, — thou hajl fought 
" hlood, andbehoU thou ^rt caught in thy own mif chief $ 
** for now hath the Lord returned upon thee all tbe 
« blood of Sail and his houfe^ 

roi.F. I 
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There is nci fmall degree of malicious craft in fix- 
ing upon a feafon to give a mark of enmity and ill- 
ivill : a word, — a look, which at one time would 
make no impref&on — at another time wounds the 
heart : and, like a (haft flying with the wind, pierces 
deep, whichy with its own natural force, would 
fcarce have reached the obje^l aimed at. 

Tnis feemed to have been Shimei's hopes: but 
esLcefs of malice makes men too quick-fighted even 
for their own purpofe. Could Shimei poffibljr 
have waited for the ebb of David's paffions, and 
till the firft great conflift within him had been over 
— then the reproach of being guilty of Saul's blood 
mnll have hurt him: — ^his heart was pofiefl*ed with 

other feelings it bled for the deadly lling which 

Abfalom had given him — he felt not the indignity 
of a ft ranger— " Behold, my /on Abfalom^ who came 
** out of my howelsy fecketh my life — how much more 

** may Shimei do it ? let him alone : it may be the 

*' Lord may look upon my aJffliBion^ and requite me good 
** for this evilJ*^ 

An injury unanfwered, in courfe grows weary of 
itfelf, and dies away in a voluntary remorfe. 

In bad difpofitions capable of no reftraint but fear 
— it has a different effedl ; the filent digeflion of one 
wrong provokes a fccond. — He purfues him with the 
fame invedlive ; and as David and his men went by the 
ivay, Shimei we?it along the hill's fide over-again/i 
him ; aid cur fed as he went, and cafi duft at him. 

The inl'olcnce of bafe minds in fuccefs, is bound- 
lefs ; and would fcarce admit of a comparifon, did 
not Lliey thftjuiklves furuifli us with one in the dc- 
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grees of their abjeftion when evil returns upon them. 

^The fame poor heart which excites ungenerous 

tempers to triumph aver a fallen adverfarj, in fome 
inftances feems to exalt them above the point of 
courage, finks them in others even below cowardice. 
— ^Not unlike fome little particles of matter flruck 
off from the furface of the dirt hy funfliine — dance 
and fport there whild it lafls,-^but the moment 'tis 
withdrawn — they fall down — for dull they are — and 

unto duft they will return; whilil firmer and 

larger bodies preferve the ftations which nature has 
aflSgned them, fubjeSed to laws which no change 
of weather can alter. 

This laft did not feem to be Shimei's cafe ; in all 
David's profperity, there is no mention made of 
him ; — ^Iie thruft himfelf forward into the circle, and 
poflibly was numbered amongft friends and well- 
wifliers. 

When the fcene changes, and David's troubles 
force him to leave his houfe in defpair — Sbimei is 
the firft man we hear of, who comes out agahift 
him. 

The wheel turns round once more : Abfalcm is 
caft down, and David returns in peace — Shimei fuits 
his behaviour to the occafion, and is the firft niari 

alfo who hades to greet him and had the wheel 

turned round a hundred times, Shimei, I dare far, 
in every period of its rotation, would have been up- 
permoft. 

O Shimei ! would to heaven, when thou "ivafc 
flain, that all thy family had been flain with tnee, 
and not one of thy refemblance left, but ve have 

la 
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multiplied excf eiingly by and rcplcniflied the eartK; 
a^d, if I prophefy rightly-,— ye will in the end ^^vi- 
d^e it. 

There is not a charafier in the world, which hsp 
fo bad an influence upon the affairs of it, as this of. 
Sliimei. Whilft power meets with honefl checks, 
arid the evils of life with honed refuge, the world 
will never be undone : but thou, Shimei, haft fapped 

it at both extremes : for thou cor ruptcft proCpcrity 
— -an^ 'tis thou who haft broken the heart of pover- 
ty ; and fo long as worthlefs fpirits can be ambitious 
ones, 'tis a charafler we fliall never want. O ! it 
infefts the court-r-the camp-r^the cabinet; — it in- 
fefts the church : — go where you will-r-in every guar- 
tcr, in every profeffion, you fee a Shimei following the 
wheels of the fortunate, through 'thi^ oiire and 

clay. 

— ^Hafte, Shimei I-r-hafle ; or thou wilt be un- 
done for ever.— Shimei girdcth up his loins and 
fpeedeth after him*^ — r-Behold the hand which go- 
verns every thing,^-takes the wheels from off his 
chariot, fo that he who driveth, driveth on heavily, 
—^Shimei doubles his fpeed — r-buf'tis the con- 
trary way ; he flies like the wind over a fandy de- 
fert, and the place thereof fhall know it no mort.--- 
Stay,- Shimei I 'tis your patron^-your friend — your 
bencfadlor ; 'tis the man who has raifed you from 

the dunghill. 'Tis all one to Shimei : Shimei is 

the barometer of every man^s fortune ; marks the 
rif<: and fall of it, with all the variations, from fcorch- 
ing hot to freezing cold upon his countenance, that 
the fimile will admit of. — ' — Is a cloud upon thy af- 
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fairs ? — fee it hangs over Sliimel's brow— Haft 

tbou been fpoken for to the king or the captain of the 
hoft without fuccers?.—.-~look not into the coart-ca-> 
lenda r the vacancy is fillM up in Shimei*s face.— 

Art thou in debt ? though not to Shiinei — ^no 

matter the woril ofRcer of the law Ciall not be 

more in(bleot* 

What then, Shimei ! is the guilt of poverty fo 
blac k i s it of fo general a concern, that thou and 
all thy family muft rife up as one man to reproach 
it ?— when it loft every thing- d id it loofe the right 
to pity too ? — or did He who maketh poor as well 
as maketh rich, ftrip it of its natural -powers to mol- 
lify the hearts and fupple the temper of your race ? 

■ Traft me, ye have much to anfwer iFor; it U~ 
this treatment which it has ever met with from fpi- 
rits like yours, which has gradually taught the world 
to look upon it as the greateft of evils, and (huii 
it as the worft difgrace. — And what is it I befeecii 
you-— 'what is it that man will not do, to keep clear 

of fo fore an imputation aud puniihment? Is it not, 

to fly from this, that he rifes early ^-^^-^-^te takes rejl^ 

and eats the bread of carefulnefsF that he plots—* 

contrives— f wears — ^lies— fliuffles — puts on all fhapes 
—tries all garments — wears them with this or that 
fide outward — ^juft as it favours his efcape : 

They who have con&dered our nature, aflirmy that 
ihaaae and difgrace are two of the mo(l infuppor table 
cvib of human life ; the courage and rpirir5 of many 
have maftered other misfortunes, and borne tbem<- 
falves up againft them ; but the wiiefl and beft of 
ibttls have not been a match for thcfe ; an J we have 

13 
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manj a tragical inftaDce on record, what greater 
evils have been run into, merely to avoid this one. 

Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with all the 
burdens it lays upon our flefli fo long as it is vir- 
tuous, could never break the fpirits of a man -^ all 
its hunger, and pain, and nakednefs, are nothing 
to it J they have fome counterpoife of good ; and 
befides they are diredled by Providence, and muft 
be fubmitted to : but thofe are affli^ions, not from 
the hand of God or nature—" for they do come 
" forth of the DusT, and moll properly may be faid 
*' t^ fp^^^S ^^^ of the Ground ; and this is the rea- 
** fon they lay fuch flrcfs upon our patience,..^and 
" in the end, create fuch a diilruft of the world, as 

" makes us look up and pray. Let me fall into 

*' thy hand 5 y God ! hut let me not fall into the hands 
** of men:' 

Agreeable to this, was the advice of Eliphaz to 
Job in the day of his diflrefs— — " Acquaint thyfelf^ 
•' faid he, now with Go^;"— indeed his poverty 
ftemed to have left him no other friend : the fwords 
of the Sabeans had frightened them away — all but a 
few ; ard, of what kind they were, the very pro- 
verb, oi Job^s comforters — fays enough. 

It is an inftance which gives one great concern for 
human nature, " That a man, who always wept for 
" Iiim who was in trouble ; — who never f aw anypert/h 
*' for want of clothing ; — who neverfuffered theflranger 
" to lodge in ihejlreet, but opened his door to the tram 
** 'veller :' that a man of fo good a chara£ter,-^ 
that he never cnufed the eyes of the widow tofaily^^ 
*' or had eaten his morfel by himlelf alone ^ and the fa* 
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' iherhfs had not eaten thereof ; that fiich a man 

he moment he fell into poverty, (hould have occi- 
ion to cry out for quarter, — Have mercy upon me^ O 
ny friends ! for the hand of God has touched mCy 
jrentlenefs and humanity (one would think^vvoulj 
nelt the hardeft heart, and charm the fitrccrt fplrit ; 
>ind up the mod violent hand, and Hill the mod 

ibufive tongue ; but the experiment failed in a 

Ironger inflancc, of Him, whofe meat and drink it 
ivas to do us good; and, in purfuit of which, whofe 
ivhole life was a continued fccne of kindnefs and uf 
infults, for which we muft go back to the fame ex- 
planation with which we fet out, — and that is^ — t!ie 
fcandal of poverty. 

*' This fellow we Jknow not whe7ice he is^^ — was the 
popular cry of one part ; and with thofc who feemei 
to know better, the qnere did not lefTen the dl (grace : 

Is not this the carpenter, the fon of Mary ? — 

Df Mary ! — great God of Ifracl ! What ! — of thd 
meaneft of thy people ! for he had not regarded th? 

low ejlate of his hand-maiden) and of the poorcll, 

too ! (for (lie had not a lamb to offer, but was puri- 
fied, as Mofes direfled in fuch a cafe, by the obla- 
tion of a turtle dove). 

That the Saviour of their nation could be poor 

and not have where to lay his head, was a ciimcr 

never to be forgiven ; and though the purity of liis 
dofirine, and the works which he had done in its 
fupport, were ftronger arguments on its fide, tlrau 
\m humiliation could be againft it, — ^j, et the offence 
rcjll remained :— they looked ,for the redemption of 

14 
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Ifrael ; but they would have it only in thofe drestma 
of power wliicK filled their imagination. ■ ■■ 

Ye who weigh the worth of all things only in tlie 
goldfmith^s balance ! was this religion for you? 
—a religion who£e appearance was not great and 
fplendid, — but looked thin and meagre^ and whofe 
principles and promifes fliowed ohore like the curi«& 
of the law, than it5 blefSngs !' for they called for 
fuIFering^, ar*d promifcd little but perfecutions. 

In truth, it is not eafy for tribulation or diftreis^ 
for nakednefs or famine, to make many conrerts out 
of pride : or reconcile a worldly heart to the Ibom 
and reproaches; which were fure to be the portioit 
of every one who believed a myflery to . difcredited 
by the worlds and fa unpalatable to. all its paffions 
and pleafures. 

But, to bring this fermon to its proper conclu'-^ 
fion . . 

If Allrea, or Juftice, never finally took her leave 
of the world, till the* day that poverty iiril became 
ridiculous, it is matter of confolation, that the GpDi 
of Juftice is ever over us ;— that whatever outrages 
the lownefs of our condition may be expofed to^ , 
from a mean and undifcerning world, that we 

walk in the prefence of the greatefw and moft gene- 
rous of Beings, who is infinitely removed &osa 
cruelty and ftraitnefs of mind, and all thofe little 
and illiberal paiHons, with which we hourly infult 
each other. 

The worft part of mankind are not always to be 
conquered ; — but if they are — 'tis by the imitation of 
thefe qualities, which mull do it : ■ ^ Tis true- 
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as I've fhown they may fail ; but ftill all is not 

loft, for if we conquer not the world in the 

very attempts to do ir, we ftioukl at leaft conquer our- 
felves, and lay the foundation of 'our peace (where it 
ought to be) within our own hearts. 
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The Cafe of Hezekiah and the Mef- 

fengers *. 






a xiKGs XX. 15. 

Arc] he f«iJ, Whnt have they fcen iu thine houfc ? and Hczckiab 
acfwcrtil, All thsT things that arc in my houfc have they fccn : 
there is uoiltingaraca^ft all my treal'ure* that I have not fliown 
them. 

And where was the harm, you'll fay, in all 

An eaftern prince, the fon of Baladan, had 
fent meffengers with prefentsas far as from Baby- 
*• Ion, to congratulate Hezekiah upon the recovery 
" from his ficknefs ; and Hezekiah, who was a good 
*' prince, a£led confidently with himfelf : be receive 
** ed and entertained the men, and hear J^ened unto tbem ; 
<* and before he fent them away, he courteonfly 
** fliowed tbem all that was worth a ft ranger's curi- 
<< ofity in his houfe and in his kingdom ■ and in 
" this, feemed only to have difcharged himfelf ot 
<* what urbanity or the etiquette of courts might re- 

* Preached before his ExceUcDcy the Earl of Hertforo, at 
Par.s i,6j. 
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<* quire.** Notwithftanding this, in the verfe which 
immediately follows the text, we found he had done 
amifs ; and, as a punifhment for it, that all his 
riches, which his forefathers had laid up in ftore un- 

. to that daj, were threatened to be carried away in 
triumph to Babylon, the very place from whence 

,■» the meffengers had come* 

". '. A hard return ! and what his behaviour does not 

feem to have deferved. To fet this matter in a clear 

light, it wiU be neceffary to enlarge upon the whole 

'llory the refl^Aions which will arife out of 

it, as we go along, may help us at leafl> I hope 

they will be of ufe on their own account. 

After the miraculous defeat of the Aflyrians, we 
read in the beginning of this chapter, that Hezekiali 
w^as fick even.unto death ; and that God fends the 
prophet Ifaiah, with the unwelcome meflage, ^hat 
hejhouldfet bishoufein order, for that hejhould die and 
not live. 

There are many inilances of men, who have re- 
ceived fuch news with the greateft eafe of mind, and 
even enteftained the thoughts of it with fmiles upon 
their countenances, — and this, either from ftrength 
of fpirits and the natural cheerfulnefs of their tem- 
per, or that they knew the world, and cared not 

for it^ or expe£led a better yet thoufands of 

good men, with all the helps of phllofopliy, and 
againft all the aflurances* ofa well-fpent life, that the 
. change mull be to their account, — — upon the ap- 
proach of death have ftill lean 'd towards this world, 
and wanted fpirits and refolution to bear the flicck. 
cf a Reparation from it for ever. 

16 
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This, ia foa^e mcafure, fecmed to have been Hc^ 
zeklah*& cafe ; for though he had walked before Go^ 
in triithy and with a perfcdt htart, and had doo^ 
that which wab goud ia his fight^ — yet we find that 
the hady fummons afflided hioi greatly ; — that upo» 
ttic delivery of the meil^ige he wept fore ; that be 
turned his face towarcis the will, perhaps for tbe 

greater fccrccy of his devotion, and that^ by with- 
drawing hinifelf thus from all external objects, be 
night offer up his prayers unto his GoD^ with greater 

and naore fervent attention. And he prayed, and 

faid, O Lord ! I bcfcech thee remember — O Heze. 
kiah ! How could it thou fear that GoB had forgot- 
ten thee ; or, how couldd thou doubt of his re. 
sncmbrance of thy integrity,, when he called thee to 
receive its recompenfe. ^ 

But here it appears of what materials man ia 
made : he purfues happinefs — and yet is fo content 
with mifery, that he would wanr'er for ever in thi» 
diuk vale of it,^ .■ and fay, " It rs gsod^ Lord! to be 
** here, and to build tabernacles ofreji ,-" and fo long 
as we are clothed with flefli, and nature has fa 
great a (hare within us, it is no wonder if that part 
claims its right, and pleads for the fweetnefs of life,, 
notwithilanding all its care and difappointments* 

This natural weaknefs, no doubt, had its weight 
in Hezekiah's earned prayer for life ; and yet from 
the fuccefs it met witli, and the immediate change 
of God's purpofe thereupon, it is hard to imagine^ 
but that it muft have been accompanied with fome 
meritorious and more generous motive ; and if we 
fu:)T ofe. as fooie huve doae. that he turned his face 
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towarcU the wall, becaufe that part of hi» chamber 
looked towards the temple, the care of wbofe pre- 
fervation laj next his heart, we maj cociiftentljr 
enough give this fenCe to his prayer. 

•* O GoD r remember how I iiave walked before 

# 

thee in tri|ph ; i iow niudi I have done to re-> 

fcue thj religion frooi error and f-diehood ; — choa 
** knowed that the eyea of the world are fixed upoa 
** me, as one that hath forfakea their idolatry, and 

** reilored thy worfliip y that 1 lland jn the midft 

** of a crooked and corrupt generation, which looks 
through all my adlions^ and watches all events 
which happen to me : if now they fhall fee me 
(hatched away in the midd of my days and fcrvice,. 
How will thy great name fuffcr in my extindlion i 
^ Will not the heathen lay. Thus it is to ferve the 
" God of Krael I . H ow faithfully did Hezfkiab 
** walk before him ? — what enemies did he bring 
" upon himfelfy in too warmly promoting his wor* 
** ihip ? And now, when the hour of Ccknefs and 
^ didrefs came upon him, and he moil wanted the 
*' aid of his God b ehold how he was forfaken !'* 
It is not unreafonable to afcribe fbme fuch pious 
and more diiinte relied motive to Flezekiah's delire 
of life, from the iffue and fuccefs of his prayer : 
^ For it came to pcifsy before IJaiuh had gone out into 
•* the middle court, that the ward of the Lord came t(y 
** him, faying Turn again, and tell Hezekiahy I have 
** heard his prayer ^ I have feen his tears , and behold I 
** Hjuill heal him* 

It was upon this occaiion, as we read in the I2tli 
verfe of this chapter, that Berodach-baladao^ fon of 
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Baladan king of Babylon, fent letters and a prefent 
unto Hezekiah. He had heard the fame of hb fick- 
nefs and recovery ; for as the Chaldeans were great 
fearchers into the fecrets of nature, efpecially into 
the motions of the celeftial bodies, in all probabilitj 
they had taken notice, at that diftance, of the ftrange 
appearance of the (hadow's returning ten degrees 
backwards upon their dial?, and had inquired and 
learned upon what account, and in whofe favour, 
fuch a fign was given ; fo that this aftronomical mi- 
racle, befides the poHtical motive, which it would 
fugged of courting fuch a favourite of heaven, had 
been fufficient by itfelf to have led a curious people 
as far as Jerufalem, that they might fee the man for 
whofe fake the fun had forfook his courfe. 

And here we fee hov/ hard it is to (land the fliock 

of profperity, and how much truer a proof we 

give of our ftrength, in that extreme of life, than in 
the* other. 

In all the trials of adveijfiry, we find that Heze- 
kiah behaved well, — nothing unmanned him. When 
befieged by the AlTyrian holl, which fliut him up in 
Jerufalem, and threatened his deflru6lion, he 

Hood unfliaken, and depended upon God's fuccour, 

When cad down upon Lis bed of ficknefs, and 

threatened with death, he meekly turned his face to- 
wards the wall, wept and pray'd, and depended 

upon God's mercy. — But no fooner does profperity 
return upon him, and the melT^^ngers from a fat 
country come to pay the flaitering homage due to 
his greatnefs, and the extraordinary felicity of his 
life, but he turn? ^idt'y^ aud Ciiks under the weight 
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of his good fortune ; and, with a tranfport unbe- 
coming a wife man upon it, 'tis faid he hearkened 
unto the men, and ihowed them all the houfe of his 
precious things, the iilver and the gold, the fpices 
and the precious ointments, and all the houfe of his 
armour, and all that was found in his treafures; 
that there was nothing in his houfe, nor in his do- 
minions, that Heztkiah fbow'd them not : for though 
it is not exprefslj faid here (though it is in the paral- 
lel paffage in Chronicles,)— nor is he charged by 
the prophet that he did this out of vaintj and a weak 

tranfport of oftentation ; ^jct as we are fure God 

could not be offended but where there was a real 
crime, we might reafonably conclude, that this was 
his, and that He who fearches into the heart of man, 
beheld that his was corrupted with the bleffings he 
had given him, and that it was jufl to noake what was 
the occafion of his pride become the inflrument of 
his punllhment, by decreeing, that all the riches he 
had laid up in (lore until that day, (hould be carried 
away in triumph to Babjlon, the very place from 
whence the mcflengers had come who had been eye- 
witneffes of his folly. 

** O Hezekiah I — ^how couldft thou provoke God 
** to bring this judgment upon thee ? How could 
** thy fpirit, all meek and gentle as it was, have 
** ever fallen into this fnare ? Were thy treafures 
•* rich ^ the earth — What ! was thy heart fo vain 
** as to be lifted up therewith ? Was not all that 

" was valuable in the world nay, was nor hea- 

** ven itfclf almoft at thy command whilll thou waft 
<* humble ? and, How was it, that thou couldft bar- 
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** ic: a;'. ay =.11 tWis, for what u as lighter than a bab« 
** Lie, kr.u iUftciate an aAion fo full of courtefj 
'* ki.J Iv'.nJr-.-fd as thine appeared to h?, by fufier- 
** izig it to :.ke its rile from fo polluted a fountain ?'' 
Die re i» /entree any ihin^ which the heart more 
ui.willin^ly bears, than an analj'fis of this kind. 

We are a iirange compound ; and fomething fo- 
reign from what charity would fufpeif), fo eternaUy 
twills itfcLiiuto what we do, thai not only in mo- 
mentous concerns^ where intereil lills under it all 
the I'.owcrs of dif^^uifc^ — but even in the moil indif- 
t'erent of our actions ■ n ot worth a fallacy b y 
force of habit, xvc continue it : fo chat whatever a 
roan is about^-^obferve hiro^r— lie flanda arm'd infida 
and out with two motives ^ an ciUnfible one for the 

WuTid, and another whicli he referves for bis 

own private ufe. — This, you may fav, the world has 
xio concern with : it might have been f o ^ i^at by 
obtruding the wrong motive upon th<; world, and 
Itealing from it a character, inflead of winning one ^ 

we give it a right, and a temptation along with 

it, to inquire into the affair. 

The motives of the one for doing it, are often lit- 
tle better than the others for deferving ir. Let us fee 
if fome focial virtue may not be extra&ed from the 
c rrors of both the one aud the other. 

Vanity bids all her fone to be generous and brave, 

and her daughters to be chaile and courteous. — 

But why do we want her indruflions ?•— A/k the 
comedian, who is taught a part he feels not 

Is it that the principles of religion want flrength^ 
or that the real paiEoD for what is good and worthy 



Tf ill not carr J us high enough ?..i-GaJD ! thou kaow-» 
eft thej carry us too high — we want, not to j^..but 
/oySww.— ~ 

Look out of your door, — take notice of that man : 
fee, what difquieting, intriguingy and (bifting^ he 
is content to go through, merely to be thought a 
man of plain> dealing: — three grains of honeily would 
fave him all his trouble— alas 1 he has them, not*— 
Behold a fecond, under a (bow of piety hiding the 
impurities of a debauched life :-— be is juft entering 
thehoufe of God ; —w ould he was more puxe-*or 
lefs pious ; ' b ut then he could not gain his point*. 

Obferre a third going on almoft in the fame track : - 
x-widi what an inflexible fanflity of deportment he 
fuftains himfelf as he advances !-— every line in his 
faee writes abdinence ;-— every firide looks like a 
check upon his defires , — ^See, 1 befeech you^ how 
he is cloak'd up with fermons, prayers , and facra* 
ments; and £b bemuffled with the externals of re- 
ligion, that he has not a hand to fpare for a worldly 
purpoie.— -He has armour at leaft— Why does he 
put it on ? Is there no (erving God without all this ? 
Muft the garb of religion be extended fo wide, to 
the danger of its rending ? — Yes truly, or it will 
not hide the fecrcl— and, What is that ? 

•—That the faint has no religion at alL 

But here comes Generositt; giving—not to » 
decayed artifl — but to the arts and fciences them- 
felves. See — he builds vt a chamber in the wall apart 
for ibi prophet ; but whole fchools and colleges for 
thofe who come after. Lord ! how they will mag. 
uify hb name I— 'tis in capitals already 5 the firfl— 
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tlie higheft, in the gilded rent-roll of every hofpital 
and afylum. — 

One honeft tear Ihed in private over the un- 
fortunate, is worth it all. 

What a problematic fet of creatures does fimula- 
tion naake us ! Who would divine, that all that anxie- 
ty and concern, fo vifible in the airs of one half of 
that great affembly, iliould arife from nothing elfe, 
but that the other half of it may think them to be 
men of confequence, penetration, parts, andcondu^^ 
— What a noife amongfl the claimants about it ! Be- 
hold Humility y out of mere pride— and Honefiy^ al- 
moft out of knavery ; — Chajiiiyy never once in harin's 
way, — and Courage^ like a Spanifh foldier upon an 
Italian fta^e — a bladder full of wind. 

— Hark ! that — the found of that trumpet, 

let not my foldier run, 'tis fome good Chriftiaa 

giving alms. O Pity ! thou gentlefl of human paf- 
iions I loft and tender are thy notes, and ill accord 
they with fo loud an inflrument. 

Thus fomething jars, and will for ever jar in thefe 
cafes : impoilure is all diiTonance, let what mafter 
foever of it undertake the part ; let him harmo- 
nize and modulate it as he may, one tone will con« 
tradidl another ; and whilft we have ears to hear, we 
fhall diftinguifh it 'Tis truth only which is con- 
fident and ever in harmony with itfelf : it fits upon 
our lips, like the natural notes of fome melodies, 
ready to drop out, whether we will or no ;-— it racks 
no invention to let ourfelves alone, — and needs fear 
no critic, to have the fame excellency in the hearty 
which appears in the a£tion» 
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It is a pleafing allufion the fcripture makes ufe of, 
ia calling us fometimes a houfe, and fometimes a 
temple, according to the more or lefs exalted quali« 
ties of the fpi ritual gueft which is lodged within us. 
Whether this is the precife ground of the diftindion, 
I will not affirm ; but this much may be faid, that^ 
if we are to be temples, 'tis truth and iinglenefs of 
heart which nmft make the dedication ; 'tis this 
vrhich mud firfl diftinguifh them from the unhallow- 
ed pile, where dirtj tricks and impofitions are prac- 
tifed by the hoA upon the traveller, who tarries but 
for a moment, and returns not again. 

We all take notice, how clofe and referved people 
ar6 ; but we do not take notice, at the fame time, 
that every one may have fomething to conceal, as 
well as ourfelves ; and that we are only marking the 
diftances, and taking the meafures of fclf-dr-fcnce 
from each other, in the very inftances we complain 
of. This is fo true, that there is fcarce any charac- 
ter fo rare, as a man of real, open, and generous 
iotcgrity,-— who carries his heart in his hand , 
who fays the thing he thinks, and does the thing he 
pretends. Though no one can diflike the chara6ler, 

—yet, Difcretion generally fliakes her head, and 

the world foon lets him into the reafon. 

** that I had in the wildernefs a lodging of way* 
" faring men ! that I might leave fuch a people ^ and go 
'* from thuny Where is the man of a nice fenfe of 
truth, and ftrong feelings, from whom the duplicity 
af the world has not at one time or other wrung the 
fame wifh ? and where lies the wildernefs, to which 
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fpme one has not fied, from the fame melaDciidy 
impuliie ? 

Thus much for thofe who. givt oecafibn to be 
though ill of ;— -4et us faj a word or two unto thoie 
who take it. 

Buty to avoid all common- place cant as much as I 
can on this heady— 'I will forbear to &lj^ becaufe I do 
not think it^ that 'tis a breach o£ Chriilian charity to- 
tbiok or fpeak evil of our neighbour, &x:. 

«— We cannot avoid it ; our opinions mofi foBpw^ 
the evidence ; and we are [perpetually in fuch. engage- 
ments and iituations, that 'tis our dutj to fpeak what 
our opinions ar e -B ut Goi> forbid that this ever 
fhould be done^ but from its beft motive— the fcnfe 
of what is due to virtue,, governed by difcretion, and 
the utmoil fellow-feeling : were we to go on others 
wife, beginning with the great broad cluak of hypo* 
crify, and fo down through all its little trimmings and 
facings, teai^ing away, without mercy, all that look'd 
feemly,— vvc ihould leave but a tatter'd world of it. 

But I confine what I have to fay, to a chara&er 
kfs equivocal, and which takes up too much room 
in the world : it is that of tliofe, who, from a genera} 
diilrufl of all that looks dlfmtereiled, finding nothing 
to blame in an action, and perhaps much to admire 
in it. — immediately fall foul Upon its motives ; Does 
yoh/erve God for nought .<? What a vile inilnuationl 
— Befides, the queftion was not, whether Job was a 
rich man, or a poor man ? but, whether he was a 
man of integrity or no ? and the appearances were 
Urong oa his fide : indeed it might have been other* 
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vlfe ; it was poffible Job migjit be Infiocere, and tbe 
/devil took the advantage of the die for it. 

It is a bad pifture, and done bj a terrible mafter ; 

and jet wc are alwajs copying it. Does a man, 
'from, real ponviftion of heart, forlake his vices ! 
-the pofition is not to be allowed—- 410 , liis vices have 

ibrfaken htm. 

Does a pure virgin fear God, and fay her prajersr? 
. ■ J flie is in her climaAeric* 

Does humanitj -clothe and educate the unkown 
.-orphan !-»-Povertj I thou haft no genealogies :i—-SeQ ! 

16 he not the father of the -child ? Thus do we rob 

heroes of the beft part of their glory, — their virtue. 

Xftke away the motive of the aft, you take away all 

that is worth having in it ; wreft it to ungene- 

. rous ends, you load the virtuous man who did it wit}»^||^ 

infaoiy-^^^Undo it all— -»I befeech you : give him 

lMu:k his honour reftore the jewel you have taken 

^om him-! — ^replace him in the eye of the world--- 

.. ■ ■ . it is too late. 

'It is painful to utter the reproaches which ihouU 
come in here. — I will truft them with yourfelvea- 
in coming from that quarter, th^y will more natu- 
rally produce fuch fruits as will not fet your teeth on 
cdgCff— »^for they will be the fruits of love and good- 
will, to the praife of GoB, and the happinefs pf the 
.world, which I wiih* 
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The Levite and his Concubine 



Judges six. 1,2, $. 

And it came to pafs in thofc days, when there was no king in 
Ifrael, that there was a certain Levite rejourning on the Ude of 
Mount Ephraira, who took unto hin\ a concubine. 

A CONCUBINE ! — but the text accounts for it, 
Jor in thofe days there was no king in Ifrael : and the 
Levite, you will faj, like every other man in it, did 
what was right in his own eyes,— and fo, you may 
add, did his concubine to, — -fcrjbe played the whore 
again/i him and went away. 

— Then Shame and grief go with her; and whcre- 
ever fhe feeks a fhelter, may the hand of juflice {hut 
the door againfl her ! 

Not fo ; for fhe went unto her father's boufe in 
Bethlehem-Judah, and was with him four whole 
months. — Bleffed interval for meditation upon the 
iicklenefs and vanity of this world and its pleafures ! 

I fee the holy man upon his knees, with hands 

compreffed to his bofom, and, with uplifted cycs^ 
thanking Heaven, that the objeft which had fo long 
fhared his afFeftions, was fled. 
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The text gives a different pifturc of his fituation ; 
for he arofe and went after her to fpeak friendly to her^ 
mod to bring her back again, having his fervant with 
him, and a couple ofaj/es; andfbe brought him unto 
her father"* s houfe, and when the father of the damfel 
faw bim, he rejoiced to meet him — 

——A moft fentiroental group ! you'll fay : and 
fo it is my good commentator^ the world talks of 
every thing ; give but the outlines of a floryy— 
let Spleen or Prudery fnatch the pencil, and they 
will finifli it with fo many hard ftrokes, and with fo 
dirty a colouring, that Candour and Courtefy will fit 
in torture as they look at it. — Gentle and virtuous 
fpirits ! ye who know not what it is to be rigid in- 
terpreters, but of your own failings. — to you I ad- 
drefs myfelf, the unhired advocates for the condu& 
of the mifguided, — whence is it, that the world is 
not more jealous of your office ? How often muft 
ye repeat it, *' That fuch a one's doing fo or fo" 
is not fufficient evidence by itfelf to overthrow 
the accufed ? — That our adlions ftand furrounded 
with a thoufand circumflances which do not pre- 
fent themfelves at firft fight ; that the firft fprings 
and motives which impell'd the unfortunate, lie 
deeper ftill ; — and, that of the millions which every 
hour are arraign'd, thoufands of them may have 
erred merely from the head, and been adlually out- 
witted into evil ; and, even when from the heart 
■ that the difficulties and temptations under which 

they afted, the force of the paffions,— — the 

fuitablenefs of the objcft, and the many ftrugglcg of 
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Virtue before flie fell^-^may be fo many sppeak 
from judice to thejudgment feat of Pity. 

Here then let as f^op a moment, and give the ftnqr 
of the Levire and bis concubine a fecond hearing. 
Like all others, much of it depends upon the tel- 
ling ; and as the fcripture has left us no kind of 
comment upon it, 'tis a ftory on which the heart 
cannot be at a lofs for whnc to faj^ or the imagini- 
tion for what to fuppofe ; the danger is, hu- 
manity may fay too much. 

jfrtd it came to pafs in thofe daysy when there tnfli 
910 king in IJrael^ that a certain Levite fojoitnmgtm 
the fide of mount Epbraim^ took unto himfelfa eoH" 
cuhine, 

O Abraliam, theu father of the faithful ! if this 
was wrong,^— Why didft thou fet fo enfnaring an ex- 
ample before the eyes of thy defcendants ? and, Why 
did the Goi) of Abraham, the Gos of Ifaac and 
Jacob, blefs fo often the feed of fuch intercourfes, 
and promife to multiply and make princes come oat 
of them ? 

God can difpenfe with his own laws : and ac- 
cordingly we find the holiefl of the patriarchs, anld 
others in Scripture, whofe hearts cleaved mod onto 
God, accommodating themfelves as well as they 
could to the difpenfation : that Abraham had Ha-> 
gar ; that Jacob, befides his two wives, Rachel and 
Leah, took alfo unto him Zilpah and Bilhah, from 
whom many of the tribes defcended ; that David 
had feven wives and ten concubines,— Rehoboam, 
fixty ; ■ .1 i^and that in whatever cafes it became re- 
proachable, it feemed not fo much the thing itfel^ 
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as the abufe of it, which made it fo : this was re« 
markable in that of Solomon^ whofe excefs became 
att infult upon the privileges of maokind ; for by 
the fame plan of luxurj, which made it Deceflary to 
have forty thoufand flails of horfes y ' h e had un- 
fortunately mifcalculated his other wants^ and fo 
had feren hundred wives^ and three hundred con- 
cubines. 

Wife — deluded man ! was it not that thou rnadeft 
fome amends for thy bad pradice, by thy good 
preaching, what had become of thee !-«Three hun- 
dred-— but let us turn afide, I befeech you, from fo 
bad a ftumbling-block. 

The Levite had but one. The HelJrew r:ord 
imports a woman a concubine, or a wife a concu- 
bine, to diftinguifh her from the more infamous 
fpecies, who came under the roofs of the licentious 
without principle. * Our annotators tell us, that in 
Jewifh economics, thefe diflFer'd little from the wife, 
except in fome outward ceremonies and flipulations, 
but agreed with her, in all the true effcnces of mar- 
riage, and gave themfelves up to the hufband (for 
fo he is call'd), with faith plighted, with fentiments, 
and with affedion. 

Such a one the Levite wanted to fhare his foli- 

tude, and fill up that uncomfortable blank in the 

heart in fuch a fituation ; for notwith landing all we 

meet with in books, in many of which, no doubt, 

there are a good many handfome things faid upon 

the fweets of retirement, &c. . . . yet ftill " it is not 

** good for man to he alone ;^' nor can all which the 

cold heari||:. pedant iiuns our ears with upon the 
Fb/. V. K 
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fubjefi, ever give one anfwer of fatisfadion to- the 
miud : in the rnidd of tlie loudeft vauntings of phi- 
Jofophy, Nature will have her yearnings for focielj 
.sind friend (111 p ; — a good heart wants fonne objeft 
to be kind to. and the bed parts of our blood, 
and the purefl of our fpirits, ftiiFdr onolt ..under the 
jdcftitution,. 

Let the torpid nionk fe- heaven comforUeifs and 
alone — GoD fpeed him ! For my own part, I fear, 
1 Ihould never fo find the way. Let me be wife 

and religious^-: but let me be Man. Whereter 

thy Providence places^me, or whatever be the road 
I ta!:e to get thee — give me fomc com]>aoioD in 
cny journey, be it only to remark to, How our 
Ihadows lengthen as the fun goes down ;— to whom 
I may fay, How frefli is the face of nature ! How 
fweet the -flowers of the iield ! How delicious arc 
thefe fruits ! 

Alas ! with bitter herbs, like his paflTover, did the 
Levite cat them : for as they thus walked the path 

of life together, (he wantonly turned afide unto 

another, and fled from hina. 

It is tl.j mild and cjuiet half of the. world, who 
r.re generally outraged and borne down by the other 
half of it : bat in this they have the advantage, 
whatever be the fenfe of their wrongs, that pride 
fiancis not fo watchful a ccntinel over their forgivc- 
ncfs as it does in the breads of the fierce and fro- 
ward. We I'hould all of us, 1 believe, be more for- 
'/iving than we are, would the world but give us 
leave ; but it is apt to interpofe its ill-oflSce in re- 
jnifTjjns, eipeclally of this kind— — The:truth is, it 
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hftS its laws, to which the heart is not always a 
party ; and ads fo like an unfeeling engine in all 
caiieSy without diAindion^ that it requires all the 
firmnefs of the mod fettled humanity to bear up 
againft it. 

Many .a bitter conflift would the Levite have to 
fdilain with himfel f his concubine— -—and the 
fentiments of his tribe, upon the wrong done him ; 

■ ■ m uch matter for pleading and many an em<* 

barraffing account on all fides* In a period of four 
whole months, every pailion would take its empire 
by turns ; and in the ebbs and flows of the lefs un- 
friendly ones, PiTY would find fome moments to be 

heard Religion herfelf wx)uld not be filent 

Charity would have much to fay ; — and thus at- 
tun'd, every obje£^ he beheld on the borders of Mount 
Ephraim, — every grot and grove he palPd by, would 
folicit the recoUe&ion of former kindnefs, and awak« 
en an advocate in her behalf more powerful than 
them all. 

*' I grant — I grant it all"— he would cry,— —'tis 

**.foul ! 'fis faithlcfs ! But why is the door of 

** mercy to be fliut for ever againft it ? and why is 
«* it to.be .the only fad jcrime that the injured may 
^' not remit, or reafon or imagination pafs over 
** without a fear ?— — Is it the blackcll ? In what ca- 
''. talogue of human offences is it fo marked ? or. Is 
** it, that of all oth^s 'tis a blow mofi grievous to 
** be endured ? — the heart cries out. It is fo : but let 
*' me aik my own, Whzt paffions are they which 
** give edge and force to this weapon which has 
** .flruckme? and, whether it isifgl^ my own pride. 
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'^ as much as my virtues, which at this moment ex« 
^* cite the greateft part of that intolerable anguifli in 
'*' the wound which I am^laying to her charge 2 But 
<* merciful Heaven ! was it otherwife,^ why is an 
** unhappy creature of thine to be perfecuted by me 
** with fo much cruel revenge and rancorous defpite 
** as my firll tranfport called for ? ■ H ave faults 
*^ no extenuations ? — ; — Makes it nothing, that when 
*' the trefpafs was committed, flie forfook the part- 
^* ner of her guilt, and fled direftly to her father's 
** houfe? And is there no difference betwixt one 
•' propenfely going out of the road, and continuing 
^' there through depravity of will ■ and a hapleis 
** wanderer ftraying by delufion, and warily tread- 

** ing back her fteps ? Sweet is the look of for- 

** row for an offence, in a heart determined never 
^* to commit it more ! — Upon that altar only could 
*' I offer up my wrongs. Cruel is the punifbment 
*' which an ingenious mind will take upon itfelf, 
** from the remorfe of fo hard a trefpafs againft me ; 
'< -^and if that will not balance the account, — juft 
•* God ! let me forgive the reft. Mercy well be* 

" comes the heart of all thy creatures, 'but moft 

*' of thy fervant, a Levite, who offers up f6 many 
*< daily facrifices to thee, for the tranfgreffions of thy 
«* people.—— 

— " But to little purpofe," he would add, *• have 
** I ferved at thy altar, where my bufinefs was to 
'* fue for mercy, had I not learn'd to praftife it.** 

Peace and happinefs reft upon the head and heart 
•f every man who can thus think. 

So he aro/e aftdioent after her^ to /peak friendly to 
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htr ; — m the original — ^** to fpeak to her heart i*^ 
to apply to their former endearmentSy-^And to aflL 
How {he could be fo unkind to him, and fo very un- 
kind to herfelf? 

— Even the upbraidings of the quiet and relenting; 
are fweet : not like the drivings of the fierce and in- 
exorable, who bite and devour all who have thwart* 

ed them in their way ; but thcj are calm and 

courteous, like the fpirit which watches over their 
chara6ler. How could fuch a temper woo the damfel^ 
and not bring her back ? or, How could the father 
of the damfel, in fuch a fcene, have a heart open to 
any impreflions but thofe mentioned in the text ? — 
That when he/at» him, be rejoiced to meet him ; ■ 
urged his ftay from day to day, with that mod irre- 
fiflable of all invitations, — ** Comfort thy hearty and 
** tarrj all nighty and let thine heart ht merry. ^* 

If mercy and truth thus met together in fettling 
this account. Love would furcly be of the party ; 

great great is its power in cementing what has 

been broken, and wiping our wrongs even from the 
memory itfelf ; and fo it was—for the Levite arofe 
Dp, and with him his concubine and his fervant, and 
they departed. 

It ferves no purpofe to purfue the ftory further ; 
the cataftrophe b horrid, and would lead, us beyond 
the particular purpoC^or which I have enlarged up- 
on this much of it, and that is, to difcredit raCh j udg- 
ment, and illuftrate, from the manner of conducing 
this drama, the courtefy which the dramatis per f on a 
of every other piece may have a right to. Almoft 
one half of our time is fpent in telling and hearing 

K J 
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evil of one another—— feme unfortunate knight 19 
alwajs upon the ftage_and every hour bringg forth 
fomething flrange and terrible to fill up our difcourfe 
and our afloniflimcnt, '* How people can be fo fooU 
ifli !"^-^ — and 'tis well* if the compliment ends there ; 
fo that there is not a focial virtue for which there is fo 
conftant a demand ; — or, confequentlj,. fo well worth 
cultivating, as that which oppofes this unfriendly 
current — Many and rapid are the fprings which feed- 
it, and various and fudden, GoD knows, are the- 
gulls which render it unfafe to us in this fhort paf» 
fage of our life. Let us make the difcourfe as fer« 
■viceable as we can, by tracing fome of the mofl 
remarkable of them up to their fource. 

And, firft,. there is one miferable inlet to this cvilj 
and which, by the way, if fpeculation is fuppofed 

to precede praftice, may have been derived, for 
aught I know, from fome of our bufieft inquirers 
after nature,— and that is, when with more zeal than 
knowledge we account for phenomena, before we 
are fare of their exiftence. — It is not the manner of 
the Romans to condemn any man to death (much lefs to- 
be marty r'd), faid Eeftus j. and doth our law judges 

any man before it hear him, and know what he doth 

cried Nicodemus ; and he that an/wereth^ or dc- 

lermineth, a matter before he has heard it, it is- 

folly andajbame unto him ^iVe are generally in- 

fuch a hafte to make our own oecrces, that we pafs. 
over the juflice of thefe,— and then the fcene is fo 
changed by it, that 'tis our own folly only which is 
real, and that of the accufed, which is imaginary : 
through too much precipitancy it. will happen fo 5, 



and then the jeft Isfpoil'd — i)r we have criticifed our 
oWn Ihadow« 

A fiteond wzyis when theprocefs goes on more 
otderlj, -and W6 begin with getting iuformatioDy—* 
but do it from thofe fufpe&ed evidences^ againft 
which our Saviour warns us, when he bids us 
** not to judge according to appearance:*^ — in truth *tis 
behind thefe that moft of the things which blind hu*^ 
man judgment lie concealed :— and, on the contrary^ 

there are many things which appear to be which 

are not—— (7i&r^ c/i^3tf eating and drinking — behold a 
wine bibber!,- h e fat with finners — he was their 
friend :— in manj cafes of which kind, 7rutb, like a 
modeft matron, fcorns at-«-and difdains to prefs her* 
felf forwards into the circle to be feen ; — grounds fuf- 
ficient for Sufpicion to draw up the libel — for Malice 

to give the torture, or rslla. y ucig rite nt to dart up 

said pads a ffnal ftntence. 

A third way is, when the fa6b which denote mif- 
cotfdu&-are lefs difputable, but are commented up« 
on with ait afperity of cenfure, whicli a humane or 
a|^racious temper would fpare; an abhorrence againft 
what is criminal, is fo fair a plea for this, and looks 
fo like virtue in the face, that in a fermon a ainft 
r a (h judgment, it would be unfeafonable to call it in 
queftion, — and yet, I declare, in the fulleft torrent 
of exclamations which the guilty can defer ve, that 
the fipmle apoftrop" ** Who made thee to diJer ? 
•^ why was not I an example ?" would toucli my 
heart more, and give me a^ better earneft of the 

commentators, than the molt corrofive period 

you could add. The punifhment of the unhappy,.! 

K4 
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fear, is enough without it : — and, were it not,— 
'tis piteous, the tongue of a Chriftian, whofe rdigioii 
is all candour and courtefjr, ihould be made the exe- 
cutioner. We find in the difcourfe between Abra- 
ham and the rich man, though the one was in hea- 
ven, and the other in hell, jet ftill the patriarch 
treated him with mild language r—i'oif /——5o/!r, 
remember that thou in thy lifetime ^ &c. &c«— And in 
the difpute about the body of Mofes, between the 
Archangel and the devil (himfelf), St. Jude tells us, 
he duril not bring a railing accufation againft him ; 
— 'twas unworthy his high charaAer, and, indeed, 
might have been impolitic too ; for if he had (as one 
of our divines notes upon the paffage), the devil had 
been too hard for him at railing, — 'twas his own 
weapon, and the bafcft fpirits, after his example 
are moft expert at it. 

This leads me to the obfervation of a fourth cruel 
inlet to this evil, and that is, the defire of being 
thought men of wit and parts, and the vain expefta* 
tion of coming honeftly by the title, by ftirewd and 
rarcaftic reileillons upon whatever is done in the 
world. This is fetting up trade upon the brokea 
i'tock of other people's failings, — perhaps their mis- 
fortunes : — fo, much good may it do them with 
wliat honour they can get, — the furtheft extent,of 
which, 1 think, is to lie praifed, as we do fome 
I'auces, with tears in our eye" It is a commerce 
inoft illiberal ; and as it requires no vaft capital, too 
many imbark in it : and fo long as there are bad 
paflions to be gratitied, — and bad heads to judge, 
with fuch it may pafa for wit j or, at leaft, like fome 
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vile relation whom all the family is aihamed of, 
claim kindred with it, even in better companies; 
Whatever be the degree of its affinity, it has helped 
to give wit a bad name, as if the main dOfence of it 
was fatire: certainly there is a difierence between 
Bitternefs and Saltnefs ^ that is, between the ma-^ 

lignity and the feftivity of wit, the one is a mere 

quicknefs of apprehenfion,. void of humanity,-^4md is 
a talent of the devil ; the other comes from the Fa« 
ther uf fpirits,. fo pure and abftracled from perfons^. 
that willingly it hurts no man : or,, if it touches up- 
on an indecorum, *tis with that dexterity of true ge- 
nius, which enables him rather to give a new colour 
to the abfurdity, smd let it pafs. — He may fmile at 
the fliape of the obelifk raifed to another's fame ;-— 
but the malignant wit will level it at once with the. 
ground, and build his own upon the ruins of it. — 

What then^ ye raflb cenfurers of the world ! Have 
je no manfions for your credit,, but thofe from 
whence ye have extruded the right owners ? Are 
there no regions for you to fhine in, that ye defcend 
for it into the low caverns of abufe and crimination ? 

Have ye no feats ^but thofe of the fcornful to fit 

down in ? If Honour has miftook his road,, or the fir— 
tvesy in their excefTes, have approached too near the 
confines of Vice, are they therefore to be call down 
the precipice ? Muft Beauty for ever be trampled, 
upon in the dirt, fc^ one — one falfe Hep ? And {hall 
no one virtue or good quality, out of the thoufand 
the fair penitent may have left, — ihall not one of 
them be f offered to fland by her^ — Juft God of 
heaven and earth ! 
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— But thou art raerciful, loving, and rigHtcous;. 
and looked down with pit^ upon thefe "wrongs thjr 
fervants do unto each other : pardon us, we bcfcech 
thce,^ for thcm^ and all our tranfgrefSons ; let it not 
be remembcr'd, that we were brethren of the fame 
flefh, the fame feelings and infirnnties. O mj GoD ! 
write it not down in thy book, that thou madeft us 
merciful after thy own image ; that thou haft 
given us a religion fo courteous^— fo good temper'd| 
— that every precept of it carries a balm along with 
it to heal the forenefs of our natures, and fweetea 
our fpirits, that we might live with fuch kind inter* 
courfe in this world, as will fit us to exift togptbex 
in a better. 
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Felix's Behaviour towards Paul, cxa- 
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He hoped alfo, that money (houU have been given him of Paol« 

that he might loofc htm. 

A NOBLE objed to take up the confideration of the 
Roman governor ? 

He hoped that money JJjould have been given 

bimT^ for what end ? to enable him to judge 

betwixt right and wrong I — and, From whence was 
it to be wrung ? from the poor fcrip of a difciple of 
the carpenter's fon, who left nothing to his follo^y«- 
ers but poverty and fufferings 

And was this Felix ! — the great, the noble Felix ! 
-^Felix the happy ! — the gallant Felix who kept 
DrufiUa ! .Could he do this ? - Bafe pafUon l- 
what canil thou not make us do ? 

Let us coniider the whole tranfaAion* 

Paul, in the beginning of this chapter, had beea 
accufed before Felix, by Ter^uUus, of very grievous 
crimes, - o f being a peililent fellow — a mover of 
feditionSy and a profaner of the temple^ Su:.-^— To 

K6 
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which accufatlons, the apoflle, having liberty from 
Felix to reply, he makes his defence from the loth to 
the 2 2d verfe, to this purport : — He ihows him, fir(l» 
that the whole charge was defiitute of all proof; 
which ne openly challenges them to produce againft 
him, if they had it : — that, on the contrary, he was 
fo far from being the man Tertullus had reprefentcd, 
that the very principles of the religion with which he 

then flood charged, and which they called He- 

rcfy, led him to be the mod unexceptionable in his 
conduft, by the continual exercife which it demand- 
ed of him, of having a confcience void of offence at 
all times, both towards God and man : — that con- 
fidently with iliis, his adverfaries had neither found 
him in the temple difputing with any man, neither 
raifing up the people, neither in the fynagogue, or in 
the city, — for this he appeals to themfelves : that 
it was but twelve days fince he came up to Jerufa« 

lem for to worfhip : that, during that time, when 

he purified in the temple, he did it as became him, 
without noife, without tumult ; this he calls upon 
the Jews who came from Afia, and were eye-wit- 
ncffes of his behaviour, to atteft : and, in a word 
he urges the whole defence before Felix in fo ftrong 
Q manner, and with fuch plain and natural arguments 
of his innocence, as to leave no colour for his adver- 
faries to reply. 

There was, however, ftill one adverfary in this 
court, — though filent, yet not fatisfied. — 

— Spare thy eloquence, Tertullus ! roll up the 
charge : a more notable orator than thyfelf is rifen 
tip, 'tis Avarice, and that too in the moft fatal 
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place for the prifoner it could have taken pofTeffion 
of,— — *tis in the heart of the man who judges him. 

If Felix believed Paul innocent, and adied accord- 
ingly — (that is) rclcafed him without rewarc^— this 
fubtile advocate told him he would lofe one of the 
profits of his employment ; — and if he acknowledged 
the faith of Christ , which Paul occaiionally explain- 
ed in his defence,-^it told him, he might lofe the 
employment itfelf :— fo that notwithftanding the ch»- 
raAer of the apoAle appeared (as it was) moft fpot- 
lefs, and the faith he profefled.fo very clear, that as 
he urged it, the heart gave its confcnt, — ^yet, at the 
iame time, the paffions rebell'd, and fo ilrong an in- 
tereil was formed thereby, againft the firft impref- 
fions in favour of the man and his caufe, that both 

were difmiffed ; the one to a more convenient 

hearing which never came ; the other to the hard- 
fliips of a prifon for two whole years,— hoping, as 
the text informs us, that money fliould have been 
given him : and even at the lail, when he left the 
province, willing to do the Jews a |deafure,— -that is, 
to ferve his intered in another fliape, with all the 
cofividtion upon his mind that he had done ]it>thing 
worthy of bonds ; he, neverthelefs, left the holy maft 
bound, and configned over to the hopelefs profpeft 
of ending his days in the fame Aate of confinemenfy 
in which he had ungeneroufly left him. 

One would imagine, as covetoufnefs is a vice not 
naturally cruel in itfelf, that there muft certainly 
have been a mixture of other motives in the gover- 
nor's breaft, to account for a* proceeding fo contrary 
to huitiaiiity and his own conriAion : and could it be 
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of ufe to raife conjeftures upon it, there feems but 
too prohnbli: grounds for fuch a fuppofition. It feems 
that Drufilla, whofe curiofitj, upou a double accouot 
had led her to hear Paul— (for fiie was a daughter of 

Abraham as well as of Eve) was a cLarader 

which might have figured very well even in our own 
times ; for,, as Jofephus tells us, (he had left the Jew 
her hufband, and without any pretence in their law 
Co juftifj a divorce, had given herfelf up without cc* 
remony to Felix ; for which caufe, though fhe is here 
called his wife, ihe was, in reafon and juilice, the 
wife of another man,— and confequently lived in an 
open (late of adultery. So that when Paul, in ex- 
plaining the faith of Christ, took occafion to argue 
upon the morality of the Gofpel, — and urged the 
eternal laws of juilice, the unchangeable obligations 
to temperance, of which chaftity was a branch,! 
it was fcarce poi&ble to frame his difcourfe fo (had 
he wiflied to temporize) but that either her interefl 
or her love mud have taken offience : and though we 
do not read, like Felix, that ihe trembled at the ac« 
count, 'tis yet natural to imagine ihe was a&e&ed 
with other paOions,. of which the apoftle might feel 
the efFeds — and 'twas well he fuffered no more, if 
two fuch violent enemies as Luil and Avarice were 
combined againfl him. 

But this by. the way — foQ»as the text feems only to 
acknowledge one of thefe motives,..it is not our buH- 
nefs to ailign the other.- 

It is obfervable, that this fame apoille, fpeaking^, 
in the epiftle to Timothy, of the ill effeds of this 
iame ruling paHioD^ ^Sxm3^ that it ia the root of alll 
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6vil ; and I make no doubt but the remembrance of 
his own fufferings had no fmall lliare ia the fe verity 
of the refleflion. — Infinite are the examples^ where 
the love of money is only a fubordinate and minifle* 
rial paffion, exercifed for the fupport of fome other 
vices : and 'tis generally found, when there is either 
ambition,^ prodigality, or luft, to be fed by it, that 
it then rages with the lead mercy and difcretion ; ia 
which cafes, ftriflly fpeaking, it is not the root of 
ether evils, but other evils are the root of it. 

This forces me to recal what I have faid upon co* 
vetoufhefs as a vice not naturally cruel : it is not apt 
to reprefent itfelf to our imaginations, at firft fighty 
under that idea ; we confider it only as a mean^ 
worthlefs turn of mind^incapable of judging or doing 
what is right : but as it is a vice which does not al- 
ways- iet up for itfelf^! — to know truly what it is in 
this r^fped,. we muft> know what mafters- it ferves j 
they are many, and of various cads and hu* 

mours, and each one lends it fomething of its 

own complexional tint and charader. 

This, I fuppofe,. may be the caufe that there is a 
greater and more whimfical my fiery in the love of 
money, than in the darkefl and mofl nonfenfical prOi- 
blem that ever was pored on. 

Even at the beft, and when the paffion feems to 
feek nothing more than its own amufement, — there 

is little very little, I fear, to be faid for its hu^ 

manlty.- — -It may be a fport to the mifer ; but 
confider^ — it muft be death and deftrudtion to others*. 
•--.The moment this fordid humour begins to govern 
•—farewell all honeft and natural, afifflions I farewellt 
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all he owes to parents, to children, to friendft !• 
How fall the obligations vanifli ! See — ^he is now 
flripped of all feelings whatever:— —the fhriU cry of 
Juftice— and the low lamentation of humble di- 
itrefs, are notes equally beyond his compafs."— £ter« 
nal God ! fee !— he paffes by one whom thou haft 
juft bruifedy without one penfive refleftion :— 4ic 
enters the cabin of the widow, whofe hufband and 
child thou ha{l taken to thyfelf,— -exafts his bond, 
without a figh ! — Heaven ! if I am to be tempted,— 
let it be by glory,— by ambition, by iome ge- 
nerous and manly vice :— I f I muft fall, let it be hf 
fome paflion which thou had planted in my nature, 
which (hall not harden my heart, but leave me room 
at la(l t o retreat and come back to Thee ! 

It would be cafy here to add the common trgn* 
ments which reafon offers againft this vice; but they 
are fo well underftood, both in manner and form,.*-:^ 
it is needlefs. 

I might cite to you what Seneca fays upon it ■■ 
but the misfortune is, that at the fame time he was 
writing againft riches, he was enjoying a great eftate, 
and uiing every means to make that eftate ftill 
greater. 

With infinite pleafure might a preacher enrich his 
difcourfe in this place, by weaving into it all the 
fmart things which ancient or modem wits'i ave 
faid upon the love of money : — he might inform 
you, 

" That poverty wants fome things— — that 

** covetoufnefs wanteth all.'* 

<* That a mifer can only be faid to have riches, as 
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*^ a fick man has a fever, which holds and fyran- 
*' nizes over the man — not he over it." 

'* That covetoufnefs is the fliirt of the foul, — the 
** laft vice it parts with." 

** The nature is content with few things^— -or 
'^ that nature is never fatisfied at all," &c« 

The rcfleftion of our Saviour, Tiat the life of 
man con^etb not in the abundance of the things which 
he poffeffethy — fpeaks more to the hearty — and the 
iingle hint of the Camely and what a verj narrow 
paiTage he has to go through, — has more coercion 
in it, than all the fee-faws of philofophy. 

I (hall endeavour therefore to draw fuch other 
tefledions from this piece of -facred hiilorj, as are 
applicable to human life^ and more likelj to be 
of ufe. 

There is nothing generally in which our happi- 
nefs and honour are more nearly concerned, than in 
forming true notions both of men and things ; for 
in proportion as we think rightly of them, we 'ap« 
prove ourfclves to the world, — and as we govern 
ourfelves by fuch judgments, fo we fecure our peace 
and well-being in pafling through it: the falfe fteps 
and mifcarriages in life, iffiiing from a defe£l in 
this capital point, are fo many and fatal, that there 
can be nothing more inilru6live than an inquiry 
into the caufes of this perverfion, which often ap- 
pears fo very grofs in us, that were you to take a 
view of the world—— fee what notions it entertains, 

and by what confiderations it is governed, you 

would fay of the miflakes of human judgment, what 
the prophet does of the folly of human a£tions< 
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« That we were wi/e to do evil, but tojudgi rightly; 

" had no underjlanding.^^ 

That in manj dark and abft rafted queftions of 

mere fpeculation, we (hould err is not ftrange r 

we live among mjfteries and riddles, and alnnoft 

every thing which conies in our waj, in one light 

or other, may be faid to baffle our underftandings \ 

^yet feldom fo as to miftake in extremities, and 

take one contrary for another.— *Tis very^ rare, 

for inftance, that we take the virtue ofa plant tcf be 

hot, when it is extremely cold, — or,, that we try the 

experiment of opium, to keep us waking :— yet; 

this we are continually attempting in the conduft 

of life, as well as in the great ends and meafures of 

it. That fuch wrong determinations in us, do not arife 

from any defect of judgment inevitably mlfleading 

us — would reflc^l diflionour upon G.>Dj as if he 

had mrade and fciit man inta the world on purpbfe 

to play the fool. His all buuntiful hand made his 

judgment, like his heart, upright ; and the inftance» 

of his fagacity, in otlicr things, abundantly confirm 

it. We are led therefore in courfe to a fuppofitioo, 

that, in all inconfiftent inftances, there is a fecret 

bias, fomeliow or other, hung upon the. mind, which 

turns it afide from rcafon and trivth* 

What this is, if we do not care to fearch for it in 
ourftlves, \ve fliall find it regiftered in this tranfac- 

tioii of Felix : and we may depend, that in all wrong 

judgments whatever, in fuch plain cafes as this, that 

the fame explanation muft be given of it, which i:i 

given in the text, — namely, — that it is fome felSfli 

eonfider.\:ion — fome ftcret dirty engagement witJi 
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ibflae little appetite^ which does us fo much dif* 
honour. 

The judgments of the more difinter^fted and im*. 
partial of us, receive no fmall tindure from our af- 
fe£tions : we generally confult them in all doubtful 
points, and it happens well if the mauer in queflion 
19 not almoft fettled before the arbitratoc is called 

into the debate But in the more flagrant in- 

fiances, when tlic paifions govern the whole man, 
'tis melancholy to fee the oiBce to which Reafon, 
the great prerogative of his nature, is reduced j 
ferving the lower appetites, in the diflioneft drudg« 
•rj of finding out arguments to j.u{lify the prefent 
purfuit» 

To judge rightly of our own worth, we ihould 
retire a little from the world, to fee all its pleafures 
—•and pains too-^in their proper fize and dimen- 
fions— This, no doubt, was the reafon St* Paul, 
when he intended to convert Felix,, began his dif- 
courfe.upon the day of judgment, on purpofeto take 
the heart off from this world and its pleafures, which 
difhbnour the underflanding fo as to turn the wifeft 
of men into fool&and children.. 

If you enlarge your obfervations upon this plan, 
you will find where the evil lies which has fupport- 
ed thofe defperate opinions which have fo long di- 
vided the Chriftiaa world — —and are likely to di- 
vide it for ever.. 

Confider popery well ; you will be convinced, 
that the trueft definition which can be given of it, 
i3j5— That it is a pecuniary fyftem, well contrived to 
operate upon men's paffions and weakncfs, whilH 
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their pockets are ©'picking. Run through all the 
points of difference be^tween us^ — and when jon fee, 
that, in every one of them, they ferve the fame end 
wliich Felix had in view, either of money or power 
— there is little room left to doubt whence the cloud 
arifes which is fpread over the underflanding. 

If this reafoning is conclufive with regard to thofc 
who merely differ from us in religion, — ^let us try if 
it will not hold good with regard to thofc who have 
none at all, — or rather, who affeft to, treat all pcr- 
fuafions of it with ridicule alike. Thanks to good 
fenfe, good manners, and a more enlarged know- 
ledge, this humour is going down, and feems to be 
fettling, at prefenr, chiefly amongft the inferior claf. 
fes of people — where it is likely to reft. As for the 
lowefl ranks, though they are apt enough to follow 
the modes of their betters, yet are they not likely to 
be ilruck with this one, of making merry with that 
which is their confolation ; they are too ferious a fet 
of poor people ever heartily to enter into it.— 

There is enough, however, of it in the world, to 
fay that this all-facred fyftem, which holds the world 
in harmony and peace, is too often the firft objeft 
that the giddy and incofiderate make choice of to 
try the temper of their wits upon. Now, of the 
numbers who make this experiment, do you believe 
that one in a thoufand does it from conviftion,-^ 
or from arguments which a courfe of fludy-^much 
cool reafoning — and fober inquiry into antiquity, 
and the true merits of the queftion, have furniflied 
him with ? The years and way of life of the 
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xnoft forward of thefe, lead us to a different explana* 
tion* 

Religion^ which lays fo manj refiraints upon us, 
is a troublefome companion to thofe who will lajr 

Ho refiraints upon themfelves ; and for this rea« 

fon there is nothing more common to be obferved, 
than that the little arguments and cavils, which fuch 
men have gathered up againft it, in the early part 

of their lives, how confiderable foever they may 

have appeared, when viewed through their palBons 
and prejudices, which give an unnatural turn to all 
obje&s, — ^yet, when the edge of appetite has been 
t^orn down, and the heat of the purfuit pretty well 
over, and reafon and judgment have got poflef* 

fion of their empire 

■ They feldom fail of bringing the loft fheep 
back to his fold. 
. May God bring us all there. Amen. 
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Aad Dot manj dayi after, the younger fan gathered all .he -had 
together, and took his journey into a far. coantry.'— 

1 KNOW not whether the remai^k is to our honour .or 
otherwife,-— that leflbns of wifdom have never fuch 
power over us, as when thej ace wrought into. the 
heart through the ground- work of a ftory which «D- 
gages the paflions. Is it, that we are like iron, and 
muft firlt be heated before we can be. wrought upon? 
or. Is the heart fo in love with deceit, that where a 
true report will not reach it, we muft cheat it with 
a fable, in order to come at truth ? 

Whether this parable of the prodigal (for foat is 
ufuallj called) ■ ■ is really fuch, or built upon fome 
ftory known at that time in Jerufalem, is not much 
to the purpofe; it is given us to enlarge upon, and 
turn to the heft moral account we can. 

A certain man," fays our Saviour, " had two 

fons, and the younger of them faid to his father^ 
'* Give me the portion of goods which falls to mc : 



it 
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^ and he divided unto tlicm his fubftance. And not 
** many days after, the younger fon gathered all to- 
^* gcther, and took his journey into a far country^ 
*^ and their wafted his fubftance with riotous lining." 
The account is fliort : the interefting and pathetic 
paiTages with which fuch a tr^nfadion would be ne« 
ceffarily conne6led, are left to be fupplicd.by the 

heart : the ftory is filent— but nature is not I'-^-w 

much kindadvice, and many a tender expoftulation, 
would fall from the father's lipe^ no doubt^ upon 
this occaiion. 

• He would difTuade his fon from the folly of fo ralk 
an enterprife, by fliowing him the dangers of the 
journey, — the inexperience of his age,— ^the hazards 
his- life, his- fortune, his virtue would run, without 
a guide, without a friend : he would tell him of the 
many fnares and temptations which he had to avoid 

or encounter, at every ftep, the pleafures which 

would folicit him -in every luxurious court, the 

Kttle knowledge he could gain — except that of evil ; 
he ^iK)uld fpeak of the fedudions of women,' — their 
charms— their poifons : — what haplefs indulgences 
he might give way to, when far from restraint and 
the check of giving his father pain. 

' The difluafive would but inflame^ his d^iire*—- 
He gathers all together. 
' I fee the piftureofhis departure— the ca- 
mels and afles leaden with his fubftance, detached 
an efie iide of the piece, and already on their way 
T— the prodigal fon> ftanding on the fore ground, with 

afbsced fedatenefs, flruggling againft the fluttering 

noveme&t of joy, ugon his deliverance from re« 
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ftraint :«— — the elder brother holding hts hand, as 
if unwilling to let it go : — the father^— iad moment ! 
with a firm look, covering a prophetic fenttment, 
'^ that all would not go well with: his child/V . api 
proaching to embrace him and bid him adieq. 
Poor inconfiderate youth ! From ivhofe arms art 
thou flying ? From what a fhelter art thou going 
forth into the ftorm ? Art thou weary of a fiither's 
afieftion, of a father's care ? or, Hopeft thou to find 
a warmer intereft, a truer counfellor, or a kinder 
friend in a land of ftrangers, where youth is made a 
prey, and fo many thoufands are confederated to de«. 
ceive them, and live by their fpoils ? 

We will feek no farther than this idea, for the ex- 
travagancies by which the prodigal fon added one 
unhappy example to the number : his fortune waft- 
ed — the followers of it fled in courfe— ^he wants of 

nature remain : the hand of GoD gone forth a* 

gainft him—'* Jor when he had /pent ally a migbty 
** famine arofe in that country^' * H eaven ! have 
pity upon the youth, for he is in hunger and diftrefii 
..— -ftrayed out of the reach of a parent, who counts 
every hour of his abfence with aogux£b— ^ut off 
from all his tender offices by his folly — and from 
relief and charity from others by the calamity of 
the times. — 

Nothing fo powerfully calls home the mind as di-* 
ftrefs : the tenfe fibre then relaxes, — the foul retires 
to itfelf,— fits penfive and fufceptible of right impref- 
fions : if we have a friend, 'tis then we think of 
him ; if a benefador, at that moment all his kind- 
neiTes prefs upon our mind.-— Gracious and bounti- 
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futGoo ! Is it not for this that thej who in .their 
profperitj forget thee, do yet remember and return 
to thee in the hour of their forrow ? When our heart- 
is in heayinefsy upoa whom can we think but Thee, 
who knoweft our neceflities a£ar off, — ^putteft all our 
tftirs in thy bottle , feeft every careful thought, 
— — heareft every figh and melancholy groan we ut- 
ter I 

Strange !— — that we fiiould only begin to think 
of God with comfort, when with joy and comfort 
we can think of nothing elfe. 

Man furely is a compound of riddles and contra^ 
di&ions : by the law of his nature he avoids pain, 
and yet unlefs he fuffers in the fiejh, he will not ceafe 
from Jin, though it is fure to bring pain and mifery 
upon his head for ever. 

Whilft all went pleafurably on with the prodigal, 
we hear not one word concerning his father— —^-no 
pang of remorfe'for the fufferings in which he had 
left him, or refolutlon of returning, to make up the 
account of his folly. His firft hour of diftrefs feem- 
«d to be his firft hour of wifdom : ■ When he came 
io bimfelfyhefaid^How many hired fervants of my father 
have bread enough and to fpare^ whilfi ipert/h ! 

Of all the terrors of nature, that of one day c^ 
other dying by hunger is the greateft ; and it is wifely 
wove into our frame to awaken man to induftry, and 
call forth his .talents ; and though we feem to go on 
carelefsly, fporting with it as we do with other ter« 
rors,— yet, he that fees this enemy fairly, and in his 
moft frightful fliape, will need no long remonfirsmce 
to make him turn out of the way to avoid him* 

Vol. V. L 
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It was tlie cafe of the prodigal — he 9rofe to«go to 
his father. 

Alas I How fhall he tell his flory ? Ye who 



have trod this round , tell me in what words he fhall 
give in to his father the fad Items of his extavagance 
and folly ? 

— The feafts and banquets which he gave to whole 
cities in the eafl,- — the colls of Afiatic rarities, and of 
Afiatic cooks to drefs them, ^ the expences of fing- 

ing m n and finging women, the flute, the harp, 

the fackbut, and of all kinds of mufic, — the drefs of 
the Perfian courts, how magnificent ! their ilaves how 
numerous I — their chariots, their horfes, their palaces, 
the furniture, what immenfc fums they had devour- 
ed I what expedations from ftrangers of condi- 
tion ; what cxa£lions ! 

How fl^.all the youth make his father comprehend 
that he was cheated at Damafcus by one of the bcft 
men in the world ; ■ that he had lent a part of his 
fubftance to a friend at. Nineveh, who had fled off 
with it to the Ganges ; — that a whore of Babjloa 
had fwaliowed his bed pearl, and anointed the whole 
city wiih his balm of Gilead ; ■ that he had. been 
fold by a man of honour for twenty fliekels of filver, 
to a woiker in graven images j.^— that the images he 
had purchafed had profited him nothing;— —th^t 
they could not be tranfported acrofs the wilderncfs, 

and had been burnt with, fire at Shu fan ;- that 

the * apes and peacocks, which he had fent for from 
Tharfis, Uy dead upon his hands ; and that the mum- 
mies had not been dead Jong enough, whigh had 

• Vide 2 Chronicle* ix. ai. 
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been Tjrought him out of Egypt :— that all had 
gone wrong fince the day he forfook his father's 
houfe? 
—Leave the ftory, it will be told more con- 

cifely. — When he was yet afar off y his father faw him 
— Compaffion told it in three words — he fell upon his 
neck and kiffed him. 

Great is the power of eloquence; but never Is itfo 
great as when it pleads along with nature, and the 
culprit is a child ftrayed from his duty, and returned 
to it again with tears : Cafuifts may fettle the point 
as they will : But what could a parent fee more in 
the account, than -the natural one, of an ingenuous 
heart — too open for the world — fmitten with firong 
ftnfations of pleafures, and fuffered to fally forth 
■unarmed into the midft of enemies (Ironger than 
himfelf ? 

Generofity forrows as much for the over-matched, 
as Pity herfelf does^ 

The idea of a fon fo ruined, would double the fa- 
ther's carcffes : every efFufion of his tendernefs would 
add bitternefs to his fon's remorfe.— — " Gracious 
** Heaven ! what a father have I rendered mifcrable !'' 
jind he faid^ I havejinned againft Heaven^ and in 
thy fight y and am no more war thy to he called thy fan. 
But the father faidy Bring forth the heft rob e ' 
'.0 ye affeAions ! How fondly do ye play at crofs- 
pnrpofes with each other ? — 'Tis the natural dialogue 
of true tranfport : -joy is not methodical ; and where 
an oflfender, beloved, overcharges itfelf in the offence, 
-^words are too cold j and a conciliated heart replies 
JJQr tokens of efleem. 

L2 
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Jini he /aid unto his fervants^ Bring forth thi htjl 
rob$^ and put it on him ; and put a ring on his hand, ami 
Jboes on his feet ^ and bring hither the fatted calf and let 
US eat and drink and be merry. 

When the affeflions^ib kindly bresk loofe,. Joyis 
another name for Religion. 

We look up as we tafte it — The cold Stoic witL- 
outy when he hears the dancing and the muficy may 
a(k fuUenly (with the elder brother) What it means? 
andrefi^fe to enter: but the humane and compaiSoa- 
ate all fly impetuoufly to the banquet, given j^r afQfi 
liho was dead and is alive agais^ — who was lofl and is 
found. Gentle fpiritSj light up the pavilion, with^a 
facred fire ; and parental Jove and filial piety, lead in 

the malk with riot and feftivity ! Was it not 

for this that God gave man mufic to (Irike upon the 
kindly paflions.; that natu;re tapght the feet to dance 
to its movements^ and as chief govemefs of the feaft, 
poured forth wine into the goblet, to crown it witjii 
gladnefb ? 

The intention of this parable is fo clear from the 
occafion of it, that it will not be neceffary to perplex 
it with any tedious explanation ; it wa$ defigned by 
way of indirect remonflcance to the.. Scribes and Pha- 
rifees, who anioiadverted upon our Saviour's con- 
duft, for entering fo freely into conferences with 
finners, in order to reclaim them. To that end, be 
propofes the parable of the ihephexd, who left bis 
ninety ^nd nine (heep that were fafe in the fold, to 
go and feek for one Iheep that was gone aftray, ■■ 
telling them in other places, that they who were 
whole wanted not a phyfician— -^but they that, were 



1k3c : and here, to carrj on tbe f? xt IdT/n, and to 
prove how acceptable fuch a rtt'. I'trj via^ to God, 
he relates this accoant of the pz'Ai^^ ^^n, and tils 
welcome reception. 

ri5.now not whether It would be a faLjSa of much 
edification to "convince joa here, that our Satioux^ 
by the prodigal for, particubrlj pointed at liiole who 
Vferej!nners of tbe Gentiles, ard were r^rcovtrcd by 
Divine' grace to repentance ; — and that bj the elder 
brother, he intended as'manifeillv, the more fro ward 
of the Jews, who envied their convcrfion, and 
thought it a kind of wrong to their primogeuicure 
in, being made fellow- Leirs with them of the pro- 
liirfes of Goc 

Thefe' ufes* hiive Leen fo ub'y f-t foril-, in fo 
manjr good fermoiis upon the prodigal fon, that I 
fiiall turn afile from tl^em at prefcnt, and content 
mryfelf witli fome rtfl-diors upon that fatal paflion 
which- led him- ■■ 'Sind fo manj thoufands after the 
example, to gather all be bad togetber, and taJke bis 
journey into a far country^ 

The love of variety, or curiofity of feeing nevO' 
things, which is the fame, or at. lead a fitter paflioh 
to it,— feems wove into the frame of every fon and 
daughter of Adam ; we ufdally fpeak of it as one of 
Nature's- levities, though planted within us for thfe 
folid purpofes of carrying forwards the mind to frefli 
inquiry and knowledge : ftrip us of ft, the mind (I 
fear) would doze for ever over the prcfent page ; and 
we flionld all of us red at eafe with fuch obj- As as 
prefented themfelves in the pariAi or province where 
we firft drew breath* 
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It IS to this fpur, which is ever in our fides, that 
we owe the impatience of this defire for travelling : 
the paflion is no way bad — but as others are— in its 
niifmanagement or excefs ; order it rightljr, the 
advantages are worth the purfuit ; the chief of which 
are — to learn the lanjruaires, the laws and cuiloms, 
and underftand the government and intereft of other 
nations to acquire an urbanity and confidence of 

' behaviour, and fit the mind more eafily for converfa- 
tion and difcourfe — to take us out of the companj of 

' our aunts and grandmothers, and from the track of 
nurfery miftakes ; and by fhowing us new obje&s, or 
old ones in new lights, to reform our judgments— 
by tailing perpetually the varieties of nature, to know 
what is goo d b y obferving the addrefs and arts of 
men, to conceive what is Jtncere^-^2xA^ by feeing the 
difference of fo many various humours and manners 
—to look into ourfelves, and form our own. 

This is fome part of the cargo we might return 
with ; but the impulfe of feeing new fights, augmented, 
with that of getting clear from all lefibns both of 

wifdom and reproof at home carries our youth 

too early out, to turn this venture to much account ; 
on the contrary, if the fcene painted of the prodigal 
in his travels, looks more like a copy than an original, 
—will it not be well if fuch an adventurer, with fo 
unpromifing a fetting out,— without carte — without 

compafs be not call away for ever, ^and may 

he not be faid to efcape well if he returns to his 

country, only as he firft left it ? 

But you win fend an able pilot with your fon- 

a fcholar,- 
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It wifdona can fpeak in no other laitguage btxt 

Greek or Latin ^jo\i do well ; or if mathe- 

' matics will make a man a gentleman or natural 

philofophy but teach him to make a bow,— he may- 
be of fome fervice in introducing your fon into good 
Societies, and fupporting him in them when he has 
d6ne:-^but the upihot will be generally this, that, in 
the mofl prefiihg occafions of addrefs— ^^ — if he is a 
mere man of reading, the unhappy youth wiirhave 

thc^ tutor to. carry and nat the* tutor' to carry 

him. 

, But you will avoid this extreme; he (hall be efcort- 
cd by one who knows the world, not merely from 

books but from his own experience : ..a man 

who has been eoiployed on fuch ferviccs, and thrice 
made the tour of Eurot>e, %mth fuccvfs. 

T hat is, without breaking his own, or his 
piipil's neck \ — for if he is fuch as my eyes have feen ! 
fome broken Swifs valet de cbamhre^ — fome general 
undertaker, who will pijrform the journey in fo many 
rolonths " if God permit," — much knowledge will 
not accrue,— fome profit at leaft ; — he will learn the 
amount to a halfpenny, of every ftage from Calais 
to Rome ; — he will be carried to the beft inns, — in- 
ftru(fted where there is the beft wine, and fup a livre 
cheaper than^ if the youth had been left to make the 
tour and the bargain himfelf. — Look at our gover- 
nor ! I befeech you : — fee, he is an inch taller as he 
relates the advantages. — 

— And here eadcth his pride, — liis knowledge, and 
kis ufe. 

But when your fon gets abroad, he will hz taken 

L4 
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out of his hand^ bj his focietj with men of rank and; 
letters^ with whom he will pals the greateft part of 
bis. time. 

Let me obferve, in the firft place,— that company 
which is really good, is verj rare, — and very fhy : 
but you have furmounted this difficulty ^^nd procured 
him the beft letters of recommendation to the moft 
eminent and refpeAable in every capital*. 

And I anfwer, that he will obtain all by tfaera,. 
which courtefy ftriftly ftands obliged to pay on fuch 
occafionsy but no more. 

There is nothing in which we are fo nmch deceived,.. 
as in the advantages propofed from out connexions- 
and difcourfe with the literati, &c. in foreign parts j 
efpecially if the experiment is made before we ase 
matured by years or ftudy. 

Converfation is a traffic ; and if you enter into it,-. 
without fome flock of knowledge to balance the zc^ 
count perpetually betwixt you, ■ the trade drops at 
once : and this is the reafon, ■ ■■ h owever it may be 
boafled to the contrary, why travellers have fo little 
(efpecially good) converfation with natives,— owing 
to their fufpicion — oi* perhaps conviftion, that there 
is nothing to be extraded from the converfation of 
young itinerants, worth the trouble of their bad lan- 
guage — or the interruption of their vifits. 

The pain on thefe occafions is ufuS^Uy. reciprocal ; 
the confequence of which is, that the difappointed 
youth feeks an eafier fociety : and as bad company is 
always ready and ever lying in .wait, ■ ■ t he career 
is foon finiflied ; and the poor prodigal returns the 
fame objeft of pity, with the prodigal in the GofgeL . 
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National Mercies coniidered *. 
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And when thy fon aiketh thcc in time to come, faying, What meao 
the teftimonies, and the (latutes, and the judgments, vrhich the 
liord our God hath commanded you ? then fhalt thou fay unto 
thy fon, "We were Pharaoh** bondfmen in E);ypr, and the Lord 
brought U8 outof Egyj^t ^ith a mighty hand. 

1 HESE are the words which Mofes left as a (landing 
anfwer for the children of Ifrael togive their pofterity, 
who in time to come might become ignorant, or un- 
mindful of the many and great mercies which GoD 
had vouchfafed to their forefathers ; all which had 
terminated in that one, of their, deliverance out of 
bondage. 

Though they were direfled to fpeakin this man-r 
ner, each man to his fon, yet one cannot fuppofe 
that the diredion {hould be neceflary for the next 
generation, — for the children of thofe who had beea 
ey^ witnefles of God's providences: it does art fecm 
lifcdij that any of them ifhoiild arrive at that age of 

* Oa the inauguration of his prefcnt MajcCly. 
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Tcafoning which would put them upon aiking the 
fuppoied qiieftion, and not be, long before-hand, 
inflrufted in tlie anfwer. Every parexar would tell 
his child the h-.irdiliips of his captivity, and the amaz- 
ing particulars of his deliverance : the ftory was fo 
uncDmmon, — fo full of wonder, — ^and v/ithal, the 
recital of it would ever be a matter of fuch trftrlfport, 
it could not poffibly be* kept a fecret : the piety 
and gratitude of one generation, would anticipate the 
curiofity of another ; their fons would learn the ftory 
with their language. 

This probably jniglit be the cafe' with the firft or 
ftcond rate of people ; but, in procefs of timCi 
things might take a different turn ; a long and undi- 
fturbed poflfeflioa of their liberties, might blunt the 
fenfe of thofe providences of' 6oD which had pro- 
cured them, and fet the remembrance of all his mer- 
cies at too great a diilance from tlieir hearts. After 
tricy had for fome years been eafed of every real 
burden, an excefs of f/eedom mii'ht make them reft- 
lefs under every imigiiiary one, and, amongft others, 
that of their religion ; from thence they might feek 
occafion to intjuire vMo the founiation ciird fitnefs of 
its ceremonies, its flatutes and its judgments, 

Tiiey miglit aik, what meant fo many commands, 
ii*: hiatters which to them appeared indifferent in their 
own natures ? What policy in ordaining them ? and, 
Wliat obligation could there lie upon reafonable crea- 
tures, to comply witli a multitude of fuch unaccount- 
able injunftions,. fo unworthy the wifdom of Gon- 

HiTctifier pcffibly, they might go further lengths » ' 
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and though their natural bent was generally towards 
fuperilitiony yet fome adventurers, as is ever the caC?^ 
might fteer for the oppofite coaft, and, as they ad- 
vanded,, might difcover, that all religions, of what 
denominations' or complexions foever, were alike i-^ 
that the religion of their own country in particular, 

was a contrivance of the Priefts and Levites, a 

phantom dreffed out in a terrifyiiig garb of their own 
making, to keep weak minds in fear : — that its rites 
and ceremonies,, and numberlefs irjun£lions, were 
fo many different wheels in the fame political engine, 
put in, no doubt, to amufe the ignorant, and keep 
them in fuch a flate of darknefs as clerical juggling 
requires. 

That as for the moral part of it, though it was 
unexceptionable in itfelf,- ^yct it was a piece of in- 
telligence they did not (land in want of : men had 

satural reafon always to have found it out, and 

wifdom to have praftifed Jt, without Mofes's affift*. 
ance* « 

Nay, poffibly, in procefs of tinne, they might ar- 
rive at greater improvements in religious controverfy^ 
—when they had given their fyllem of infidelity 
all the ftrength it could admit of from reafon, they 
might begin to embellifh it with fome more fprightly 
conceits and' turns of ridicule. 

Some wanton Ifraclitc,. when he had eaten and 
was full, might give free fcope and indulgence to 
this talent : as arguments and fober reafoning failed,. 
he might turn the edge of his wit againil types and 
fymbols, and treat all the myfteries of his religion. 
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and every thing that could be faid upon fa ferious's 
fubjedy with raillery and mirth : he might give vent 
to a world of pleafantry upon many facred pallages 
of bis law : he might banter the golden calf, or the 
brazen ferpent, with great courage,*— and confound 
himfelf in the diftinflions of clean -and unclean beafls, - 
by the defperate fallies of his wit againft 'tbemV^ 

He could but pofTibly take one (lep further : when 
the laz^d which flowed with milk and honey had quite 
worn out the impreffions of -his yoke, and bleifings ' 
began to multiply upon' his hands, he might draw 
this curious conclufion, that there was no Being who 
was the author and bcftower of them, — ^but that it 
was their own artft, and the mightinefs of Ifraelitiflr 
ftrenoth, which had put them, and kept them, in 
poflTcflion of fo much happinefs. " 

O Mofes ! How Tvould thy meek "and patient fpirit' 
have been put to tlie torture by fuch a return ? If a ' 
propenfity townrds fupsrftition in the Ifraelites, did ' 
once betray thee into fuch an excefs of anger, that 
thou threwefl the two tables out of thy hands, which 
God had wrote, and carlefsly hazatdedll the whole 
trcafurc of the world, — with what indignation and 
honed an^iiiOi wouldft thou have heard the fcoffingf 
of thofe who denied the hand which brought them 
forth, and faid. Who is God, that we ihould obey 
his voice? — ^With what force and vivacity wouldft 
thou have reproached them with the hiflory of " their 
own nation ? — —that, if too free an enjoyment of 
■GfoD'^ bleffings, had made them- forget to look back^ 
wards, — it was neceffary to r/mind them, that their ' 
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forefathers were Pharaoh's bondfmen in Egypt, witb^ 
oaV.prorped of deliverance : that the chains of their 
captivity had been fixed and rivetted by a fucceffioii 
of ^our hundred and thirty years, without the inter- 
ruption of one ftruggle for their liberty : that after 
th^.^xpiration of that hopelefs period, when no na- 
tural means favoured the event, they were fnatched, 
ftlmoil againft their own wills, out of the hands of 
their eppceflbrs, and led through an ocean of dangerg^ 
to the pofl*ej£on^ a land4>f plenty : that this t:hange 
in iheir. i^airs was not the produce of chance or for- 
tuae»r— ar was- it projeded or executed by any a- 
chievement or plan. of human device, ^which might 
foon again be defeated by fuperior ftrengch or policy 
from without, or from force of accidents from within^ 

. ■ from, change -of circumftances, humours, and 
paffions of men, all which generally had a fway in 
the rife aad^ fall of kingdoms,— ^--but that all was 
brought about by the power and goodnefs of Gop^ 
who law and pitied the afflidions of a diflreiled peo- 
ple, and, by a chain of great and mighty deliverances, 
fet thtm free from the yoke, of oppreffion. 

That fince that miraculous efcape, a feries of fuc- 
cefles, not to be accounted for by fecond caufes and 
the^natural courfe of events, had -xlemonfl rated not 
only: God's providence in general, but his particular 
prcoKidence and attachment to them j, that nations 
greater and mightier than- they were driven out before 
them, and their lands given to them for an everlaft- 
ing poffeffion.-*— 

^Tbiii was what they ihould teach their childreni^ 
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and their children's children after them. Happy 
generations, for whom (o joyful a Itffon was prepar- 
ed ? — happy indeed I had ye at All times known to 
have made the ufe of it which Mofes continually tz.» 
hoTtedy—^y drawing nigh unto God with aU your hearts, 
ivho had been Jo nigh unto you. 

And here let us drop the argument, as it refpefts 
the Jews, and for a moment tarn it towards our- 
iclves : the prefent occafion, and the recoUedion 
which is natural upon it, of the many other parts of 
this complicated blefling vouchfafed to us fince we 
becacre a nation, making it hard to deiift from fuch 
an application. 

I begin with the firft in order of time, as well as 
the greatell of national deliverances,— our deliverance 
from darknefs and idolatry, by the conveyance of the 
light which Chriftianity brought with it into Britain, 
fo early as iu the lifetime of the apoflles themfelves, 
or, at fartheft, not many years after their death. 

Though this might feem a bleffing conveyed and 
offered to us in common with other parts of the 
world, yet when you refleft upon this as a remote 
corner of the earth in refped of Judea, — ^its fituation 
and inacccfTiblenefs as an iiland,*.-*the little that was 
then known of navigation, or carried on of com- 
merce — the large tra£t of land which to this day re- 
mains unhallowed with the nsme of Christ, and 
almoft in the neighourhood of where the firft glad- 
tidings of him were founded — one cannot but adore 
the goodnefs of God, and remark a more particular 
providence in its conveyance and eflabliibment here^ 
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longft other nations upon tfie continent, ■ 
though the oppofitions from error and preju- 
•e equal, it had not thefe natural impediments 
inter. 

irians and (latefmen, who generally fearch 
bere for the caufes of events but in the plea* 
Him who difpofes of them, may make differ- 
iftions upon this. They may confider it*as 

incidental, brought to pafs by the fortuitous 
1, fuccefs, and fettlement of the Romans 
: appearing that in Claudius's reign, when 
nity began to get footing in Rome, near 
houfand of that city and people were fixed in 
id : As this made a free communication be- 
le two places, the way for the gofpel was in 
>pcn, and its tranfition from the one to the 
atural and eafy to be accounted for — —and 
verthelefs, providential. God often fqffers 
rfue the^ devices of our hearts, whilft he turns 
rfe of them, like the rivers of waters, to 
il purpofes. Thus, he might make that pur- 
glory inherent in the Romans, the engine to 

his own, and eftabliili it here ; he might 
le wickednefs of the earth to work his own 
ifnefs, by fuffering them to wander a while 
their proper bounds, till his purpofes were 
, and then put his hook into their nojlrili^ and 
>fe wild beails of prey back again into their 
d. 

to this blefling of the light of the Gofpel, we 
t forget that by which it was preferved from 
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the danger of being totally fmothered and diftingiiiQi- 
ed, bj that vaft fwarm of barbarous nations, which 
came down upon us from the north, and ihook the 
world like a tempeft ; changing names and cuftoms, 
and ■ language and government, and almoft the verj 
face of nature, wherever thej fixed. That our re- 
ligion Ihould be preferved at all, when everj thing 
elfe leemed to peri{h, which was capable of change, 
— — ^or, that it {hould not be hurt under that mighty 
weight of ruins, beyond the recovery of its former 
beauty and ftrength,— the whole can be afcribed 
to no caufe fo likely as this, That the fame power of 
Gqd which fent it forth, was prefent to fupport it— 
when the whole frame of other things gave way. 

Next in. degree to this mercy of preferving Chri- 
fiianity from an utter extinftion— — — we muft reckon 
that of being enabled to prefcrve, and free it from 
corruptions, which the ruil of time, the abufes of 
men, and the natural tendency of all things to dege- 
neracy, which are trufted to them, had from time to 
time introduced into it. 

Since the day in which this reformation was be- 
gun, by how many (trange and critical turns has it 
been perfe£led and lianded down, if not entirely with^ 
out/pot or wrinkle, — at leaft, without great blotches 
or naarks of anility ! 

Even the blow which was fuffered to fall upon it 
fliortly after, in that period where our hiftory looks 
fo unlike herfclf — ftained, Mary, by thee ! arid dis- 
figured with blood :— — can one refleft upon it, 
without adoring the Providence of God, which fe 
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hfand,— making her reign as Ibort as it was mer-- 
Gilcfs ? 

If God then made us as he did the Ifraelitesy fucIC' 
hbney out of the rock^ and oil out of the ftintj rock^- 
hbw much more fignal was his mercy in giving them - 
to us without money, without price, in thofe good 
chjs which followed, when a long and a wife reign 
was as neceffary to build up our chuvch, as a fhort 
one was before to fare it from ruins I 

■ The blefSng was neceffary— — and it . was * 
granted— 

God having multiplied the- years of that renowned > 
princefs to an uncomon number, giving her time, 
as well as a heart, to fix a wavering perfecuted peo« 
pie, and fettle them upon fuch a foundation as muft 
make them happy; — the touchilone, by which tbey 
are to1>e tried, whom God has intruded, with the: 
•are of kingdoms. 

Blefl*ed be thy glorious nam& for ever and ever, in 
making that ted fo much eafier for the Britiib, than • 
otherprinces of this earth ; whefe fubjefts, whatever 
ether changes they have felt, have feldom happened 
upon that of changing their mifery, and it is to be - 
feared are never likely, fo long as they are kept fo . 
Itronglji' bound in chains -of darknefs,**-— and chains, 
of power. 

From both thefekindd of evils, -which are almoft: 
naturally conneded together, how- providential was < 
miT efcape in the fucceeding. reign, wheui all tb^c 



